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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 


A PAiRABLEj iiB a general sense, is a similitude 
taken from natural objects, to instruct us in the 
knowledge of spiritual things. But, when ap- 
plied to our Saviour’s parables, it signifies a 
short narration of some real or probable event, 
in which a comparison is carried on between 
sensible and spiritual objects, for the purpose of 
conveying and enforcing some important doc- 
trine of a moral or religious nature. 

The parables of Jesus Christ relate to subjects 
that concern God, the soul, and eternity; they 
are, in the highest degree, affecting and ' instruc- 
tive ; and all their images and allusions are taken 
from the works of God, and from occurrences 
most familiar with our own observation and ex- 
perience ill common life. The events narrated 
not only might have happened, but it is sup- 
' posed some of them actually did. 
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While the parables are admirably fitted to 
iastruct all who read them, they are especially 
adapted to instruct and affect the hearts of the 
young*. Hence it will be found that, in most 
oases, they make a deep impression, and are 
easily retained in their memories. It becomes, 
therefore, a matter of great importance, to ex- 
plain and impress on their consciences, the in- 
valuable lessons which they were meant to 
convey. 

It is the object of the author of this small 
volume to attempt this, by adapting not only 
the explanations, but also the practical obser- 
vations, to the capacities of the young, and to 
show the intimate connexion existing between 
the doctrines and duties of true religion. 
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THE 


PARABLE OF THE TWO FOUNDATIONS. 

MATTHEW vn. 24 — 27. 

Most of my young readers know, that the fifth, sixth, 
and seventh chapters of Matthew contain what is com- 
monly called the Sermon on the Mount We are 
told, in chap. v. 1, 2, that seeing the multitudes, Jesus 
went up into a mountain ; and w^hen he was set, his 
disciples came unto him : and he opened his mouth, 
and taught them.” The land of Israel, where the 
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Saviour appeared, is very mountainous ; so mucli so, tiuit 
the mountains of Israel” arc often mentioned iri the 
Old Testament, when the whole land is meant, Esek. 
vi. 3 ; xxxvi. 1 And the mountains were the sc£:iie of 
some of the most interesting circinnstaiices of the Sa- 
viour’s life. At one time, “ lie went out into a moun- 
tain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God,” 
Luke vi. 12. At another time, when a great multitude 
liad assembled on a mountain, he ivrouglit a miracle in. 
order to satisfy their hunger, Jolin vi. 3 — 14 . On tlie 
occasion we are considering, he chose a mountain as a 
place for preaching. 

Froba.hly no house could have contained the crowds 
of people that were gathered together to hear Iiim. 
And no situation could have been found more favour- 
able for the purpose. There was abundance of room 
for the multitude there. No objects were passing by 
to divert their attention from the word of God. What 
they saw was fitted to remind them of Elira, w’ho by 
his strength setteth fast the mountains ; being girded 
•with power,” Psa. Ixv. 6 : ‘‘ who maketli grass to grow 
upon the mountains, and herb for the service of man,” 
Psa. cxlvii. 8 ; civ. 14. They would think of the time 
when their fathers in the wilderness saw the glory of 
God on Mount Sinai, and heard his voice speaking the 
words of that law which they were to obey, Exod. xix. 
16 — 25 ; XX. 1 — 17. It was also the voice of God 
•which they were now called to lieai*, speaking to them 
by his Son, and explaining that very law which had 
been given to their fathers. But here was no smoke or 
hre, to prevent them from seeing the speaker : there was 
no sound of a trumpet, long and loud, to make them 
tremble. The heavenly Teacher, whom they now heard, 
tauglit them as one having authority ; yet he was meek 
and lowly in heart. And though, perhaps, many of 
them thought that he was only a human ])rophet ; yet, 
doubtless, there were some who had long looked for Ins 
coming, and who would now think that these hcfiutifui 
words were beginning to be accomplished : — O Zioj^, 
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tliat briiig'est good tidingSj get tliee up- into tlie higii 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, 
lift up thy voice with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid ; 
say imto the cities, of Judah, Behold your God ! Be- / 
hold, the Lord' God will come with a strong hand, and, ^ 
Ms arm shall rule for him : behold,'.his reward is with " 
tiiiiij and his work before him. He shall feed his flock ^ 
like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently 
lead those that are with young,'’ Isa. xl. 9 — 11. 

Those words vrhich I wish to explain, are the last 
part of our Lord’s Sermoii on the hloimt, and as such 
they seem particularly suitable. He had been giving 
directions as to many important duties, so jdain that 
none could be at a loss to understand him. The imil- 
titude of his hearers was now about to separate. Tlie}’’ 
were all astonished at his doctrine, Matt. vii. 28 ; and 
were ready to say, “ Never man spake like this man.” 
But the Saviour wished them to understand, that it was 
not enough only to admire his wisdom, while they felt 
no desire to be made wise themselves. It might be 
said of the hundreds who then heard him, as of every 
congregation who hear the gospel now, that ‘‘ some 
believed the things that were spoken, and some believed 
not,” When young persons are attentive to the ser- 
mons they hear, and seem to And pleasure in listening 
to the truth, it is very gratifying to their Cliristian 
friends : yet it does not fully satisfy their anxious 
wishes. Let such young persons give serious attention 
to this solemn part of the Saviour’s words. 

The Saviour here describes two houses, built by two 
different persons. They were so much alike, that they 
might have been supposed to be built in the same way. 
Bui there was a great difference between the founda- 
tions of the two. And the youngest of my readex's 
must know, that it is not enough to build strong walls, 
or to fasten them well together. Such a building might 
look very well, while the sun shone upon it, and when 
the air was calm. But when a storm of wind and rain 
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began to beat upon it, it fell, and great was tbe fall of 
it:” if it was lofty and fair to look upon before, so 
much greater would be the noise occasioned by its ft., 
ing. The same storm blew upon the other house. 

but it fell not, for it was foimded upon a rock.” The 
builder had dug deep into the earth, and had laid the 
ftrst stones upon solid rock, so that no storm could ever 
shake it. 

But let us think of the different circumstances of 
those who lived in these two houses. The man who 
inhabited the house built upon the sand, would see the 
black clouds gathering together. He might anxiously 
look for the sun to shine out and scatter them ; but, in- 
stead of this, the gloom would increase, till the rain be- 
gan to pour in torrents. The wind would at first seem 
trifling, and he might try to persuade himself that it 
was only a gentle breeze, which could not affect his 
dwelling. Yet, knowing its unsafe foundation, it would 
be impossible to feel altogether secure. The sound of 
every increasing blast would reach his heart, and make 
him tremble. It could give him no comfort to think 
how much his friends had admired the neat appear- 
ance of his habitation. He would begin to find the 
floor shaking under his feet; and while he stood trem- 
bling with terror, and unable to escape, he would sud- 
denly be crushed among the falling stones. Or, if we 
can suppose that to the last he had no fear of danger, 
his destruction would not he at all less dreadful. He 
might be so foolish as to fancy that his crazy tenement 
could withstand all the violence of the tempest; he 
might even go to rest on his bed, thinking of what he 
should do when he rose in the morning ; hut his rest 
would be speedily and awfully interrupted. 

What, then, were the feelings of the man who inhabited 
the other house men^iioned by our Lord ? He too would 
see that a storm was likely to come. And the dismal 
howling of the winds must have sounded in his ears, 
gradually increasing to the loudness of thunder. But 
he could calmly sit, and listen to the blast, without the 
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least alarm. The ponrmg rain, or the flooded moun- 
tain stream, might dash around his walls j but they 
could not wash them away, for they were fixed on the 
solid rock, far below the ground. He might feel pity 
for those who had no shelter in such a storm; but the 
very recollection of their situation would only make 
him more thankful for his own. Perhaps the gloomy 
appearance of the sky, and the fearful rushing of the 
tempest, might for a moment alarm him ; but when lie 
thought of the rock on which his dvrelling rested, his 
confidence would soon return ; nay, he would become 
more confident, as he found that, though the storm in- 
creased, he was still safe. 

The Saviour plainly declares, ‘‘ Whosoever heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his bouse upon a rock.” 

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand.” Now let us 
try to understand how those two different character's 
resembled the two builders here mentioned. 

He who built upon the rock is called a wise man. 
All who are truly wise will hear the sayings of Christ, 
and do them. The men of the world may despise such 
persons, and call them foolish ; but the God of truth 
himself declares that they ai’e wise, Job xxviii. 28 ; 
Prov. X. 8. Before any one will do the sayings of 
Christ, he must believe them all. The following are 
some of those sayings The Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost. I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
tlmt whosoever helieveth in him slrould not perish, hut 
have everlasting life.” Now, the person who believes 
these sayings will, of course, trust in Chi'ist, and in him 
alone, as the Saviour of sinners : his hope of being saved 
will rest upon Christ, just as the house which has been 
spoken of rested on a rock. And this is not the only 
part of the Bible in which Christ is compared to a 



rock, and those who believe in him are represented as 
building on him. In Isa. xxviii. 16, we read, Tiius 
saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foun- 
dation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, 
a sure foundation ; he that believeth shall not make 
haste.” In 1 Cor. iii. 11, it is said, “ Other foimda- 
lion can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” There are many other passages of Scripture 
similar to these. ‘iThe rock of our salvation” is an 
expression frequently used in the Old Testament. 

But as it is of great importance that my young readers 
should understand what is meant by building upon this 
rock, i will try to explain it a little further. When a 
sinner begins to believe the sayings of Christ, he is 
alarmed at the prospect of being cast into hell with sin- 
ners, where their worm dieth not, and where the fire is 
not quenched. He desires to be saved from that dread- 
ful misery ; but the Bible tells him that the wages of 
sin is death and how can he escape it who has 
committed so many sins? He reads again, Christ 
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,” 

Pet. iii. 18. “ Jesus delivered us from the wrath to 

come,” 1 Thess. i. 10. Believing these things, he does 
liope that he may escape from hell ; and thus his hope 
of being saved upon the death of Christ. He is 
persuaded that in God’s favour is life, and that his 
loving-kindness is better than life ; and he earnestly 
desires to have God for his friend. But the Bible de- 
clares, “Cursed is every one that coutinueth not in all 
ihings which are written in the book of the law to do 
them,” Gal. iii. 10. Then how can he hope for the fa- 
vour and friendship of God? He reads again, “ Christ; 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us,” Gal. iii. 13. “ God was in Christ, re- 

conciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them,” 2 Cor. v. 10. Pie finds comfort 
in believing these declarations ; and thus his hope of 
obtaining God’s favour resi?s upon Christ having borne 
the displeasure of God against sin. 
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i must not dwell too long on tliis part of the sub- 
ject; what I have said may help to show how it is, 
til at the soul is safe and happy in resting or bxiilding 
on Christ. And let it be observed, this is not merely 
the best way to be safe ; it is the only way. “ This is 
the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
wliichi is become the head of the corner. Neither is 
there salvation in any other : for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved,” Acts iv. 11, 12. 

And as Christ is the only foundation for comfort and 
safety, so he is the only foundation for holiness of heart 
and goodness of life. No sinner can believe that the Son 
of God loved him, and gave himself for him, without 
loving him in return. And as soon as he begins to love 
him, he will begin to feel pleasure in doing whatever 
is pleasing to him. Sin must become hateful to him, 
when he believes that it caused the Saviour’s suffer- 
ings. xind believing that except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,” John iii. 3, 
he will pray earnestly, “ Create in me a clean heart, 
O God ; and renew a right spirit within me,” Psa. li. 10. 
God has promised to answer this prayer, Ezek. xxxvi. 
25 — 27, 37. He has also promised to give liis Holy 
Spirit to those that ask him, Luke xl. 13; and the 
Saviour declares, that that heavenly Comforter should 
dwell with Ills people at all times, to instruct them 
hi all truth, John xiv. 26. When a person is thus 
taught to love God, and to remember his commands, 
every duty will be fulfilled in its proper time: so 
that his obedience may be compared to a stately build- 
ing, resting on a good foundation, and complete in 
cv'ery part. It is true, that a believer in Jesus is not 
entirely free from sin in this world; but it is his 
greatest grief that he should ever neglect any thing 
which wmiild please his best Friend. And knowing that 
he lias no strength of his own to do any thing aright, 
he will be continually depending on his grace, which 
is sufficient for him. Thus he not only built his hope 
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upon Christ at first, but continues resting upon liim as 
long as he lives.* 

Storms of temptation will often arise ; that is, lie may 
be in the midst of people who urge him to commit sin, 
and laugh at him if he refuses ; or he may fancy that he 
would obtain great worldly advantages from doing some- 
thing that is sinful. But even then, the good foimda- 
tion on w^hich he is built will save him from falling 
into sin. When thus tempted, he will cry the more 
earnestly to Christ for help; and through him he will 
“ obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need,” Heb. iv. 16. Storms of affliction, too, he must 
expect to feel ; one trouble may come upon him after 
another, like floods of great waters. But ‘‘ surely in 
the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh 
unto him.” God is his hiding-place ; He shall pre- 
serve him from trouble ; He shall compass him about 
with songs of deliverance, Psa. xxxii. 6, 7. He may 
lose his dearest friends ; but he has a Father in heaven, 
and & Friend who sticketh closer than a brother.” 
He may be poor; but he is yet without carefulness, 
casting all his care upon Him who careth for him ; and 
believing that ‘*the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof.” He feels sorrow at the death of friends, as well 
as other men ; and poverty or pain is in itself as distress- 
ing to him as to others. But then he has learned to love 
God, and to submit readily to all his will; because he 
is sure, that after having given his dearly beloved Son 
to die for him, he will never deprive him of any thing 
that would really make him happy. And though he 
does not see the reason of all his Father’s dealings 
with him, yet he cannot doubt that whom the Lord 
lo'veth he chasteneth, and that he chastens him for 
his profit, that he may be a partaker of his holiness, 
Heb. xii. 6 — 10. He is content to bear patiently all 
that can befall him on earth, knowing that in heaven 
“ there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry 
ing, neither shaU there be any more pain,” Rev xxi. 4, 

See Payable of the Viac and the Branches. 



And there he hopes to dwell with Him whom he loves 
better than any creature in the world. This prospect 
makes death appear welcome. He is not afraid to 
die, because Christ destroyed death, and him that had 
the power of death ; that is, the devil, Heb, ii. 14. It 
is sill which makes death dreadful; but he believes that 
the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth 
from all sin, 1 John i. 7. He can think with pleasure 
of appearing before God, because he knows that the 
Saviour ever iiveth to make intercession for them that 
come unto God by him,” Heb. vii. 25. Death is some- 
times compared to deep and dark waters ; hut even 
these cannot separate him from Christ, his strong Rock, 
And when the earth itself shall pass away, and the awful 
storm of Divine wrath shall hurst upon the enemies 
God, the believer will still remain unmoved : for in the 
midst of that dreadful overthrow, he will behold the 
Saviour in whom he believed, and who is able to keep 
that which he has committed unto Mm against that 
day, 2 Tim. i. 12. 

My dear children, you see how happy and how 
those are, who '^heai Christ’s sayings, and do them.” 
Should you not rejoice, that the youngest child who 
hears them is as welcome to build on the Rock of ages 
as the oldest person? And though you have not yet 
felt many of the storms we have been speaking of, you 
cannot live long without feeling them. Surely itis ve 
desirable, that before they arise, you should be able 
say, ‘‘ God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth he removed, and though the mountains he carried 
into the midst of the sea ; though the waters thereof roar 
and be troubled, though the mountains shake with 
swelling thereof,” Psa. xlvi. 1- — 3, Or, if you should 
die soon, if you have believed in Christ, death will 
be an early removal from all sin and sorrow, to 
place where there is no night, not even a single cloud, 
for evermore. Oh! then, be persuaded now to seek 
rest in Jesus. Be assured, that the cheerful sunshine of 
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chilclhood willbefar .more dellglitful if you empl oy it in 
building upon him. This is the only way to be really 
dutiful to your parents, and attentive to every tiling 
else which can make your friends esteem and love you. 
And thus only can you be enabled to serve and please 
your Father in heaven, 

, But I greatly fear that many young persons too much 
resemble the man who built his house upon the sand. 
They hear the sayings of Christ from their parents or 
teachers, and from their ministers, but they do them not. 
And yet, as this man’s house appeared to resemble the 
other, so they may persuade themselves and others, 
that they really do obey the Saviour’s commands,, 
They may enter into the closet every morning and 
evening, and having shut the door, they may kneel 
down to pray, Matt. vi. 6. They may carefully avoid 
swearing, Matt. v. 34 — S7 ; and even reprove their com- 
panions, if they should swear. They may willingly part 
with their money to feed the poor, Matt. vi. 1 — 4-,* nay, 
they may seem to pity the heathen children, and be 
very active in collecting pence and halfpence, to assist 
in sending good men to tell them of the Saviour. And 
so, in many other things, they may strictly attend to 
the sayings of Christ. But all this apparent goodness 
is only outward, it has no foundation. We might pity 
a man who built and adorned a dwelling which the first 
blast might throw down, because he knew no better. 
But the folly of such conduct as we have been de- 
scribing appears the greater, when we consider that 
the Bible gives the plainest directions about the only 
safe foundation, and also about the proper way of build- 
ing upon it. 

When you have been naughty at any time, a?nd dis- 
pleased your father, have jmu not watched for an op- 
portunity of doing something that was likely to please ? 
You ran to fetch him any thing he wanted, or you asked 
him to hear you read, or you began to tell him that 
you had risen higher in your class. But all would not 
do ; your father thought it necessary to show his dis* 
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pleasure at your fault, and lie would not even smile on 
3^011. Now, this may somewhat help you to understand 
wliat is meant saying, that no good works done by 
a sinner can be pleasing to Gody unless they -are built 
upon Christ. God is Justly displeased with sinners ; 
they are in disgrace with ' him. Sin is that thing 
which lie hates ; , and until their sins are forgiven, 
he cannot have any pleasure in their apparent endea- 
vours to serve him. But to return to your own case : 
when you have disobeyed your father, has not your 
elder brother, or sister, or some kind friend, taken 
you by the hand, brought you to your parent, and 
begged him to forgive your fault? And though before 
you might have cared little about what you had done, 
have you not then begun to feel ashamed and grieved, 
while you heard your friend thus pleading for you ? 
Did not the big tears begin to roll down your cheeks, 
while you then earnestly entreated forgiveness your- 
self? Now, Jesus Christ, God’s beloved Son, oifers to 
take every sinner by the hand, and bring him back to 
the favour of God. More than this, he has really suf- 
fered the punishment which their sins deserved, in 
order that their sins might be forgiven. He has shed 
his blood ; for God had declared, that ‘^ without shed- 
ding of blood is no remission,” Heb. ix. 22. And it is 
only when a sinner believes this, and thus sees the love 
and kindness of the Saviour, that he feels truly sorry 
for having offended God, and begins in earnest to 
desire his favour. 

But suppose that you had refused to let any one 
lead you to your father, and sullenly determined that 
you would either please him in your own way, or let 
iiim continue to be angry with you. Now, this resem- 
bles the conduct of those whom we are describing : 
they refuse Christ’s help; they harden their hearts 
against all the love he has shown, and all the suffer- 
ings he has endured ; they will not repent of their sins ; 
and they proudly determine that they 'will obtain the 
favour of God by good works of their own. But he 
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has declared, That the works of the law sliall no 
flesh be justified,” Gal. ii. 16; and that with out faith 
it is impossible to please him,” Heb. xi. 6. 

My dear reader, if this be your way of acting, you 
forget that mere outward attention to your duty is not 
enoiigli in the sight of God. ‘‘ The Lord seeth not as 
man seeth ; for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart,” TSam. xvi. 7. 
Now, the first of all the commandments is, Thou slialt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
tliy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all tliy 
strength,” Mark xii. 29, 30. And if he sees that you 
do not love him in your heart, your outward obedience 
to any other of his commands will not satisfy him. 
Saying of prayers is not that praying to your Father 
wlio seeth in secret, which Christ enjoined ; for God 
is a Spirit : and they that worship him must worsliip 
him in spirit and in truth,” John iv. 24. It is right to 
avoid profane swearing; but you take bis name in 
vain wlien you pray to him with your lips, while your 
hearts are far from him. And though you hestow all 
your goods to feed the poor, and though you give your 
body to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth you 
n othing, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Remember, too, that even the 
spiritual services of those who love God are still im- 
perfect ; they are not entirely free from sin. So that 
here again they need to rest on Christ, that through his 
merit and intercession their works may be accepted. 

And have you never met with storms of temptation, 
that have shaken your best resolutions, and overthrown 
all your intentions of behaving well? Have your com- 
paiiions never persuaded you to take a walk on the 
sabbath, by assuring you that your parent or teacher 
would not know of it? Or if you felt at all mi willing to 
consent, was it not merely from your fear of being found 
out ? When any thing particularly nice has been left in 
your way, so that you could take a part of it without its 
being missed, have you not taken it? though you knew 
that “ the eyes of the Lord are in every place, beliolding 
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the evil and tlie good and that he has said, Thou 
shalt not steal.” If you have broken or spoiled any 
thing, have not you thought it pleasanter to tell a lie, 
and say that you did not know it, than to bear the 
blame ? In snob cases as these, you must have found, 
that your building could not stand against the wind of 
temptation. 

And bow could you bear the storms of affliction ? 
If your parents were to die, and leave you orphans, 
you could not look up to a heavenly Father : you 
are like the child just described, who having displeased 
his parent, yet refuses the help of the friend who would 
gladly restore him to favour. If you should become 
poor, and be deprived of such food and clothing as you 
are accustomed to have, what is there to give you any 
comfort, or keep you from fretting and murmuring ? 
You have not believed the sayings of Christ, so that 
his promises could give you no hope ; nor indeed would 
you have any right to take encouragement from them 
ill your temporal distress. Sickness and death must 
be very alarming to you, for you have never been fixed 
on Christ, the Rock of ages ; and there is nothing else 
which can support you amidst the deep waters of death. 
Even if you had a hope of heaven, it . could afford }mu 
no pleasure to think of dwelling for ever with Him, 
whom you have never loved. But if you should con- 
tinue till you die to expect the favour of God, on ac« 
count of your own outward goodness, your destruction 
will only be the more awfully sudden : He, that being 
often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy,” Prov. xxix. 1. 

It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment. ” Heh. ix. 27. W e read of a great white 
throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away. Rev. xx. 11. And 
when this shall take place, what will there be for a poor 
sinful child to cling to ? How will the sight of the 
Judge terrify and confound you, when you recollect that 
he was willing to set your feet; upon a rock, and to 
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establish your goings, but that you preferred your own 
sandy foundation! Whatever you may fancy now, you, 
will then be convinced of your folly ; for many will 
say to Christ in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied, in thy name ? and in thy name have cast 
out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful 
w’orks ? And then will he profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniciuity, ’ 
Matt. vii. 22, 23. 

And what, my dear children, is the intention of tell- 
ing you these solemn truths? What was it that made 
the Saviour utter the words we have been considering ? 
Was it not that all might he led to examine whether 
they are secure against the dangers of this world, and 
tlie terrors of the next? that if they should find they 
have no such security, they maybe persuaded instantly 
to seek for safety where alone it can be found. Do not 
say that you are sure you are right, and that this is a 
matter which does not concern you : if there had not 
been great danger of mistake, probably the Saviour 
would not thus have spoken. Oh, think of his love to 
sinnei's; consider .that your souls must live forever; 
and ask yourselves whether you would be in the forlorn 
situation of one driven forth without a shelter, if not 
buried in the rains of his dwelling ; and not rather be 
found among the number of those who are received by 
Christ into bis Father’s house, where are many man- 
sions. May the Holy Spirit lead you to Christ now, 
while he waits to save you! and theiis in every storm, 
you may cheerfully sing, ‘‘ Behold, God is my salvation ; 
I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is 
!ny strength and my song ; he also is become my sal- 
vation,” Isa. xii. 2. 
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, THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER. 

MATTHEW XIII. 3 — 9 , . 18 — ' 23 . 

This parable, my young readers, is one wbicb you 
may easily understand, if you will pay attention to the 
didbrent parts of it You have often seen a path 
through a cornfield ; and you can readily imagine how 
some of the seed might fall on the path, wdiile the sower 
was scattering it. The birds would soon pick it up, and 
either eat it, or carry it away. I dare say you have 
seen, in some fields," a part that ’ivas very stony, and 
where there was very little earth, so that com would 
not grow. Then, again, you know that if corn were 
sown among bushes and brambles, it could not thrive. 
And you know too, that \vhen the ground is good, after 
it lias been ploughed, and sown, and harrowed, then 
there is plenty of corn to cut down in harvest time. 
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We are told, in Matt. xiii. 2, that “ great multi- 
tudes” of "people heard this parable. But the Saviour 
afterwards explained the meaning of it to his own dis- 
ciples by themselves. The word disciple means 
scholars ; and though you cannot now see the Saviour, 
yet you may still be his scholars, and learn of him. 
The explanation which he gave of this parable is written 
in the Bible, on purpose that you and every child who 
reads that blessed book, may understand his meaning, 
as well as those who heard him at first. Read from 
verse 18 to verse 23, 

The sower sowing his seed, is like a minister 
preaching the gospel ; and when you hear a sermon, 
and forget it all, then it may he said that “ the wicked 
one cometh, and catcheth away that which was sown 
in your hearts.” Observe, it is when people do not 
understand what they hear, that the wicked one catches 
it away. Now, you must not think, that because you 
are children, you cannot understand any thing of the 
sermons you liear. Good ministers are pleased, when 
they see children attentive to what they are saying ; 
they sometimes preach sermons on purpose for chil- 
dren, and they always try to use such plain and easy 
words as every one of their hearers may understand. 

It is very naughty to be talking, or playing with 
your books, or looking about you, while you are hear- 
ing a sermon. God is displeased with such as do so. 
You should look at the preacher ; and if you will take 
notice, a little while after he has begun to preach, you 
will generally bear Mm mention two or three things 
wdiich he is going to speak about : and he will most 
likely say, “ In the first place, in the second place, in 
the third place,” etc. The things that are mentioned 
in this way, are called the divisions, or the heads of 
the sermon. I have known children, much younger 
than most of those who are likely to read this, who 
could always tell the heads of the sermon when they 
came home ; and if you would try to remember them, 
it would help you to remember and understand all the 
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rest Many of you can write : now, if you were to 
write down, when you are at borne on the sabbath 
day, what you remember of the sermons you have 
heard, you might read it over, and ask your parents to 
explain it to you through the week. Above ail, pray 
earnestly to God that he would teach you to under- 
stand his own word ; and you may he sure that he 
will listen to the prayer of the youngest child who 
really desires to be taught by his Spirit. If you will 
read, Psa. cxix., you will find many petitions for assist- 
ance to understand the word of God, particularly 
verses 12, 18, 64, 68, 73, 125, 169.^ 

The seed sown on stony ground is like those people 
who are quite pleased with some sermons that they 
have heard, and who seem all at once to become very 
religious. They begin to read their Bibles every day, 
and to go regularly to public worship. They will not 
walk in the fields on the sabbath, or go to races and 
feirs. But though their conduct is so different from 
what it was before, their hearts are not changed. 
Though they do many good things, it is not because 
they love Jesus Christ, and are anxious to please him. 
And so if their acquaintances begin to laugh at them, 
or any of their friends are unkind to them, because they 
do not act as they did formerly, they cannot hear it. 
They give up their religion altogether; and this shows 
that it has been like the corn that grew on the stony 
ground ; it was all on the outside, having no root within. 
My young reader, has this ever been the case with 
you ? Have not you sometimes tried to do what the 
preacher told you was your duty ; but when some of 
your companions found it out they laughed at you, 
and 5^11 continued to do what you knew to be wrong 
rather than he laughed at? The Bible tells us that 
^‘ail who will live godly in Christ Jesus” must expect 
to he ridiculed, and even sometimes very ill used, by 
those who hate true religion : hut if you had really 
loved Jesus Christ, he %vould have been your friend; 
and you would have found, that he could make you 
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happy, even though every earthly friend had treated 
you unkindly. .■ 

Those people who begin to think or talk about their 
worldly business as soon as they leave a place of wor- 
ship, may be said to ^‘receive seed among thorns.” 
A,nd though those who read this may be too young to 
have any business to do, or to think of trying to become 
rich, yet there are many tilings which may “ choke 
the word,'’ even in, them. If you are tliinkiiig about 
your play more than about what the minister is say- 
ing; or if you are wishing that the sermon were done, 
that you may tell your companions about some new 
clotlies you expect to get, it is very unlikely that you 
can be the better for wbat you have heard. 

He that received seed into the good ground is lie 
that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which 
also heareth fruit,” etc. You see it is not enough to 
remember and understand what a preacher of tlie gos- 
pel says ; you should also put it in practice. If he tells 
you that you should seek the salvation of your souls, 
and yet you still continue careless about it, you are 
not bringing forth fruit; and I will tell jrou what God 
says about those who hear his word again and again, 
and yet bring forth no fruit; For the earth which 
drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, andbring- 
eih forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, 
receiveth blessing from God : but that which heareth 
thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing ; 
whose end is to be burned,” Heb. vi. 7, 8. These are 
very awTul words. 

But, perhaps, you would tell me, that you have 
sometimes wished very much to be good children ; 
that you have tried to pray and to think about good 
tilings, but you could not; and you think it so very 
difficult to be truly religious, that it is of no use for you 
to try to be so. Now, the reason why you have found 
it so difficult is, that your hearts are wicked; and if 
you , were to try all your lives,, you could never make 
them any better. But Jesus Christ came into the 
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world on purpose to save sinners such rrs you. He in- 
vites you to come to him, just as you are; and he is 
able to change your hearts, and to make you love what 
is good. He can give you his Holy Spirit, to teach 
you to ■ understand what the Bible says. ' He knows 
all -ydii think, and all that you feel,' even better than 
you do yourselves. In short, he is' exactly such a 
Saviour as you need; and you may be assured, my 
dear cliildren, that until you believe what God has 
told you about him, and trust in hint as your best 
Friend, you will never bring forth good fruit. 
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THE PARABLE OE THE TARES. 


MATTHEW XIII. 24 — 30 , 36 — 43 . 

Ip you remember wliat was said about tlie parable of 
tbe sower, you will tbe more easily understand this one. 
The held where the good,. seed was sowed means this 
world. The man thd^q^v,^d repigsents the Lord Jesus 
Christ : this world ^ alL'Iiia ; and when he came to 
this earth, he sowed the.-good seed ; that is, he preached 
the gospel to men. And though he is not on earth 
now, the same gospel is still preached; and this is 
done hy his servants, because he cdmmanded them to 
do so. The enemy who sowed the tares is the devil. 
He is the enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ, as well as 
of the souls of men ; and all those people who do not 
love Jesus Christ, and will not have him for their Sa- 
viour, are the deviFs servants. These servants of his 
are very willing to do whatever he pleases ; and he 
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employs many of them in trying to prevent the good 
seed from growing, by sowing bad seed amongst it. 

They have various ways of doing this. Your teach- 
ers, and the preachers of the gospel, tell you that you 
are sinners, and that God is angry with you Tor, your 
sins ; but other people will often foolishly telLyou, 
that you have never done any harm, that your hearts 
are good, and that certainly God will not punish such 
young innocent creatures as you. The servants of 
Christ assure you, that you can never he happy till 
you believe in him, and walk in his ways ; but you 
will sometimes be told by ignorant people, that reli- 
gion is a very gloomy thing, and that you shoi^d iake 
your pleasure while you are young, and leave^' religion 
till you are older. Now, wlmt such persons tell .you 
will please you much better than what the sefYa^ts of 
Christ tell you; but if what they say be different from 
what God says in the Bible, it cannot he true. “ God 
cannot lie,” hut the devil has been a liar from the be- 
ginning. 

Take notice of the difference between the plants 
that grew from the good, and from the had seed, Tlie 
one grew into corn, and the other into tares,* which 
were useless weeds. The Saviour explains the corn 


® " It is Iiiglily probable that it is the darnel, (in Latin lolium,') that 
species called by botanists temulentum, -which grows among corn, 
■i^ich is here intended. For first, this appears to be the Latin word, 
by which the Greek was wont to be interpreted. Secondly, it agrees ta 
the characters above mentioned. It is a noxious weed ; for when 
the seeds happen to be mingled and ground with the corn, the bread 
made with this mixture always occasions sickness and giddiness in 
those who eat it ; and tlie straw lias the same efl’ect upon the cattle ; 
it is from this quality, and the appearance of drunkenness which it 
produces, that it is termed ivraie in French, and has tiie specific name 
temulentum given it by botanists. It is well known to the peojde at 
Aleppo, says Forskal ; the reapers do not separate the plant, but after 
the threshing they reject tlie seeds by means of a van or sieve. Other 
travellers mention, that in some parts of Syria the pi ant is drawn up 
by the hand in the time of harvest along with the wheat, and is then 
gathered out and bound in separate bundles. In the parable of the 
tares, our Lord states the very same circumstances; they grew among 
the grain ; tliev were not separated by the tillers, but suffered to grow- 
up together till the harvest ; they were thm gathered from among the 
wheat, and bound \iji ixi b\xvidles,*'~--Scnptu>e Natural History. 
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to mean tlie children of God, and the tares to mean 
the children of the wicked one. The servants knew 
the difference between the corn and the. tares when 
they both grew up ; and so it is quite possible to know 
who are God’s children, and who are not. If you be- 
lieve those who speak the truth as it is in the Bible, 
you will immediately seek to have your sins forgiven,, 
and your heai'ts changed ; you will love Jesus Christ, 
wlio died upon the cross to obtain these blessings for 
you ; and because you love him, you will keep the sab- 
bath holy, you will obey your parents, and try at all 
times to do everything else that is right. But if you 
believe the lies of Satan, you will think that you have 
no need of a Saviour, and will expect to be happy, 
even while you are breaking God’s commandments. 
Your conduct will show that these are your thoughts ; 
you will trifle and play on the sabbath ; and when you 
are at school, or at public worship, you will pay no at- 
tention to what you hear : though you may sometimes 
obey your parents, and speak the truth, it will only be 
v^Iien it happens to suit your own inclination ; at otlier 
times you will readily be guilty of lying and disobedi- 
ence. You see you must he either the children of 
God, or the children of the wicked one ; there is no 
other sort of people spoken of in the Biifle. And do 
you not tremble at the very thought of having Satan 
for your father ? 

You remember that the man in the parable vrould 
not allow his servants to root up the tares immediately^ 
but desired that they and the corn should remain to- 
gether till the harvest. This means, that God allows 
butli good and bad people to live together in this 
world for a time. He does not send people to hell as 
soon as they show themselves to he the children of 
the wicked one, because he is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
How soon do the young begin to show that they are 
Satan’s children 1 for the Bible says that ‘‘ the wicked 
go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies and 
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Satan is called the father of lies. Yet God has spared 
yon till now ; he has given you many opportunities of 
learning the triithj which is able to save your souls : 
and are you still believing those who advise you to 
put off attending to religion till you are older ? Re- 
member, God has already had long patience with yon ; 
and, perhaps, lie may not bear, with you much longer. 
Some few persons live in this world for sevent;^, or 
even eighty years; but a far greater number die while 
they are young. 

it was not till the harvest that the tares were ga- 
thered and burned in the fire ; and the Saviour tells 
us, that the harvest means tlie end of the world, or the 
day of judgment. When this may be we cannot tell ; 
but you should never forget, that in whatever stale 
your souls are when you die, they will be found in the 
very same state at the last day. if you die the children 
of the wicked one, you will be among those whom the 
angels shall cast into a furnace of fire, where there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. ’’ That is the 
place wliere Satan dwells, and there all his children 
must remain with him for ever. 

But after the useless tares had been gathered^ and 
burned in the fire, the wheat was carefully reaped, and 
laid up in the bam. This represents the children of 
God being carried to heaven to dwell with their Father, 
And the Saviour says, that then they shall “ shine 
forth as the sun.” In the Bible, darkness often means 
sorrow, and light means joy and happiness. So we 
are to understand here, that in heaven there will not 
only be no more grief or pain, but that there will be 
perfect liappiness ; though the children of God may have 
been poor and mean in this world, they will appear all 
bright and glorious in heaven. 

I am sure you all desire to reach that delightful 
place ; but observe what those are called who are to 
shine forth there as the sun: in verse 43, tliey are 
ca led “ righteous.” Wlien any persons are called 
so in the Bible, it means that God has pardoned 
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them, made them holy, and is well pleased with 
them. It means that t4iey are somewhat like himself, 
loving what is good, and hating what is evil. You 
know that children generally resemble their parents. 
The children of the devil are like him, and do as he 
does; and the childi*en of God are also like their Fa- 
ther, and delight to do his will. But how did they 
become righteous ? for the Bible says that “ there is 
none righteous, no, not one.” How can you be made 
righteous? My dear reader, that is the most import- 
ant question that you can'^possihly ask. I must try to 
give you an answ'er to it. It is indeed true that you 
have no righteousness of your own; but Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour of sinners, is the Righteous One. His 
whole life on earth was spent in doing the will of God 
his Father, who has declared that he is well pleased 
with him. He also died instead of sinners, suffering 
the punishment that they deserved. When any sinner 
believes these things, and trusts in him as his Saviour, 
his sins are not only forgiven, but the righteousness 
of Christ is reckoned to him as if it were his own. He 
becomes righteous in the sight of God, the same as 
if he had himself perfectly obeyed the Divine law; 
and at the same time, his heart is changed, so that he 
begins to hate every sin, and to take delight in all that 
is holy. ' 

Unless you are thus made righteous, yon can never 
be tbe cliildren of God, or shine forth as the sun in his 
kingdom. Satan and his servants may tell you, that 
if you do your duty as well as you can, God will re- 
quire no more ; but do not believe them ; for the Bible 
declares, that “ there is none other name under liea- 
ven given among men, whereby we must be saved,’® 
but the name of Jesus, Acts iv. 12. But“he is able 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him,” Heb. vii. 25. 
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One purpose for whicli the Saviour came on earth 
was to make known the gospel to men. Gospel means 
good news ; and when “ the gospel is mentioned in 
the Bible, it means all the iiiforraatioii which is neces- 
sary for sinners, to make them acquainted with the 
way by which they may be saved from everlasting 
misery. They deserve to go to hell; and certainly it 
is the best news they can possibly hear, that there is a 
way by wliich they may escape hell, and enter lieaveii. 

The v/ay of salvation which the Saviour came to 
make known was not new. Many good people had 
gone to heaven before that time, and none of them had 
reached that happy place in any other way. Adam 
and had no sooner become sinners, by eating of 
the forbidden fruit, than God gave them the promise 
of a Saviour, Gen. iii. 15. Noah, and Abraham, and 
Moses, and many other good men, whose names you 
have read received from God promises of the same 
kind. And after the Jews were settled in Canaan, all 
the sacritices which were offered at the temple of Jeru- 
salem, and all the worship carried on there, were in- 
tended to explain to them, and help them to keep in 
mind, the coming and the death of Christ. But though 
the Jews possessed all these advantages for learning the 
way of salvation, yet there were very many of them 
who did not understand it. Most of them were ungrate- 
ful to that God who had done such wonderful things 
for them ; and at the time when the Saviour cariie, 
though their public worship was still continued, there 
were scarcely any truly religious people among them. 

They had not forgot that tliere was a Saviour to 
come ; hut they expected him to he a great king, wdio 
should subdue all their enemies, and reign with great 
grandeur in the land of Canaan. As this was what 
they wished, they were disappointed when they saw 
Jesus, whose mother was a poor woman, and who was 
so poor himself that he had not where to lay his head. 
Very few of them believed that he really was the Sa- 
viour who had been promised ; and almost ail those 
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wlio were rich and great, liated and despised both him 
and those who followed liim. After treating him 
cruelly while lie lived, they at last nailed him to the 
cross, and there he died. . He rose again from the 
dead, but he did not remain long upon earth; he re- 
turned to heaven. Those disciples whom he left be- 
hind were few ; and the apostles, those men whom he 
had particularly appointed to preach the gospel, , were 
poor and unlearned, some of them fishermen. It 
seemed, therefore, very unlikely that the gospel should 
he much attended to, even in Canaan, it was less 
likely that it should be carried into other nations, for 
they did not understand the language spoken in Ca- 
naan ; and they were all worshippers of idols, and 
had no desire for a new religion. Besides, all men 
naturally dislike the gospel ; they love sin, and it 
is not pleasant to them to hear that God is displeased 
with it. 

But the gospel was God’s own wmrd, and his powder 
was able to make it spread, though so many things 
seemed to stand in the way. When the very first ser- 
mon was preached in Jerusalem, after the Saviour 
had gone into heaven, there were three thousand per- 
sons who believed in him, Acts ii. 41. And if you 
read the Acts of the Apostles, you will find, that 
though those who believed the gospel rvere often most 
cruelly treated, yet great numbers did believe it, not 
only in Canaan, but in every part of the world that 
was then kno\vn. See particularly Acts iv. 4 ; v. 14 ; 
viii. 6 ; _xiii. .xiv. xvi.,'etc, . 

The gospel has continued to be preached in the 
world ever since that time, and there have always been 
some who believed it. Wicked men have done a great 
deal to prevent it from spreading; but it is remark- 
able, that it has sometimes spread the most, when their 
rage and cruelty have been the greatest. At the pre- 
sent time, it is preached in a greater number of places 
tnaii it ever was before; and we believe that it shall 
soon be known in every country upon earth. 

■ ■ ■ 'c.'2 
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My youthful reader, I hope you hear the gospel 
preached every sabbath day ; but let me ask you, Have 
you believed it ? Perhaps you scarcely know how to 
answer the question. You have always been accus- 
tomed to go regularly to a place of worship ; you 
know that your kind minister desires to do you good ; 
and when you see how earnest he is, in entreating the 
young to seek the Lord, you cannot hut listen with at- 
tention. When you hear him describe the sufferings 
of Ciirist, and talk of the greatness of his love in com- 
ing from heaven to save you, you are sometimes so 
much affected, that you cannot forbear weeping. 
When you hear of the happiness of heaven, you wish 
that it may be yours ; and when you are told of the 
miseiy of liell, you determine to flee from the wrath 
to come. If you have such feelings, it is well, and 
your minister would be glad if he knew it ; hut, my 
dear young friend, many others have felt in this way, 
who yet never really believed the gospel. 

Now attend a little to the parable of the leaven, 
which is intended to show what effect the gospel has 
upon those who do believe it. Some who read this 
may never have seen bread made with leaven. Leaven 
is made of flour and water, mixed into a paste, and kept 
till it is sour. When used in the making of bread, it an- 
swers much the same purpose as yeast; only it gives 
the bread rather a sour taste. A small piece of leaven 
is sufficient to make a large loaf. After it is put among 
the flour or meal, it must stand for some time before the 
bread is kneaded and put into the oven ; hut it will 
then be found to have spread through every part of it. 

When the gospel is really believed, it is said to “ en- 
ter into the heart.” It is not enough merely to believe 
that there once was a person in the world called Jesus, 
as if it were something that did not at all concern you. 
In the same way, you may sometimes believe any news 
that you hear ; but if it is what you have nothing to do 
with, ymu are neither glad nor sorry ; perhaps you pre- 
sently forget it. But if a person told you that the 
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liouse was on fire, and you believed him, would you not 
be afraid ? If you believed a friend who proniised to 
give you a handsome present, would you not be glad, 
and at the same time grateful to him ? I am sure you 
would; and if you really believe that God is angry 
with you, you will be afraid and unhappy; if you be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ died to save yoxi from the just 
anger of God, you will rejoice, and at the same time, 
3 'ou will he thankful to him for doing so. If you be- 
lieve that sin is exceedingly hateful and displeasing to 
God, you will certainly desire to avoid it. » 

Tliese feelings, that I have now described, will not 
merely come into your minds occasionally; they will 
abide there. Like the leaven in the meal, they will 
spread through your heart, and your conduct too. You 
will not only do some duties, which happen to suit your 
inclination ; but you will attend even to those winch are 
most unpleasant in themselves. Y^ou will not only avoid 
some sins, which might displease your parents ; but you 
will be afraid and unwilling to do wrong, even when 
no one can see you. In short, v/hen the gospel is be- 
lieved, it makes so complete a change, both on the heart 
and the conduct, that the Bible calls it being “ born 
again,” getting a new heart.” 

Does any one of my readers say, Ob ! I wish I bad 
a new heart ! But how can a young child like me im- 
clerstaiid and believe the gospel?” My dear child, the 
Spirit of God can teach the youngest and the most ig- 
norant, and make them wise unto salvation,” God 
givetb the Holy Spirit to those that ask him. He has 
given a promise that may encourage even you : A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you see Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. Whatever he 
has promised to give, you are permitted to ask in 
prayer, for the sake of Christ; and if you are at a loss 
what to say, you will find a prayer in Psa. li. 10 : 

Create in me a clean heart, 0 God ; and renew a 
right spirit within me,” 
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THE PARABLE OF THE TREASURE. 

MATTHEW XIII. 44. 

This parable, as well as several others, begins by 
saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like,” etc. These 
words, “the kingdom of heaven,” when used in the 
Biole, often mean not only heaven itself, but the king- 
aomof Christ in this world. “The kingdom is tSe 
Lords: and he is the governor among the nations,'’ 
rsa. xxiL 28. “He doeth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; and none can stay his hand, or say unto him. 
What doest thourDan. iv. 35. But though this is 
the case, yet by nature men hate to submit to the 
Almightjr. “Therefore they say unto God, Depart from 
us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
"VHiat is the Almighty, that we should serve him ? and 
what profit should we have, if we pray unto him 
Job xxi. 14, 15. 

Satan, who first persuaded Eve to disobey God, is 
called the god and the prince of this world, John xii, 31 ; 
- Cor. iv. 4 ; EpH. ii. 2 j because the men of this world 
Wiiimgiy serve and obey him. Disobedience to God is 
called sin, and “ the wages of sin is death,” Eom. vi. 23. 
All have sinned, so that all are condemned to die, and 
to depart into, that everlasting fire, which was at first 
prepared for the devil and his angels. But Jesus Christ 
came, “ that he might destroy the works of the devil,” 
1 John iii, 8 ; ** that through death he might destroy 
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liim that had the power of deatli, that is, the devil/* 
Heb. ii. 14. ^ For this he lived and died on earth; for 
this he now lives and reigns in heaven . The number of 
those who honour and obey him, as their King, is con- 
tinually increasing ; and we read in the Bible, that there 
is a time coming, when his kingdom shall fill the earth, 
Fsa. Ixxii. 8 ; Dan. ii, 44. Now, it seems to have been 
the Saviour’s intention, in the various parables con- 
tained in Matt, xiii., not only to explain how this 
should be brought about, but also what kind of king- 
dom it really was to be. This was the more necessary, 
on account of those mistaken notions about it, already 
mentioned. «• 

You have read, perhaps, of more than one great man, 
who wished to become a king ; or, if lie was a king al- 
ready, he wished to make his kingdom larger, to have 
a peater number of people under his command. For 
this purpose h^ employed soldiers to fight ; he went 
into the country which he desired to govern, and tried 
to force all the inhabitants to submit to him ; nay, some- 
times he killed or imprisoned the king who liad been 
reigning before. If he could succeed in all this, then 
he obtained the kingdom he desired ; and though the 
people might like their old king best, they were obliged 
to obey the new one. If they refused, or rebelled, his 
soldiers or officers would soon be sent to punish them. 
But nothing at all like this was to take place in the 
kingdom of Christ. All that he desired his servants to 
do, was to make known the gospel; the good news of 
wli at Jesus had done, in order to reconcile rebellious 
sinners to God. This was the only way in which they 
\yere to be brought under his authority ; when they be- 
lieved this gospel, they would at once'suhmit to him in 
their hearts. It is the love and obedience of the heart 
which he seeks ; and it would give him no satisfaction, 
though the whole world were forced to-^call him their 
king, if they did not do it willingly. His throne is not 
on earth, but in heaven ; and though his glory is greater 
See page 26, 
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than that of the mightiest earthly monarch, it is not seeii 
by the men of the woiicl. Let me just further observe, 
that children need not be afraid to come near so glori- 
ous a King, or think that they have no concern in the 
affairs of his kingdom. In Isa. xl. 10, it is said of Christ, 
‘‘ Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, 
and his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is with 
liim, and his work before him.” But it is immediately 
added, verse 11, “ He shall feed his flock like a shep- 
herd ; he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are 
with young.” And the only time that Jesus publicly 
appeared as a king when he was on earth, there were 
many children around him. These children cried, Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David and when some proud per- 
sons wished the Saviour to reprove them, he replied, 
Have ye never read, Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise Matt. xxi. 1 — 16. 

We have spoken of the way in which men obtain a 
kingdom. The inhabitants of a whole country may all 
at once be compelled to obey a new king ; and he may 
go with great pomp and grandeur to take possession of 
his new dominion. But when the gospel is puhlished, 
one person here and another person there become the 
siibj ects of King Jesus. And though we have reason to 
think, that many in different places are every day leav- 
ing the kingdom of Satan, yet they do it silently and 
secretly, unknown and unnoticed by those around them. 
Thus when Christ was demanded by the Pharisees, 
“ when the kingdom of God should come, he answ-ered 
them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not until 
observation,” that is, not with outward show : neither 
shall they say, Lo here f or, lo there ! for, behold, the 
kingdom of God is within you,” Luke xvii. 20, 21. The 
altered conduct of Christ’s subjects will soon show what 
king they obey ; and if they are asked, they must not 
be ashamed to tell, Matt, x, 32, 33. But the moment 
when they began to obey him is known only to himself, 
and tliere was no outward bustle or show to mark the 
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clmnge. This seems to be particularly taught in the 
parables of the hidden treasure, and the pearl of great 
price. The man who found the treasure, does not ap- 
pear to have been seeking it, or to have known that 
there was such a treasure. To speak after the manner 
of men, it was by accident that he found it; and, in- 
stead of making a great noise about it, he hid it again, 
lest any one should take it from him. 

The treasure seems intended to mean the salvation of 
Christ, that is, deliverance from sin and from misery by 
him. This may well be called a treasure, for those 
who obtain it shall never want any good thing. They 
have ‘‘ an inheritance incorruptible, and imdefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven’’ for them, 1 
Pet, i. 4. And though they may not immediately go 
to this inheritance, they are rich and happy even while 
they remain on earth. They may have little of this 
world’s goods to call their own ; hut their God shall 
supply ail their need ‘‘ according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus,” Phil. iv. 19. Their Father in heaven 
tells them to be careful for nothing : but in everything, 
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, to let 
their requests be made known unto him, Phil. iv. 6. 
In Christ all fulness dwells, and they are complete in 
him, Col. i. 19 ; ii. 9, 10. There are many rich men 
in the world, who yet are not contented or satisfied. 
But the treasure which Jesus spoke of, satisfies every 
wish and desire of the mind, John iv. IS, 14. There 
are many things which cannot be bought for money, 
Solomon says, that “ if a man would give all the sub- 
stance of his house for love, it would utterly be con- 
temned,” Song viii. 7. Now, if a man had all the 
riches ill the world, what a poor creature would he be 
if he had not a friend, or one person to be kind to him! 
But those who find the gospel treasure, find a Friend 
who ioveth at all times, and a Brother who is born for 
adversity, Prov. xvii. 17. They have a Father who is 
too wise ever to be mistaken, who always keeps his 
promise, and whose love can never come to an end. 


34 ; PAliA'BLK OF ■ 

liVhat comfovt could tliousauds of gold and silver give 
to one who is full of pain, and worn witli sickness, liav- 
ing no prospect of recovery, but “ a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries?” But lie who finds the trea- 
sure of which . we are speaking, can say with David, 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits ; who forgive th all thine iniquities ; who liealetli 
all thy diseases,” Psa. ciii. 2, 3. Sin is often compared 
to a disease; because it prevents the soul from enjoying 
any real comfort, and entirely unfits it for serving God. 
But Jesus came into the world to be a Physician for 
souls, Matt. i.x. 12, 13. And when he has healed the 
soul, the sinner can say, “ I have learned, in whatso- 
ever state I am, therewith to be content,” Phil. iv. 11. 

Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day,” 2 Cor. iv. 16. While sutfering 
the severest pain, he feels assured that it is his Father’s 
hand which afflicts him, and that he will not continue 
the affliction a moment longer than is good for him. 
He knows, that if the sickness should be unto death, it 
%vili only bring him sooner to the place where his prin- 
cipal treasure is laid up, where the inhabitant saith 
not, I am sick where tliere is no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there he any more 
pain.” 

Is any one of my readers ready to say, “ This is a 
treasure indeed ; can you tell me where it is to he 
found?” Yes, my dear young friend, you have often 
been in the field where it is hid : I hope you are in it 
every day. The field is the Bible : and oh, how delight- 
ful it is to think that the poorest child in Britain may 
now obtain a Bible ! Happy, indeed, is that hoy or girl, 
to whom it can be said, as it was to Timothy of old, 

From a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, raroiigli 
fiiith which is in Christ J esus,” But as we may suppose 
tliat many persons had walked through the field where 
the treasui'e lay, without finding it ; so very many 
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read the Bible witliout becoming ‘‘rich in faith, and' 
heirs of tlie kingdom which God hath promised to 
tlieni that love him.” Such people read the Scriptures 
without considering that they contain a treasure ; and 
therefore, while they are reading, they do not look for it. 
But some who have continued to read in this uiiprolic- 
able manner for years, are at length brought to see that 
the word of tlie Lord is “ more to be desired than gold, 
yea, than iniicli fine gold : sweeter also than honey and 
the lioney-comb,” ?sa. xix. 10. God is pleased to 
open their luiderstandiiig, that they may understand 
the Scriptures, Luke xxiv. 4-5. They are surprised to 
find such riches, where they never before saw any thing 
to desire. Every word is now precious to them, because 
tliey are taught to believe every word is spoken by Him 
who cannot lie. “ They rejoice even as one that fndeth 
great spoil.” So great is their joy, that they would 
willingly part with all they have besides. They are con- 
\diiced that one thing is needful;” and they choose 
tliat good part which shall not be taken away from 
them, Luke x. 42. They cannot do any thing to buy 
or deserve the treasure. At the same time they are re- 
quired to give up every sin, and even some pleasures 
which they did not before think sinful ; but all this they 
cheerfully do, because they are satisf ed and happy with 
their new enjoyments, and because they love Him who 
has made them so happ 5 U They feel assured that it 
would prof t them nothing if they were to gain the whole 
world, and lose their own souls, Mark viik 36, 37 ; 
therefore they wish to keep from every thing that would 
interfere with their salvation, or hinder them in their 
course toward the full possession of their inheritance. 
Worldly people around them wonder at their conduct, 
because they do not understand the reason of it ; just as 
we may suppose, that tho.se who knew nothing of the 
treasure which the man had found would be surprised 
at his selling all bis old possessions in order to buy one 
field. Their surprise would come to an, end when they 
learned what the field contained; and the gay and 
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THE PARABLE OF THE PEARL. 

MATTHEW xin. 45, 46. 

A PEARL, as many of my youtliful readers know, is a 
white shining thing, generally of around shape, and is 
found in some kinds of shell-fish, particularly those 
which are called pearl-oysters. Pearls are used and 
greatly admired as ornaments. Cleopatra, queen of 
Egypt, had a pearl valued at £80,000 sterling; and 
Fliilip II., king of Spain, had one as large as a pi- 
geon^ egg, valued at 144,000 ducats. I mention 
Siese, in order to explain the conduct of the mer- 
chant-man who was seeking goodly pearls. Many 
of those which he had aheady found perhaps were 
small, and of little value. It is but seldom that very 
large ones are to be met with, and that is the reason 
why these are so dear. JBut if a, man w'ere to find 
only one such as those described above, it would make 
his fortune of itself, if he could sell it. Thus the 
merchant-man was glad to obtain one pearl of great 
price, though it cost him all that he had. 

There is one thing which all the men, and women, 
and children in the world are constantly seeking, and 
that is happiness. Almost every one seeks it in a dif- 
ferent way ; hut each one thinks that he would be 
very happy, if he could only obtain that particular 
thing which he desires the most. The merchant-man 
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probably travelled many miles, and endured much 
trouble and fatigue, while he was seeking goodly 
pearls. And there is scarcely any labour or difficulty 
which men will not undergo, in order to be happy. 
Thus Solomon says, “ All things are full of labour ; 
man cannot utter it : the eye is not satisfied with see- 
ing, nor the ear filled with hearing,” Eccl. i. 8. And 
because there is not one of all the things, w'hicli men 
strive after, in this world, that can really make them 
happy, he also says, “Yanity of vanities, saith the 
Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What 
profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh 
under the sun?” Eccl. i. 2, 3. The God of salvation 
daily loadeth us with benefits ; every day he gives us 
good things for this life, more than we can number ; 
and these may be compared to goodly pearls ; but yet 
they are not sufficient to make the soul happy. 

Wffiat, then, is meant by that one pearl of great 
price which the merchant-man found ? it is generally 
understood to mean the Lord Jesus Christ himself. 1 
have already mentioned the weight and the price of 
several very fine pearls; but who can describe the 
glory, and beauty, and excellence of the Son of God ? 
If we wish to know any thing of him^ we must follow 
his own direction : “ Search the Scriptures ; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life : and they are they 
wdiich testify of me,” John v. 39. They testify, that 
is, they solemnly declare, that, ‘^In the beginning 
was the'VYord, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. All things were made by him ; and 
without him was not any thing made that was made,” 
John i. 1, 3. His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace,” Isa. ix. 6. ‘^Jie is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them,” Heb. vii. 25. All power is given unto him in 
heaven and in earth, Matt, xxviii. 18. And lie 
manages and orders everything, so as to msd.e liis 
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people safe and liappy. He is a Friend tliat stick- 
etli closer tliaii a brother and even, the fondness of a , 
mother for the infant at her breast, is not ..equal to bis, 
unchangeable love, Isa. slix.- 15, 16. ■ He ■ never, for . . 
one moment forgets those whom he loves ; and they 
camiot have one sorrowful or anxious thought that he 
does, not know. . He loved them,- gave himself 
for them. .His love was stronger than death wlien he' -:.i 

hung upon the cross; and he is *Uhe same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever.” He is ‘‘ not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in- i 

finnities ; hut was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.” “ For in that he himself hath suf- 
fered being tempted, he is able to succour them that 
are tempted,” Heb. iv. 15; ii. 18. 

If we read the history of his life on earth, w'e shall | 

find that his pity and his tenderness were always re- I 

markable. Look at his kindness to the widow of | 

Hain, and to the woman w'ho had “ an issue of blood,” I 

Luke vii, II — 15; Matt. ix. 20 — 22. Think how he I 

had compassion on those who had nothing to eat, and 
how plentifully he supplied their wants ; and observe, 
there were many children among those whom he thus 
relieved, Matt. xiv. 14 — 21. Indeed, children ahvays 
met with particular kindness from him. “ He took 
them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
Messed them,” Mark x. 16. Recollect, too, how he 
“ went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing every disease among the people,” Matt, 
ix. S5-— 38. Wherever lie went, he brought health and 
joy to those who were oppressed with disease and grief. 

See him -weeping at the sight of the tears of others, 

J ohn xi. 33, 35 ; and hear him pray for those who ,, . 
nailed him to the cross. Consider how he endured the ; 
contradiction of sinners against himself ; “ who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, 
he threatened not ; hut committed himself to him that 
Judg.rth righteous! V,” 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

» 2 
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What gracious promises did he make to his disciples 
before he left the world ! John xiii.^ — xviL And let it 
be remembered, that he never speaks any thing but the 
truth. You may meet with people who speak to you 
very kindly, while, after all, they are your greatest 
enemies; or they may promise to do many things for 
you, which they cannot perform. But it is not so with 
the blessed Saviour. He makes the kindest promises 
to those who deserve nothing but his anger ; and he 
never yet disappointed any that believed him. He is 
nov/ seated at the riglit hand of God, in glory so bright, 
that our eyes could not bear to look at him : yet it is 
his great delight to save sinners from hell, and to make 
them fit for dwelling in his presence. He is prepar- 
ing a place for them, and he will come again and re- 
ceive them unto himself. It is his presence that makes 
heaven such a happy place ; and it will be the highest 
enjoyment of his people to love and admire him 
through ail eternity. “ He is the chiefest among ten 
thousand; yea, he is altogether lovely.” 

But what does it mean to find this precious pearl? 
The Saviour freely offers himself to all who hear the 
gospel. He says, Him that come th to me I will in 
no wise cast out,” John vi. 37. But many who hear 
these things, see no form nor comeliness in him that 
they should desire him, Isa. liii. 2 : just as we may 
suppose that a person, who did not know the value of 
pearls, would throw the finest away, thinking them to 
be useless. But if one who knew better were to take 
up what was thus thrown down, point out the shining 
treasure concealed within the rough shell, and mention 
the riches which it might procure, how difterently 
would it then be looked upon 1 how eagerly desired ! 
And such a change as this takes place in the mind of 
every one who finds the pearl of great price. The 
Spirit of God convinces him that he needs a Savioiu*, 
and that Jesus is exactly the Saviour suitable for him. 
Then the sinner rejoices to believe all that the Bible 
declares of the excellence of Christ; and he soon finds 
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tliat it is all true. For, believing in Christ, he obtains 
rest to liis soul, peace with God, and a good hope of 
everlasting life. He is called upon to give up liis own 
will ; he must deny himself, take up. his cross, and 
follow Christ,”. Mark viii. 34. But .he is willing to do 
this, because he thus judges, ^‘ that if one died for all, 
then were ail dead : and that he died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto, themselves, 
but unto him which died for them, and rose again,” 
2 Cor. V. 14, 15. The believer in Christ must give up 
vain and sinful amusements; hut, like Moses, he 
chooses ‘‘ rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt ; for he has respect unto the 
recompence of the reward,” Heb. xi. 25, 26. He 
must give up the favour and friendship of the ungodly ; 
for “ the friendship of the world is enmity with God : 
whosoever, therefore, will be a friend of the world is 
the enemy of God,” Janies iv. 4. Yea, and all that 
W'ill live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” 
2 'Cim, iii. 12. But the believer remembers the word 
that Jesus said unto his disciples : The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you,” ‘‘ In the world ye shall 
have tribulation : but be of good cheer ; I have over- 
come the world,” John xv. 20; xvi. 33. And he pa- 
tiently waits for the fulfilraent of that promise, “Who- 
soever sliall confess me before men, him will I confess 
also before m}" Father which is in heaven,” Matt. 
X. 32. . , 

Thus it is that the kingdom of heaven resembles “a 
merchant-man seeking goodly pearls ; who, when he 
bad found one pearl of great price, went and sold all 
that he had, and bought it.” That which chiefly dis- 
tinguishes the men of Christ’s kingdom from the men 
of the world is, their love to Him, and their readiness 
to part with every thing for his sake. This will always 
appear in their conduct. There must ever be this 
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remarkable difference between tliem and the subjects 
of Satan’s kingdom. For, as tbe Saviour liimself said, 
“ He that is not with me is against me. No man can 
serve two masters : for either he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon,” Matt, xii, 30; vi. 24, Think not, my dear 
readers, that these are hard sayings, and that you can- 
not heaiv them. “ Love will make obedience sweet.” 
All who come to Christ find that his yoke is easy, and 
his burden is light, Matt. xi. 30. “And every one 
that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
Christ’s name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and 
shall inherit everlasting life,” Matt. xix. 29. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE NET CAST INTO 
THE SEA. 


MATTHEW XIII. 47 — 50. 

In tlie begimiing of tlie chapter which contains this 
parablej we are told, that Jesus sat in a ship, and spoke 
to a great crowd of people who stood on the sea-shore. 
At ver. 36, it is mentioned that he sent the multitude 
away, and went into the house.’’ There his disciples 
came unto him, and after explaining the parable of the 
tares in the held, he went on to speak some other pa- 
rables, -while they were thus privately together. It is 
probable that this house was not very far from the 
sea; and perhaps many hshing-hoats were in sight. 
But however this might be, w’-e know that several of our 
Lord’s disciples had been fishermen, and were w-ell 
acquainted with the use of nets, and the management 
of fish after they %vere caught, Mark i. 16 — 20. It -was 
therefore a most simple and suitable way of explaining 
to the disciples -what he meant to teach concerning the 
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kingdom of heaven, to compare it to casting a net into 
the sea. When we think of Jesus so kindly and plea- 
santly instructing his followers, we are ready to say, 
Blessed were those who saw the Saviour, and heard the 
sound of his voice. But let us rememher his own 
words, spoken at another time : “ Thomas, because 
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed : blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed,” John xx. 
29 : see also Luke xi. 27, 28. 

When a net is cast into the sea, it often happens 
that many different sorts of fish are caught in it. The 
fishermen do not know what the net contains, till they 
have drawn it to shore. They then carefully gather 
into their baskets all the good and useful fish ; at the 
same time throwing away all those which are had. If 
any of my readers ever walked on the sea-shore, near 
to a place where there were many fishermen, they may 
have seen fish, which had thus been thrown away, 
scattered about on the sand. 

I have already said that the servants of Christ are 
to enlarge his kingdom, by making known the gospel : 
and the gospel is chiefly made known by preaching it. 
The gospel is good news to all descriptions of people, 
and all are equally Welcome to hear it. At the hoiir 
of public worship, the doors of churches and chapels 
are set open, and every one who chooses to enter is 
readily admitted. But the apostles, and other dis- 
ciples of Christ, did not confine their preaching to any 
particular place or time. Wherever they could find 
persons to listen to them, there they made known 
“the unsearchable riches of Christ;” Just as fishermen 
will cast tlieir net, where they think there is the greatest 
number of fishes. Thus, when a multitude of people 
ran together to see the lame man whom Peter and 
John had healed, Peter immediately took the oppor- 
tunity of preaching to them. Acts iii. ir--26. We 
find the apostles teaching in the temple early in the 
morning, having just been delivered from prison by 
the angel of the Lord, Acts v. 19—21. Peter and 
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Joliii preaclied tlie gospel in many villages, while tra- 
'’V''" veiling through Samaria to J erusalem, Acts viii. 25 ; and, 

near the town of Philippi, Panl preached by a river 
side, Acts xvl 12, 13. In acting thus, the apostles 
obeyed the directions which the Lord had given them. 
In one of his parables he had said, Go ye therefore 
into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, hid to 
the marriage, ” Matt. xxii. 9. In Luke xiv. 21 — 23, there 
is a still more particular description given of the various 
people tvho should be invited to partake of the gospel 
feast. 

Besides preaching, there is now another way in 
which the gospel is very often made known, and that 
is, by teaching in Sunday schools. Some of you, my 
youthful readers, may remember a time when there 
%Yas no Sunday school in your neighbourhood. And 
perhaps you remember, too, when one or two persons 
came and called at the house where you live, and at 
every house near it, in order to ask whether the 
children had any religious instruction or not. These 
persons talked kindly to you and to your parents, and 
invited you to attend a school which they meant to 
open on the sabbath. They did not inquire for all the 
good children, and say that they would have no scho- 
lars but them. No, they were anxious to have as many 
as they could properly manage ; and every child that 
came to the school w'as gladly received, and carefully 
taught the way of salvation. Now, this was casting 
the gospel-net. I hope that some children, who w 
really bad when they entered the school, have now', b' 
the blessing of God on his own word, become good. 
But no doubt there are still both bad and good children 
to be found in the school. Your teachers are often 
much grieved and displeased with the bad scholars; 
yet they do not send them away. They patiently con- 
tinue to instruct them; and rejoice in being able to 
direct them to Him who is the Saviour of sinners. 
Nor is it their teachers only who thus beai' with them ; 

, J esus himself looks on them from his heavenly throne, 

■; , D 3 
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and is pleased witli the endeavours of those who would 
lead them to him. He is long-suffering towards them, 
not willing that any should perish, hut that all should 
come to repentance,” 2 Pet. iii. 9. He is as full of 
pity now, as he was when ‘‘ he heheld ierusalem, and 
wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, 
at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes,’’ 
Luke xix. 41, 42. These things are not yet hid from 
the eyes of any child who attends a Sunday school. 
Oh, then, ‘^seek ye the Lord while he may he found, 
call ye upon him while he is near : let the wicked for- 
sake bis way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts : 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abund- 
antly pardon,” Isa. Iv. 6, 7. 

It is delightful to dwell upon the love of Christ to 
sinners, and on the privilege they enjoy in hearing of 
that love. But we must turn to a very different scene, 
described in ver. 49, 50. It is always painful for friends 
to he separated ; and children are generally sorry to part 
with their school-fellows, even though, while they were 
together, they did not always agree. But at the end 
of the wmrid, a separation will take place, which will be 
eternal. And those who have sat together on the same 
seats to receive instruction from the same voice, shall 
be divided from one another. Wliile they were on earth, 
there was joy in heaven among the angels of God, over 
one sinner that repented. But then, these very angels 
shall he employed to“ sever the wicked from among 
the just.” And this is not all that the angels will have 
to do with the wicked. They shall cast them into that 
place, so often and so fearfully described in Scripture, 
as ‘^the furnace of fire; where shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth,” There their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched,” Mark ix. 44. Let every 
child think of these solemn questions : Who among 
us shall dwell with the devouring fire ? who. among us 
shall dwell with everlasting burnings ?” Isa. xxxiii 14. 
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1 have spoken of those Sunday scholars, %vho are so " 
wicked that they grieve and displease their teachers. 
But do not think, my dear children, that ' you are in no 
danger of hell fire, because you behave well at school, 
and are generally called good children. Some of your 
companions may be very naughty : others may not ap- 
pear to be quite so bad ; and it may really be the case 
that your conduct is still better than theirs* But all 
will at last be found, either among the wicked or among 
the just. And the angels can make no mistake ; for 
they will act under the direction of Him who search- 
eth the hearts, and trieth the reins of the children of 
men. He is present now in the assemblies of his 
people; and he has described some, who come as his 
people come, and they sit as his people, and they hear 
the words of his servant, “hut they will not do them ; 
for with their mouth they show much love, but their 
heart goeth after their covetousness," Ezok. xxxiii. 31. 
It is to he feared that in every school, and in every 
place of worship, there are many persons of this de- 
scription. Fellow creatures cannot, at present, dis- 
tinguish them from “ the true worshippers, who w^or- 
ship the Father in spirit and in truth;" but tlieir 
wickedness will be openly declared, “in the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ." 
In Prov. V. 11— 14, we read the miserable end of one, 
who seems to have attended the instructions of religious 
teachers, and mingled with the congregation of the 
righteous. How suitable, tlien, and how necessary is 
it, for all who sit under the sound of the gospel, to 
say, with David, “ Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting !” Psa. cxxxix. 23, 24. 


He took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.* 


THE PAKABLE OE THE KING AND HIS 
. TWO SERTANTS. 

MATTHEW XYIII. 23 — 35 . 

Ohr Saviour had been telling his disciples, that if any 
of them did wrong to another, if he confessed his fault, 
and was sorry for it, the one whom he had offended was 
to forgive him. One of them, named Peter, asked how 
often he should forgive another who offended him. 
The Saviour told him, that if his brother were to of- 
fend him even hundreds of times, he was to forgive 
him if lie desired it. And this parable was spoken, on 
purpose to show Peter that it was a reasonable duty 
which was thus required of him. 

This king had given money to his servants, and he 
wished to know what use they had made of it. The 
money was not their o#%;; but they were to use it for 
such purposes as the king ordered them. And you 
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know, God is tlie King of heaven and earth, and all the 
people, ill the m^orld are under his authority. He' gave 
them every thing they have; and they should use every 
thing they have in the way that he commands them. 
At the day of Judgment, he will call all men to account 
for the way in which they have used what he had given 
them. My youthful reader, if God were noiv to call you 
to account, how do you think you should stand before 
him ? Remember, you iviil have to answer for all the 
advantages you have. 

The king soon found that one of his servants had 
behaved very ill. He had spent, improperly, ten thou- 
sand talents of the king’s- money. This was a very 
large sum indeed ; equal, I believe, to two millions ster- 
ling of our money. This may be intended to teach us 
%vh at very great sinners we are. Did you ever con- 
sider how often you have sinned against God? How 
often have you played on liis holy day, and behaved 
irreverently in his house ! How many times have you 
disobeyed your parents, and perhaps tried to hide your 
fault by telling a lie ! Your sins are so many, that you 
could not count them if you were to try. You have 
been told that 1 esus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners ; and that he invites you to come to hun, and he 
saved. Now, if you have not come to him, this is the 
tvorst of all your sins. God has said, He that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life, But the wrath of 
God ahideth on him.'’ 

The servant was not able to pay his debt; and the 
king commanded him, and his wife, and his children to 
be sold, and all that he had. I am sure my readers 
would have pitied these poor people, expecting to have 
every thing taken from them, and to be sold into a 
state of bondage. But all this is to teach us what a miser- 
able state we are in, as sinners against God. The law of 
God requires perfect obedience, for God says, ‘‘Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them,” Gal. hi. 10. 
Though we had only committed one sin, we should 
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deserve to be pmiislied ; howmiicli niorej wbeii we bave 
committed so many ! We are like the servant who had 
nothing to pay. 

He begged his master to have patience with himj and 
he would pay him all. And perhaps you, my young 
friend, think that if God will have patience with you, 
and let you live a while longer in the world, you will 
begin to be very religious, and do all that he commands 
you ; and you think that then surely he will not punish 
you. But even if you could do so, that would not make 
up for all your past sins ; besides, how do you think you 
could keep yourself from sin in time to come, any more 
than you have already done ? 

The king knew that the servant would never be able 
to pay so large a sum, but he freely forgave him ; that 
is, he promised never to seek payment of that money 
again. But the kindness that God has shown to sinners 
is even greater than this. He has sent his own dearly 
beloved Son into the world, on purpose to pay the debt 
which they owed ; or, in other words, to endure the 
punishment that they deserved. In all that Jesus 
Christ suffered, while he lived on earth, and when he 
died upon the cross, he was paying that debt which 
sinners could never have paid. And if you go to God, 
confessing that you can deserve nothing but everlasting 
misery, and trusting in Jesus Christ alone, as having 
suffered in your place, God will forgive all your sins. 
He will take you for his own child, and treat you as if 
you had never offended him. 

But how did this king’s servant behave, after meeting 
wnth such kindness from his master? He had no 
sooner left the king’s presence, than he saw a fellow 
servant who owed him a hundred pence. This was a 
very small sum, compared with what his own debt had 
been. In a rude and angry manner he took his fellow 
servant by the throat, and ordered him to make im™ 
mediate payment. His fellow servant did not strike 
him, or speak angrily in return, but lie humbly fell down 
at his feet, and said, Have patience with me, and I 
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will pay tliee all.” These were the very same words 
which he had used himself, only a little while before; 
but, instead of feeling pity and showing kindness,., as 
the king had done to him, he, went and '.put his', fellow, 
servant in, prison, 

,My young readers, I .dare say that you thmk this was 
a very, cruel, ■ ungrateful servant ; hut are, you -sure that 
you yourselves are not as much to blame ? God has 
had patience with you for years, though you have been 
constantly sinning against him; and have not you often 
been impatient, and got into a passion with some of your 
play-feiiows, if they have only just said something that 
did not please you t God is willing to forgive you for 
all you have done ; but when any one has once offended 
you, have you not remembered it long after, and been 
glad when you had an opportunity of showing how 
much you disliked him ? I do not think that servant 
could feel happy after he used his fellow servant so 
cruelly; and I am sure you are not happy when you 
are speaking angry words, or in any way returning 
evil to one that has displeased you. 

Perhaps the servant thought that his master would 
never know of his conduct ; but it was not long before 
the other servants informed him. How ashamed he 
must have felt when the king sent for him, and said, 

O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst me ; sYiouldest not thou also 
have had compassion on thy fellow servant, even as I 
had pity on thee ?” God does not need that any one 
should tell him what you do, for he knows all things ; 
he even sees the anger and ill-will that are in your 
hearts, w’hen you dare not show them. And the time 
will soon come when you must appear in his presence, 
to answer for all your conduct. 

It is said that the king delivered the servant the 
tormentors, till he should pay ail that was due unto 
him and it is added, So likewise shall my heavenly 
Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive 
not every one his brother their trespasses,” Then 
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remember, tliat if you are spiteful and revengeful while 
you live, when you die you must go to dwell in that 
place where there will be nothing but hatred, and rage, 
and misery, to all eternity. 

In the Lord's prayer we say, ‘‘Forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against us;” 
and, in Matt. vi. 14, 15, it is said, “ For if ye forgive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you : but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

My dear children, it is natural to you to return “ evil 
for evil nay, I fear there are some of you who strike 
your own brothers and sisters, or speak harshly to them, 
even when they have done nothing at all to provoke you. 
But if you really believed that you are as great sinners 
as the. Bible says you are, you would be ready to think 
every one else better than yourselves ; and when you 
considered, that, instead of sending you to hell, God 
had given his own dear Son to die for you, you would 
feel ashamed to be angry for any little affront you might 
meet with. It is only by believing what God has told 
you about Jesus Christ, and trusting in him as your 
Saviour, that you can be delivered from an unforgiving 
spirit, and from every thing else that is sinful. If you 
love him, you will pray to God to give you “ the same 
mind ” that was in Him, who was “ meek and lowly in 
heart;” and who even prayed for his murderers, after 
they had nailed him to the cross, when he said, “ Fa« 
ther, forgive them ; for they know not what they do,” 
Imke xxiii. 34. , 
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THE PAEABLE OF THE' EICH MAN WHO 
DIED SUDDENLY. 

LUKE XII. 16 — 21 . 

If my young friends will read from the IStb verse of 
the chapter which contains this parable, they will better 
understand what our Lord, intended to teach us from it 
He had been discoursing on a very solemn subject; and 
the man who could interrupt him at such a time, to 
speak about his temporal afiairs, showed that his mind 
was far too much engaged with worldly things. It also 
appeared that he coveted, that is, desired to have, some 
part of . what was ' possessed by his brother. All tlie 
Saviour’s hearers must have known that ’■■the tenth com- 
mandment says, “ Thou shalt not covet anything that 
is thy neighbour’s,”' They did not need to be infomed 
that covetousness was sinful; but our Lord spoke this 
parable, to show them that it was foolish too. 
y The most covetous person could scarc^ely have 'tie- 
sired more than this rich man had obtained. The only 
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tiling that troubled hirn^ was tbe difficulty of Ending 
room to contain the abundance of his goods. But he 
resolved to pull down his barns, and build them larger ; 
and he expected that then he should be perfectly 
happy, as he should have nothing to do, but to eat, 
drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee : then 
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?’' 
God called him a fool; he had made abundance of' 
provision for bis comfort in this world, where he was 
not to remain for another day : but as to that world 
where he was to live through everlasting ages, he had 
secured to himself notliing but misery. 

Let children think of this parable, when they feel 
disposed to wish for gayer clothes, nicer food, or a 
greater variety of amusements tlian they at present 
possess. Supposing you could obtain all the things that 
you desire, and supposing that they afforded you all 
the enjoyment you expect from them, how long could 
you keep them ? There is a night or a day coming, 
in which God shall say to each of you, “Thy soul is 
required of thee.’’ And how great will then be your 
dismay, if the only things which you have loved and 
enjoy e4 are those which you must part with for ever I 

But is there no brighter prospect than this, that I 
can set before you? Is there nothing which you may 
seek and obtain, of whicb even death cannot deprive 
you? Yes, my dear children, there is ; there is “an in- 
Ixeritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, and thatfadetli 
not away,’’ 1 Pet. i. 4 ; there is an “ eternal weight of 
glory,” 2 Cor. iv. 17 ; there is fulness of joy in the 
presence of God; and at liis right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore, Psa. xvi. 11. And may chil- 
dren hope to obtain such high and glorious blessings ? 
Yes; for Jesus says, “Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven.” “ Fear not, little flock ; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasm^e to give you the kingdom.” 
Many persons toil all their lives for riches, without 
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ever obtaining them j but of tbe hea%^enly riclies Jesus 
says, “ He that asketh, receiveth ; and he that seeketb, 
findetli ; and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.’’ 
He commends Mary, because she hath cliosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” 

And let not children think, that those who lay up 
for themselves treasures in heaven,” have no pleasure 
in the enjoyments of earth. On the contrary, they 
taste a sweetness in them, which others know nothing 
of. They receive every comfort as from the hand of 
their Father in heaven, and as a proof of his love to 
them. They know that he has forgiven all tlieir sins, 
and is no more angry with them ; so that they have 
no fears of future punishment, to disturb them in their 
enjoyment of friends or of wealth. Neither is their 
present peace interrupted by anxious cares as to what 
they shall eat, or what they shall drink, or wherewithal 
they shall be clothed, for the time to come. Their 
Father know^eth that they have need of these things ; 
and they are assured, that He "who feeds the ravens, 
and clothes the lilies, is able to supply all their wants. 
Even if they should be for a time in sickness or poverty, 
they are not deprived of happiness; for “they know 
that all things work together for good to them that 
love God and they know, too, that after these “ light 
afflictions, which are but for a moment,” they shall 
enjoy the “rest” which “remaiiieth for the people of 
God.” “ Happy is that people that is in such a case ; 
yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord.” 
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THE PARABLE OF THE SHEEP AND THE 
PORTER, 

JOHN X, i — 18. 

FAET 1. 

There are few things more pleasant to behold, or 
which children are more fond of looking at, than a flock 
of sheep with their shepherd. Such of my readers as 
live in a town, may never have seen many sheep, except 
when driven along the road, dusty and weary, perhaps 
going to be slaughtered. There is certainly little 
pleasure in seeing the poor animals in this state. But 
what child would not be delighted, to see a iiumher of 
sheep in their own quiet fields, white and clean, feed- 
ing, or lying down upon the green soft grass ? And who 
would not admire the watchful shepherd, gathering 
them together in the evening, gently leading them to 
the fold, and carefully shutting them into it ? 

The Saviour, who ‘‘ knew what was in man,” kindly 
desired to make his instructions pleasant and easily 
understood. He intended that even little children 
should know and love his sayings. And we find that 
most of his parables are particularly suited to the under- 
standing of young persons. The Avords “ V erily, verily, ” 
wiih which this parable begins, were often used by him 
%vhen he had anything of peculiar importance to say. 
Pie is called “ the faithful Witness,” Rev. i. 5 ; what he 
spoke is “ the truth,” John xviii. 37. He not only ab- 
horred lying, and like all good people, meant to say 
only what was true; but as he is infinitely wise, and 
knows all things, it is impossible for him to be mistaken. 
Neither did he ever utter any thing trifling or useless ; 
so that not to believe aiiy saying of his, is exceedingly 
sinful. Still the words, “ Verily, verily,” (that is, Cer- 
tainly, certainly,) seem to call for special attention ; 
and to inform us, that what was about to be spoken 
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%vas more than commonly solemn. Let us remember 
this, while we attend to the parable before us. 

The fold is a place for the sheep to rest in through 
the nightj or at any other time when they are not in 
the fields. A fold is always enclosed with a wailj or 
some kind of fence ; and in a country like Judea, where 
wild beasts are common, it would be necessary that the 
wall should be high, and the door well fastened. If 
any one were seen trying to climb over tlie wall, it 
would certainly be supposed that lie was a thief ; for 
the shepherd would he able to open the door, and would 
not be afraid to be seen doing so. If a person had been 
left to watch by the door, he would readily open it for 
the shepherd, and would have no fear in letting him 
enter. 

Tiie 3rd and 4th verses cannot he well understood, 
w'ithout knowing something of the customs of eastern 
nations. Some of my readers may have been told, that 
in those countries the shepherds have a name for every 
sheep in their flocks ; that the sheep know the shep- 
herd’s voice, and move at his call,* and that instead of 
driving them before him, as in this country, he walks 
before them, and they follow him. See picture on p. 57. 
But if a thief or any other stranger were to call them, 
they would be afraid, and would run from him if they 
could. Those persons who heard this parable spoken 
by Christ, did not understand what he meant by it. 
He kindly explained it to them ; and we should rejoice 
that we can read his own explanation of it in his own 
words. - 

He again calls for attention by the words “ Verily, 
verily and certainly what he was about to utter is of 
iinspeakabie importance. If we know and believe what 
he then taught, we are safe and blessed for ever : if we 
disbelieve these truths, or are ignorant of them, we must 
be miserable, though we should have all the learning in 
the world besides. The sheep are intended to mean the 
people of Christ : those who believe and obey his words. 
They are often in the Bible called by this name ; see 
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Psa. ixxiv. 1 ; Ixxviii. 52 ; Ixxix, 13. And in many tliings 
tlie people of Christ, or Christians as they are called, ■ 
greatly resemhle sheep. A sheep is a cleanly, harmless, 
gentle, and quiet animal. And Christians are to “he 
blameless .and harmless, the sons of , God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,” 
Phil. ii. 15. , They are also commanded to put away all 
“hitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil speaking, with all malice,” Eph. iv.31 ; and to pos- 
sess “ the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,” 1 Pet. 
ili. 4. They are called upon to learn of Christ, who 
was meek and lowly in heart, Matt. xi. 29 ; to let the 
same mind be in them, ■which was also in him ; and of 
him it was said that he should “ not cry, nor lift up, 
nor cause his voice to be heard in the street,” Isa, xlii. 2. 
“He was brought as a lamb to the slaughtei*, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth,” Isa, liii. 7, Sheep are also weak and helpless ; 
and there are many animals, sti*onger and fiercer than 
themselves, which would destroy them if they could. 
The Saviour alludes to this in ver. 12 ; and we shall see 
that ill this respect also his people resemhle sheep. 

Jesus says, “ I am the door of the sheep.’’ It is 
through the door of the fold that the shepherd enters. 
Though Jesus himself is the chief Shepherd, 1 Pet, v. 4 ; 
yet all faithful ministers who preach the trutli which he 
taught, and watch for souls as those who shall give ac- 
count, Heb.xiii. 17, are also called shepherds, or pas- 
tors, Acts XX. 28. The fold may he supposed to mean 
the church of God. When children hear of a church, 
they are apt to think only of a building made of brick 
or stone, and used as a place of public worship. But in 
Scripture the wmrd church means a great deal more than 
thi^. When we read there of a church, we are to under- 
stand a company of Christians meeting in one place for 
the worship of God, and joining together to attend to all 
the rules which Christ has commanded to be observed. 
Thus we find mentioned, “ The church which is at 
Corinth,” etc., 1 Cor. i. 2; 1 Thess. i. 1. But when 
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the church is spoken of, without naming any one place 
in particular, it means all the people of GhrktTlI f 
on earth or- in heaven, Eph.^.^iaf Co? 1 ’ Sf 
Though even those who are on earth are far mol 
numerous tlian any one place could contiJn 
they are scattered up and down in d?fc 

yef. being all under Ve c^e of Chrlf and ah ’ 
and trusting in him, he looks on them all as onp 
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for. tlie .slieep themselves. And let the youngest children 
remember, that if they wish to be found in the fold we 
are speaking of, it is quite as needful that they should 
enter in by Christ, as it is for ministers who are to preach 
to others. In John xiv. 6, Jesus says, I am the way : 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.’* Christ, 
then, is the way, or the door which leads to God. God 
is displeased with, sinners, because they have disobeyed , 
liim ; and sinners neither love God nor desire to please 
him. In this state, they are compared to waiKiering 
sheep, isa, iiii. 6, which are shut out from the fold. They 
cannot, it is true, wander to any place where God is not 
near them, for he is px*esent everywhere, Psa. cxxxix. 

7 — 12 ; but it makes them unhappy to think of his pre- 
sence. They dislike his day, his house, and his worship ; 
and it would be no pleasure to them to dwell in heaven, 
where he dwells. Now, it is only Christ who can obtain 
the favour of God for such wandering sinners, and bring 
tliem back to love God, and to delight in his presence. 
Believing in Christ, then, (that is, believing all that the 
Bible tells us about Ciirist,) is as it were going in at the 
door. For “ God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life,” John iii, 16. 
But some child may be saying, “ Yes, it is very true ; 

I was once like a wandering sheep. I used to play on 
the sabbath; I never read my Bible; and I learned 
nothing but foolish songs and Avicked Avords. But now 
I surely am in the fold of God. I read a chapter in the 
Bible every day ; I love my Sunday school ; and I haA^e 
never played on the sabbath since my .teacher told me 
hoAv naughty it was to do so. I always learn my lessons 
perfectly, besides a great many hymns which I haA’-e 
learned without being desired; and I sometimes sing 
these hymns at home, or teach them to my little brother 
or sister. My mother says, 1 have become a A^ery good 
child since I Aveiit to the Sunday school.” Ah! my 
dear young friend, but you still need J esus Christ to save 
you, as much as when you were running in the streets, 
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or playing in the fields, on the LorcVs day. Ail this 
improvement in your behaviour, may lead others to 
think that you are now one of the flock of Christ; and 
they may continue to think so as long as they live. 
But God does not count you among that number, while 
you expect to please him and obtain his favour without 
Christ. And if you are not depending on Christ as 
your Saviour, you cannot feel any love to God for send- 
ing him into the world to save sinners. The apostle 
John says, “ Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved iis, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. We love him, because he first loved us,’* 
1 John iv, 10, 19. 

When a man once asked, What must I do to be 
saved?’’ the answer given to him was, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” Acts xvi. 
30, 31. And here the Saviour himself says, By me, 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture.” When we say that a sheep 
finds pasture, we mean, that it finds plenty of grass to 
eat; grass being a kind of food which it likes. So 
when a sinner has come to God by Christ, he finds 
enougli to fill ail his wishes and desires. Every person 
in the world desires tobe happy ; but happiness is only 
to be found with Christ. Children especially love to be 
cheerful; azid their childhood is happy indeed, when 
they come by Christ into the fold or family of God. To 
know that the great God is no more angry with them, 
but is become their Father ; and that Christ is their 
elder Brother, gone before to prepare a place for them 
in their Father’s house, John xiv. 2, is enough to fill 
them with joy. And this joy will last, after the playful 
days of childhood have passed away. In old age, if 
they shall live to see it, their joy, instead of becoming 
less, will be increased ; for they will then have learned 
and experienced more of the goodness of their heavenly 
Father. Their flesh and tlieir heart may fail ; but God 
will be the strength of their heart, and their portion for 
ever, Psa. Ixxiii. 26. 
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111 verse 10 tlie Saviour again speaks of tlmse false 
teacliers, who resemble \tlueves in a. fold, and. shows 
how different li.e himself was from them. .They tried 
only to please and enrich themselves, while they de- 
stroyed the souls", of men.. He had come ihat men 
iTiight have life, and that they might have it more 
ahimdantly. Many had obtained eternal Bfe before 
Christ came, by believing that God ivould send a Sa- 
viour into the world, according to his promise. But 
when he did come, he made known more ahimdantly 
what eternal life is, and also showed more clearly how 
sinners may obtain it. Eternal life is not merely an 
escape from eternal death j it is a life of unspeakable 
blessedness, abundant in every thing that can make 
the soul happy through eternity. It is to be spent in 
the presence of God, where there is fulness of joy; 
and at his right hand, where there are pleasures for 
evermore, Psa. xvi. 11. 


PART II. 

i HAVE seen some children, who had been a year or 
two at school, that were very proud of what tliey 
knew ; and if a younger brother or sister asked them 
the meaning of any thing in their lessons, they would 
be quite cross and impatient, and would hardly take 
the trouble to answer. How different was the conduct 
of the blessed J esus ! Though he knew all things, he 
patiently instructed the most ignorant people, and 
even those who were unwilling to learn, tie did not 
tell once only, but lie repeated things over and over 
again, in different ways, to make himself more easily 
understood. Well might he say, Learn of me ; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart,’’ Matt. xi. 29. 

In the first part of this parable, he had showed the 
ivay into the church of God, by comparing himself to a 
door. In this second part, he calls himself a Shepherd, 
in order to describe his care and love toward those 
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who have, by faith in Him, entered in. He calls him- 
self the ‘^ good Shepherd,*’ because he is better and 
greater than any, even the best of those who have ever 
acted as pastors in his church. This was not the first 
time that Jesus had been called a Shepherd ; the name 
was frequently given to him in the Old Testament, 
Gen. xlix. 24; Psa. Ixxx. 1 ; Zech.xiii. 7, etc. Some 
shepherds are only hired to keep sheep which are not 
their own ; but Christ’s people are his own. The 
good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” He bought 
them, and the price that he paid for them was his own 
life. “The wages of sin is death,” Sinners deserve 
to die. But Christ loved them, and gave himself for 
them. He stood in their place, and died instead of 
tliem. The dreadful anger of God against sin fell upon 
him. O children ! remember this when you are 
tempted to do wrong. Think of the beloved Son of 
God dying upon the cross ; pouring out his blood, that 
sinners might be delivered from the wrath to come. 
Remember, it was sin that occasioned the sufterings 
he endured ; and can you think it a trifling matter to 
commit even Avhat may seem to you a small fault? 
Here you may see what God’s displeasure is. When 
Jesus saw some persons weeping, while he went to be 
crucified, turning unto them he said, “Weep not for 
me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 
For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be 
done in the drv?” Luke xxiii. 28, 31. 

A wolf, as most of my readers know, is a wild and 
cruel animal, which devours sheep and lambs, and men 
also, if it can get them into its power. So that, to see 
a wolf coming towards a fold must have been very 
frightful. A hireling, one who was hired to watch the 
sheep, and who did not care for them, would flee at the 
siglit of a wolf. If you read 1 Sam. xvii, 34—37, you 
will see the dangers to which shepherds and their flocks 
are exposed, where wild beasts abound. The sheep of 
Christ, also, have their cruel enemies. Their “ adver- 
sary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketli about, seek- 
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irig whom he may , devour,” 1 ■ Pet. v. 8. Wicked 
people, too, often try to hurt those who belong to Christ. 
And as they are not, perfectly free from sin while .they 
remain in the church below, many things may happen 
to tempt, them to wander again' from Christ . But the 
good Shepherd loves them too W’’ell to leave them in 
the time of danger. They are his own, and he con- 
siders their enemies as enemies to himself. A poor 
sheep is helpless, when the wolf lays hold of it ; and 
Christians have no strength of their own, to keep their 
souls from evil. But their Shepherd is “ mighty to 
save;” and they are “more than conquerors through 
him that loved them,” Rom. viii. 37. Their weakness 
keeps them daily looking to him. It is not enough to 
enter the fold at first, by believing in him. His people 
delight to he always trusting in him ; and he never for- 
gets them. David sang, “ The Lord is my shepherd ; I 
shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures : he leadeth me beside the still waters. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with me ; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me,” Psa. xxiii. 1, 2, 4. "^And 
this good Shepherd takes peculiar care of the young and 
feeble in his church, whom he calls the lambs of his 
flock, Isa. xL 11; John xxi. 15—17. He has said, 
“ Sufer little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” And in 
that beautiful passage of Scripture, Matt xviii. 1 — 14, 
which every child should love to remember, he seriously 
admonishes older Christians to bewai*e of slighting the 
smallest of his lambs : the passage, especially from the 
10th verse, is so remarkably suitable to the present 
subject, that I can hardly forbear quoting it at length; 
but I beg that all my readers may turn to it in their 
Bibles.; 

V erse 14. Though the good Shepherd has a very 
great number of sheep, yet he knows every particular 
concerning every one of them. He knows what sins 
tliey are most tempted to commit, and what sorrows 
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tliey have to distress them. To show ns how constantly 
and how kindly he remembers them, we are taught to 
believe that he has all their names written upon his 
breast, or upon the palms of his hands : compare Exod, 
xxvih. 9 — 21, with Heb. vii. 21 — 28 ; ix. 7 — ^14; Isa. 
xlix. 15, 16. The poorest and the youngest are as dear 
to him as the rest ; and not one of them shall be lost. 
He says, I give unto my sheep eternal life ; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of rny hand,” John x. 27 — 30. At the last day, it will 
be seen how well he knows all his flock : for “ before 
him shall be gathered all nations ; and he shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats ; and he shall set the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on tlie left,” Matt. xxv. 32, 33. 
While this will be a joyful time to those who iiave 
trusted their souls to his care, the prospect is very awful 
to others. Many, who now despise both Christ, and his 
people, will wish, at that solemn day, that they had been 
found among their number. But not one goat will then 
find a place among the sheep. 

After saying, I know my sheep,” the Saviour adds, 
and am known of mine.” A child may ask, ‘‘How 
can I know Christ, when 1 cannot see him?” It is 
true, you cannot see him ; but if you believe what the 
Bible says, you will know enough to make you love him. 
When he w^as about to leave the world, he told his dis- 
ciples, that in a little while they should see him no more ; 
blit he promised that after he was gone, the Comforter, 
who is the Holy Spirit, should come. And he was to 
come for the very purpose of teaching them more about 
the Saviour, John xiv. 16, 17, 25, 26 ; xv. 26 ; xvi. 
7 — 14. He also said, speaking of earthly parents, “ If 
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more sliall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 
Luke xi. 13. And remember, it is not enough to read 
in the New Testament the history of the Saviour’s life 
and death ; many persons have done so all their lives, 
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'wliliout evev knowing Christ so as to love him. For no 
man can say that J esus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost,” 1 Cor. xii. 3. But if a little child is led to 
pray, “ Blessed art thou, O Lord : teach me thy statutes. 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law/’ Fsa. cxix. 12, 18; the high and lofty 
One who inliabiteth eternity will regard that prayer, and 
the Holy Spirit will be given to that child. If he be- 
comes your teacher, you will no longer read the Bible 
as a task. But reading it will be like hearing Jesus 
speak ; telling you how much he loves you, and what 
great things he has done, and will do for you. It may 
then be said to you, as it was to some of the sheep of 
Christ long ago, Whom having not seen, ye love ; in 
whom, tliough now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory,” 1 Pet, 
i. 8, If you are diligent while you are young, you may 
perhaps become very learned; but all your learning 
will never teach you how to be happy, if you do not 
thus know Christ. The apostle Paul was a very learned 
man ; but after he had been taught by the Spirit of 
God, he said, What things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord ; for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that 
I may win Christ,” Phil. iii. 7 — 10. And so intimate 
may believers be with Christ, even here on earth, that 
he compares it to his owti knowledge of God his Father, 
verse 15. By frequently thinking of what Christ has 
done and said, continually praying, at the same time, 
for the influence of the Holy Spirit, Christians know 
more and more of Christ the longer they live. And 
when they come to die, they feel that they are going to 
see, not a stranger, but a kind and well-known friend 
They can say, “ I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day,” 2 Tim. 
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In verse 16, the Saviour speaks of those who should 
afterwards become his sheep, though at that time they 
did not know him. He particularly meant to tell the 
Jews who heard him, that his gospel would soon be 
preached in all the nations of the world ; and that many 
in every land should hear and believe it. God had 
chosen the nation of the Jews to be his own people ; and 
the other nations had been separated from them, and. as 
it ■‘were, shut out of the fold. But when they believed 
the truth concerning Jesus, they would be as welcome 
into his church, and as happy and safe, as ever the 
children of Israel had been. And this is encouraging 
to us, who live at a great distance from the land of Ca- 
naan. When the Saviour was upon earth, our fathers 
in this island were heathens. But even in Britain, he 
designed to bring many sheep to his fold. Sinners hear 
his voice in the preaching of the gospel every sabbath 
day; and there are many to whom it may be said, Ye 
w-ere as sheep going astray ; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls,” 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
And there is a time coming, when all the sheep of 
Christ shall indeed be gathered together ; wlien there 
shall be one fold and one Shepherd,” At present, 
the scattered dock are liable to sorrow and danger, and 
many troubles and fears. But “ the Lord doth build 
up Jerusalem; he gathereth together the outcasts of 
Israel. Pie healeth the broken in. heart, and bindeth 
up their wounds,’’ Psa. cxlvii. 2, 3. Pie says, “ Fear 
not, little flock ; for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom,’’ Luke xii. 32, When he 
shaii have brought them from the east and from the 
west, from the north and from the south, tliere will be 
a great multitude which no man can number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,” Ilev. 
vii, 9. Then “ the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters ; and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes,” Rev. vii. 17. They shall no more be 
kept at a distance from their Shepherd, or prevented 
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from seeing liini : for they sliali be “ ever with the 
Lord.” 


Ws read in tlie' 'Bible,' that having sinned against God, 
ive can receive no mercy from him, except for Christ’s 
sake — on account of what Christ has done and siif* 
fered. But we are not to suppose that God the Father 
was im willing to pardon sinners, or delighted in punish- 
ing them ; and that Christ’s sufferings and obedience 
changed the Father’s mind, and prevailed on him to 
pity us. Instead of this, we are told, that ‘‘ God so loved 
the world, tliat he gave his only begotten Son,” Joliu iii. 
16 : that he spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all,” Rom. viii. 32. And here, in verse 17, 
the Saviour says, that his Father loved him, because he 
willingly undertook to suffer in the place of sinners. 
Jesus Christ is God, equal with the Father. The Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are one God, alike 
powerful, wise, and good! Christ, “ being in the form 
of God, tlioiiglit it iiof^ robbery to be equal with God: 
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men : and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
dea-th of the cross,” Phil, iL 6' — -8. He could not have 
been our Saviour, if he had not become a man ; and he 
not only was despised and x-ejected of men,” but he 
became as a Servant to his Father, that he might obey 
all his commands, which we have broken, and endure ail 
lus displeasure, which we have deserved. All the while 
that lie humbled himself so low on earth, he wms still 
aliuiglity ; as he showed by the wonderful things which 
: he did, Mark ii. S — 12 ; , Luke viii. 25 — 35. And, at 
the same time, lie was a man like other men, except 
only that he was without sin. It was as a man that he 
prayed to liis Father, obeyed his Father’s commands, 
and submitted to his ,F atber’s . will, Heb. v. 7 — 9. And 
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when we read the history of these things, we should 
never forget, that they were all done, in the place of 
sinners, and for them. My dear children, you are ready 
to say, “This is more, than we can understand:” and 
no wonder ; for it is more than angels themselves can 
fully understand, 1 Pet. i. 12. That the eternal Son of 
God should have left his glory in heaven, to become a 
man on earth, and to die a shameful and cruel death, 
and all for the sake of sinful creatures, wiio had rebel- 
led against him, is indeed' love “which passeth know- 
ledge,” Eph. ill. 16 — 19. “Without controversy, great 
is the mystery of godliness : God was manifest in the 
liesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, believed on 
in the world, received up into glory,” 1 Tim, iii. 16. 
And shall all these wonders of love be described to 
you, and you feel no love to God in retmm ? Can you 
hear of w'hat Christ did, in order to save souls, and yet 
remain careless about the salvation of yours? 

In verses 17, 18, the Saviour declares how willing he 
was to die : that he could die when he pleased, and re- 
turn to life also when he pleased. Nay, more, that no 
man was able to take away his life, unless he himself 
permitted it. We read, that “ a great multitude, with 
swords and staves, came and laid hands on Jesus, and 
took him.” He made no resistance himself, nor would 
he allow any of his disciples to resist ; but he said to 
one of them, “ Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to 
my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 
twelve legions of angels ? But how then shall the Scrip- 
tures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” Matt. xxvi. 
47 — 56. He was afterwards bound, and soldiers were 
employed to lead him away, and to cracify him : they 
also remained to watch him, after they had nailed liim 
to the cross, Matt, xxvii. 2, 27 — 36. But he who had 
once passed safely through the very midst of a furious 
multitude, assembled on purpose to destroy him, Luke 
iv. 28 — 30, might easily have escaped from the hands 
of those who bound him ; or even come down from the 
cross, if he had pleased. And surely he who had re- 
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Stored dead persons to life, Luke viii. 49— 55y John 
xi. 43, 44, conld iiave prevented his own death, if lie 
had elioseii. Though he endured most painful suffer- 
ings on the cross, yet these would not have caused him 
to die as soon as he did. Pilate was quite surprised 
when he heard of his death, Mark xv 44. And, far 
from having lost ail his strength, we are told, that, 'just 
before he died, he cried with a loud voice, Mark xv,'37. 

In verse IS, he tells us why he thus willingly laid 
down his life: “This commandment have I received of 
my Fs^ther.’" How can we sufficiently admire his ready 
obedience to tlie wdli of God ! God has declared, that 
without tlie shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 
sins, Lev. xvii. 11 ; Heb. ix, 22; and Chrisc became a 
man, on purpose that he might shed his blood. We 
must remember, too, that besides his bodily sufferings, 
he had dreadful sorrow and pain of mind to endure, 
from feeling the displeasure of God against sin. Pain 
and suffering were as distressing to him as they are to 
us. And it must have been more bitter to him than \yq 
can imagine, to bear the anger of liis Father, though 
it was for the sins of others. We may see how he felt, 
from tile prayer that he used : “O my Father, if it he 
possible, let this cup pass from me;’’ yet, with such a 
dread of tlie fearful trial, he sweetly added, “ neverthe- 
less not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Read Matt. xxvi. 
36 — 44, and also xxvii. 46. And not one angry word 
fell from his iijjs, wdiile he w'as spit upon, and struck, 
and mocked, and feisely blamed, Matt. xxvi. 59 — 68 ; 
xxvii. 27 — 31. In all this he was an example to us. 
And, if ^.ve believe that it -was his love to us which 
brought him into this despised condition, we cannot 
but seek to imitate his meekness and patience in any 
trouble we may meet with. My youthful reader, how 
do you behave at such times ? When you are ill, and 
your kind parents get medicine for you, do you refuse 
to take it ? and are you fretful and impatient under 
pain and sickness? Listen to the words of the blessed 
Jesus, when his sorrows were greater than any human 
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creature could have borne ; The cup which my Father 
hath given rae^ shall I not drink it John xviil. 11> 
B-emember, too, that, as a sinner, you deserve far more 
than you can ever suffer in this world ; and that if you 
believe in Jesus, his sufferings will obtain for you an 
eternal deliverance from all miseiy. Does your cheek 
flush with anger, when a companion says any thing to 
affront you? Do you lift your hands to strike, when, 
perhaps, your playfellow had only spoken the truth ? 
Look at Jesus in the midst of his enemies, who spoke 
to him in the most provoking manner, yet he answered 
not a v;ord ; and hear him say, when tliey nailed him 
to the cross, Father, forgive them ; for they know not 
wdiat they do.” 

But the glory that followed the death of Christ was 
as great as his sufferings had been. He says, lay 
down my life, that I may take it again.” His body was 
laid in a tomb ; a great stone w'as roiled to the mouth 
of it, and his enemies set soldiers to watch the place, 
that none might open it. But he had foretold the time 
that his body should continue there ; and as soon as 
that time was past, he arose and left the tomb without 
any difficulty. An angel rolled away the stone ; and 
that body, which had been stiff and cold in death, was 
seen again active and alive, Matt, xxvii, 66 ; 
xxviii. 1 — 7. But the rising of Glirist fi’om the dead 
was intended to show something else, besides bis own 
power to take life again . By raising him from the dead, 
God intended to teach iis, that he was perfectly satisfied 
with -what Christ had done and suffered for sinners. 
He had endured all that was necessary, in order to de* 
liver men from eternal death. And as he had died 
instead of them, so, when he rose again, it was to sho w 
that all who believe in him shall also be raised to ever- 
lasting life. Oh what a cheerful appearance this gives 
to the grave!/ Death is gloomy, especially to children. 
Now, what is it that makes you afraid to die ? It is your 
having sinned against God j for the sting of death is 
sin.” But Christ has finished transgression, and made 




an end of sin . He' has made reconciliation for' 'iniquity 

and brought in eyedasting righteousness, Dan. ix. 24 ! 

to those who believe liiJiini, God .has promised, that 
tiieir ainsjinci iiiiqui ties' he will remember no more, 
Heb. X. 17. Jesus has gone into heaven, but lie is 
„ stili engaged as the Saviour of sinners. By Iiis own 
Hood he entered , in once into the holy place, liadni? 
obtained eternal redemption for us.’’ Wherefore he 
IS able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them,” Heb. ix. 12; vii. 25. He has 
gone to prepare a place in his Fathers house for all his 
oisciples, Jolin xiv. 2, 3. Their bodies must, indeed, 
he for ty season in the dust; but ‘‘if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep m Jesus will God bring with him,” 1 Tliess. iv. 
1 4. And then he shall change this vile body, that it 
ma 3 !'be fashioned like unto his glorious body, accordino^ 
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue aH 
•things unto himself,” Phil. iii. 21. 

But let us remember tliat ivhile some shall awake 
to everlasting lite, some shall arise to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt, Dan. xii. 2. Those who would not 
enter the fold of God by Christ, the door, must dwell 
for ever with their crueh enemies, the devil and his 
angels. Oh, then, strive to enter in at the strait gate ; 
tor many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shad not bo able, when once the master of the house is 
risen up, and hath .shut to the door,’” Luke xiii. 24, 25. 
It we could suppose a wolf able to speak, it might try 
to persuade a sheep that it was v^ery unpleasant to be 
conlmed in a fold, or permitted to go only where the 
snepherd pleased ; that it would be much better to 
roam about at liberty ; and that it could soon run to 
tnqTold, and he admitted, if any danger appeared. If 
the sheep were silly enough to believe all this, it would 
soon find that the wolf wanted only to devour it: and 
H vvould then wish in vain that the shepherd were near 
to deliver it In like manner, vou may be led to think, 
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tiUlt it is dull and tiresome to do tlie will of Christj 
and to be always attending to bis voice. You may 
fancy that those are the most cbeerfiil who go astravj 
every one in his own w'ay. But be assured, Satan is 
only trying- to make you believe this, that you ma,y bo 
for ever as miserable as himself. And I am certain 
ever*y child wdio fears the Lord from his youth, will 
say, that lie finds “peace and joy in believing’* tlie 
woi’ds of Christ; and that “great peace have they who 
love God’s law,” Rom. xv. 13; Psa. cxix. 165. Jesiis 
loves liis sheep, and kindly calls them his own ; and 
they gladly confess, that they are not their own, for 
they are bought with a price ; that they should glorify 
God ill their body, and in their spirit, wliich are God’s, 
i Cor, vi. 19, 20. “Now the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, v/orking in you that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.” Heb. xili. 20, 21. 
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LUXvE X. 25 — 37. 

The question wliich tins lawyer put to the Savioin-j 
ver. 25, is a most important one. And certainly the 
Lord Jesus Clirist, who had “• the, words of eternal life,” 
John vi. 68, who came that his people might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly,” 
John X. 10, was the best that could be applied to, to 
answer such a question. But it does not appear that 
the' lawyer spoke on this occasion from any real anx- 
iety about his own eternal salvation. It is said, that 
‘file stood up and tempted Christ” He wished to ob- 
tain an answer which he might be able to hnd fault 
Avith. And this was a method often used by the Sa- 
viour’s, enemies : see Matt xxii. 15 ; Luke xx. 27. But 
tliey were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit 
t)y which he spake.” In every such case, where they 
had expected a triumph, they w^ere completely silenced* 
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But though he was perfectly acquainted with their in- 
tentioiij he never answered them in an aiigi*y or impa- 
tient manner. On the contrary, he always took the 
opportunity to convey much valuable instruction, which 
remains in the Bible for our benefit. A lawyer was 
one who professed to explain the law of God. The 
SavioiiTj therefore, asked him, ver. 26, what was written 
ill the law? He readily gave an answer, ver. 27, which 
the Saviour, in ver. 28, assured him was perfectly 
right. For if any man could perfectly and constantly 
love God with all his heart, and his neighbour as him- 
self, he should obtain eternal life. The lawyer, perhaps, 
thougiit that no one could find fault with him as to his 
love to God; but his conduct to his fellow creatures 
being better known, he felt that it would not bear ex- 
amination ; and, in order to make some excuse for 
himself, ver. 29, he ‘‘ said unto Jesus, And who is my 
neighbour?” Jesus then related to him the story of 
the Good Samaritan, which is generally supposed to be 
not a parable, that is, not an account of wbat might 
possibly have happened, hut a history of something 
which really had happened. It is said that many 
priests and Levites lived at J ericho, who might often 
have to travel between that place and J erusalem ; and 
it has been also remarked, that as the road lay through 
a desert, it was likely to be much infested with robbers. 
The poor man here mentioned, who “fell among 
thieves,” had no one to help him, or to deliver him out 
of their hands. Being left naked and severely wounded, 
he was unable to proceed on his Journey. Night was 
approaching, and perhaps the wild beasts of the desert 
were more terrific than even the cruel robbers. How 
eagerly would he listen for the footsteps of a fellow 
traveller! and when at length he heard them, how 
anxiously would he expect their assistance ! He might 
naturally tliink that no one could see his deplorable 
condition, -^Hthout at least trying to relieve him. But 
once and again he was doomed to bitter disappoint- 
ment Ver. 31, ** By chance there came down a cer- 
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tain priest tliat way a priest, the minister of mercy,, 
would surely pity the distressed ; but when lie saw him, 
he passed by on the other side/" that he might not be 
detained by listeii,mg to the wounded man's complaints,, 
and. perhaps to save his own feelings, as he was deter- 
mined not to yield to them. Ver. S2, “And likewise a 
Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on 
him.” How wistfully would the languid eyes be fi.Ked 
on Mm, to discover wdiether or not there was pity in 
his looks ! but no ; he also “ passed by on the other 
side.” His hopes again disappointed, and that, too, 
by one who was engaged in the particular service of 
God, the poor forsaken traveller would begin to tliink 
that he really was left to perish, in darkness and alone. 

Ver. 33. “But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was : and when he saw him, he had 
compassion on him.” We are informed, that “ the 
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans,” John iv. 9. 
The two nations had a peculiar hatred to one another ; 
they each abhorred the religion of the other ; and each 
tboiight tiiat the other was entirely shut out from the 
favour of God. The priest and the Levite might 
excuse themselves, by saying that they had no time 
to spare ; or that, if they stopped, they should be them- 
selves in danger from the thieves. The Samaritan 
might, with equal reason, have said the same ; and be- 
sides this, it was a most unusual thing for a Samaritan 
even to speak to a Jew j aud it was too probable that 
a J ew wmiild have refused to help him, if he had been 
in the same circumstances. But none of these consi- 
derations could prevent this Samaritan from helping a 
fellow creature in distress. The 34th and 35th verses 
give a simple and beautiful account of his kindness. 
He was not satisfied, until he had done all that was ne- 
cessary in order to restore the man to health. Every 
tiling that he did seems to have been done with the 
greatest attention and tenderness. He spai'ed neither 
expense, nor trouble, nor fatigue. If he had rode on 
to the imi, and sent some one from thence to fetch the 
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wounded man, it would have heeii showing kiiidnesa. 
But with his own hand he bound up his wounds; he 
gave him his own beast to ride on ; and during the 
night, he himself nursed and attended him. He knew 
not how long illness might detain him there, or how 
much money might he required to pay the innkeeper 
for his care of him ; yet he freely engaged to pay 
whatever might he required ; and most likely his ciia*- 
racter was well known, so that his promise was readily 
believed. 

Verses 36, 37. After Jesus had finished the story, he 
said to the lawyer, Which now of these three, think- 
est tliou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the 
thieves? x\nd he said, He that showed mercy on him.” 
Thus the lawyer was taught to answer his own question. 
When we speak of a neiglibour, we generally think of 
some one who lives in the same house or the same 
street or neighbourhood with ourselves. But here, two 
men are called neighbours who probably belonged to 
diiferent nations, and were entire strangers to one an- 
other. And this teaches us that the law of loving our 
neighbour as ourselves, takes in every fellow creature 
in the world. The Saviour himself, in another place, 
gives the best explanation of this law, when he says, 

All things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and 
the prophets,” Matt. vii. 12. Of course there are multi- 
tudes of people in tlie world whom we shall never see; 
but if we love our neighbours as ourselves, ^ve sliaii 
make “ supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks for all men,” i Tim. ii. 1, as regularly and 
earnestly as we do for ourselves. 

TJie Saviour’s admonition to the lawyer was, Oo, 
and do thou likewise and so, my dear reader, would 
1 say to you. Y ou may naturally reply, “ i am but a 
child ; I cannot traverse lonely roads in order to assist 
distressed travellers.” That may be very true ; but the 
Saviour did not mean to say, “ Go, and do exactly what 
the Samaritan did;” but, Go, and act in the same 





speaking ot] yon would be equally 
ragged, deformed, and dirty beggar, who was dying in 
a cellar. It a fiivom-ite companion of yours was sick, 
would yoiy not feel great pleasure in leaving your play, 
to sit by iiiin, and read to him, and try to amuse him? 
But supposing you know an aged person living aloriCj 
and her eyes growing dim, so that she cannot see ; if 
you love your neighbour as yourself, you will be willing 
to lead the old woman out, that she may enjoy the fresh 
air and smishine, though her steps may be very slow, 
and her company by no means amusing ; or, if she likes 
better to sit at the lireside, you will offer to read to 
her, though she may be hard of hearing, ^ and her 
ciwelliiig far leas comfortable than yours. Or, once 
more, suppose that a blind man passed your door, 
singing sweetly, or playing a merry tune on^ the violin, 
would you notpvish to carry him a penny? It is right 
to assist the blind. But remember, the poor heatheiriii 
the deserts of Africa is quite blind, as to God, and 
every thing that concerns the soul : he is your neigh- 
bour too ; and you should be as willing to give your 
penny to help to send the gospel to him. Remember, 
ho wever, that no child ought to do any of these things 
without asking leave, of his 'parents.. A child cannot 
judge what is _ proper to be done in sucb cases.’ And 
besides, a child who does not obey that command, 
Honour thy father and thy mother/’ shows at once 
that he does not love his neighbour as himself. That 
would be a, most base and unworthy child, who should 
be noticed and remarked for his attention to the poor ■ 
. and afflicted, while Ms parents at home could tell, that 
they themselves were neglected and disobeyed. . ' 

, And now,, do yovt wish to .comply - with the, -Saviour’s 
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command, “ Go, an'4 do thou likewise It is well if 
you do. But remember, you cannot on this account 
hope for eternal life. You have already broken the law 
of love, both to God and your neighbour, ten thousand 
times. And think of those fearful words, ^‘Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them,’' Gal. Hi. 10. 
But Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us,” Gal. iii. 13. He has 
set us an example how we should love our neighbours 
as ourselves. There was nothing lovely in the cha- 
racter of sinners, nothing pleasant in the work of re- 
deeming them ; yet He remembered them in tlieir 
‘How estate; for his mere}?- endureth for ever," Fsa. 
cxxxvi. 23. He looked, and there wms none to help ; 
and he wondered that there was none to uphold ; there- 
fore his own arm brought salvation, Isa. Ixiii. 6. He 
hath magnified the law, and made it honourable, Isa. 
xlii. 21. It is by faith in him that sinners “ are justi- 
fied from ail things, from which they could not be jus- 
tified by the law of Moses," Acts xiii. 39 : and “faith 
worketh by love. Gal. v. 6." “Now abideth faith, 
hope, love, these three ; but the greatest of these is 
love," 1 Cor. xiii. 13 




THE PARABLE OF THE BARREN PIG TREE. 

LUKE XIII. 6 — 9 . 

In trying to understand any passage of Scripture, it is 
always a good way to read laotli what is said before and 
what is said after it. It also would make it more easily 
understood, if you were to consider who it -was that 
spoke the words of which you wish to know the mean- 
ing, and who the people were to whom the words were 
spoken. The parable of the barren fig tree was spoken 
by Jesus Christ to the Jews ; and what he had Just be- 
fore been saying to them was, that except they repented 
they must perish. I will presently try to show you how 
the parable iiieans' the same thing. ■ 

Perhaps you never saw a fig h*ee ; there are very few 
in this country, but in that country where the Saviour 
preached they are quite common. The fig tree men- 
tioned ill the parable had had every thing done for it 
that was necessary in order to make it thrive, and it was 
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old enough to bear fmit; yet there never had been a 
single fig on it, though the master of the vineyard 
liad been carefully seeking, for three years, to see if 
it bore any. He thought it was a pity to let the ground 
he occupied with such a useless tree, and he desired 
the gardener to cut it down ; hut the gardener begged 
that it might stand yet another year, and he said that 
he would do all he could for it, and that perhaps it 
might still hear fruit ; but if it did not, he would then 
cut it down. 

If you read Isa. v. 1—7, you will see something very 
much like this parable, and which may help you to 
understand it. The fig tree planted in a vineyard 
seems to mean the nation of the Jews ; and the dress- 
ing, and pruning, and watering of the fig tree, mean 
all those religious advantages which that nation en- 
joyed. No other nation had God’s word, or his public 
worship, or his servants living among them, to tell them 
his will. Neither had God done for any other nation 
what he had done for them.^ Therefore, it was cer- 
tainly reasonable to expect that they should love God, 
and do every thing that he commanded. But this was 
far from being the case ; and God had often threat- 
ened that he would cast them off, and take from them 
all those good things that he had given them. But 
still he was unwilling to do so. He had waited many 
years, to give them space to repent ; and when this 
parable was addressed to them, they were to he spared 
yet a little longer. But the Saviour meant it as a 
warning to them, that the judgments foretold against 
them were now very near at hand, if they did not 
speedily begin to do works meet for repentance.” 

But though this parable was at first meant for the 
J e ws, it is written in the Bible for you, my young 
friends, to read, aud it is intended for your instruction. 
Those who live in Britain may he said to be planted 
in a vineyard ; for here we have so many opportunities 

* See Explanation of the HonseUolder who plan' ed a Vineyard • 




of learning tlie will of God. And are there not some 
of my readers who have godly parents ? They have 
instracted^ you in true religion ever since you could 
speak. They have set you a good example,- they have 
prayed with you every day, they have taken, you'to- the 
.iioiise.of God, and how often have .they entreated you 
to seek the salvation of your souls'! Have not many 
of you attended a Sunday school, where you have kind 
teachers, who often tell you about the love of Christ, 
and about the happiness of those little children who 
love him ? Do not some of you attend a place of wor- 
ship, where the minister is very affectionate and ear- 
nest with the young ? Does he not sometimes preach 
sermons on purpose for young people ; or meet some 
of them on a week day in a Bible class ? Surely, then, 
it may well be expected that you should hear fruit. 
Whether you have thought of it orimt, God has been 
seeking fruit of you, and that perhaps for more than 
three years. 

Do you think he lias found any fruit? Has he found 
you obeying your parents in all things, and at all 
tunes, whetiier they saw you or not? Has be seen you 
diligent in learning your lessons, and showing respect- 
ful attention to what your teachers have said to you? 
Has he ^seen you behaving with reverence in his house, 
and trying to remember and understand all you heard 
there ? Has he observed that you kept from play and 
from idle talk during the whole sabbath day ; and spent 
the time properly, even ■when no one saw you ? bias 
he heard you pray to him every morning and evening, 
when no eye but his o'wn was -upon you? Has he 
always heard you speak the truth, even when it was 
against yourself? Has lie seen you. kind and affec- 
tionate to your brothers and sisters, and a peacemaker 
among your playfellows ! Such are some of the fruits 
that he has been seeking ; if you are conscious that 
have behaved in. this manner, do not- be proud of 
it, but be thankful to Him who gave you eood instruc- 
tion, and enabled, you to profit by it. 
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cumber tils ground. The gardener begged ■ that ' tlie 
, fig tree might stand another year, but you are not sure 
of being spared another' week. ' Oh, if you should be 
cut down in your p-esent unfruitful state, how dreadful 
would your .condition be ! You know that' useless 
trees, when they are cut down, are fit for nothing but 
to be burned in the fire. Who can dwell with the 
devouring fire? who can dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings 

The present moment is all that you can call your 
own ; from this moment, then, begin to bear fruit. Let 
not the care and trouble bestowed on you be any longer 
in vain. Though you have been barren so many years, 
God still encourages you to become fruitful ; be still 
says to you, My son, give me tliine lieart Wilt thou 
not from this time cry unto me, My Father, thou art 
the guide of my youth?” And here let me tell you, 
that imless you give your heart to God, you will never 
bear such fruit as to please him; imless you have him 
to be the guide of your youth, you will never keep the 
good resolutions you may make. The heart is like the 
root of the tree ; if the root is not good, the fruit cannot 
be good : and so even if you sliould behave so ivell as 
to please your parents, yet if God sees that your hearts 
are still evil, he will continue to reckon you cumberers 
of his ground. Indeed, you would find it a very hard 
and hopeless task to do all that you know to be right, 
if you were to attempt it with an unrenewed heart. 
But trust in that Almighty Saviour who saves his 
people from their sins. Pray that, for his sake, you may 
obtain a new heart and a right spirit. He can make 
the most barren trees to be “ covered with all the fruits 
of righteousness. ” If you seek his grace, you shall as- 
siiredlymbtain it, and it will make you to spring up, 
“as willows by the water-courses.” “They that be 
planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the 
courts of our God. They shall bring forth fruit in old 
age ; they shall be fat and flourishing,” Psa. xcii. 13, II 
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PARABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP, AND PIECE 
OF MONEY. 

XUKE XV. 3— .10, 

Ik the begianing of the chapter which contains these 
parables, we are told, that “all the publicans and sin- 
ners drew near to the Savrour to hear him. Publicarrs 
were tax-gatherers for the Romans, who had conquered 
Judea, and set a governor over it. Many of these 
fhe Tew ' 'T for being cruel and oppressive to 
as ,ir- “publicans anY sinners,” 

as used m the New lestament, is generally inteirded 
to mean persorrs who had been renrarkably wicked ; 
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|)e.rsoiis wlio acted so , very improperly, that no one 
o,f decent character liked to be 'seeii in their com,pany. 
',*'Tlie Pharisees and scribes murmured,’* because the 
Saviour allowed such openly sinfiii people to,' come 
iiear.liiim The Pharisees and scribes” were thought 
to be iiolier men tl'ia,n others, ■ They were accustomed 
to make very long prayers ; they gave much money to 
the poor, and they were particularly exact in attendiiio- 
to some of the outward duties commanded by the law 
of God. They were proud of all this, and despised all 
those who did not act in the same way as themselves, 
but especially ^‘publicans and sinners.” In order to 
humble the pride of those persons, and, at the same 
time, to encourage the greatest sinner to come to Him, 
the Saviour spoke these parables. The lost sheep, and 
the lost piece of money, are both intended to teach the 
same things ; namely, the joy wdiich it gives to God 
and to all other holy beings, to see them saved from 
that condition, the condition of all sinners, whether old 
or young, who are still in their natural state. 

There are many things in which sinners are very 
much like lost sheep, and in the Bible they are often 
compared to them : see Psa. cxix. 176 ; Isa. liii. 6. 
A sheep is more apt to wander than almost any other 
animal, mid it scarcely ever finds its way back again, 
but continues to wander further and further. It is quite 
helpless: it has no strength to defend itself from wild 
beasts ; if it gets fast among briers and thorns, it can- 
not disentangle itself again ; if it fall into a stream, it is 
not likely that it will be able to swim out ; and if it 
does not happen to meet with pasture, it will not know 
where to seek it. Sooner or later, it will certainly be 
■destroyed, unless it is found and brought back to the 
fold. ■: 

You would pity a poor sheep in such distress ; but, 
my dear children, your souls are much more to be pitied, 
while you continue to 'wander from God, You all be- 
pn to wander from. him, (that is, to' show- that you 
loved any thing else better than doing his will,) as soon 
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^ yOT were able to do any thing ; see Psa. H. 5 ; Ivjji 
0. 1 ou soon began to be passionate, and to orv and 

let, when you were iiot allowed to have your owii wav 
You soon began to disobey your parents ; and if the^v 
talked to you about God, your pither in heaven, aS 
tried .0 tell you how much you ought to love him vou 
were soon weary of hearing them. ’ ^ 

As the wild beast would destroy a poor wanderino- 
sheep, so your adversary the devil, as a roarino- lioif 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour ” *He is 
a cruel enemy to your souls; he would rejoice in their 
everlasting destruction, and he has many ways of trviiio- 
to destroy them. He is much stronger and^ more cun- 
ning than you, and you cannot defend yourselves from 
him. As you grow older, you will be more and more 
tempted to do wrong, and you will find that “ the wav 
tiansgiessors is hard.” You will find that sin brings 
misery even in this world ; and even if you wish fo 

it wonhl“P°^’/°“ difficult than 

It would have been when you were young. Indeed if 

you by to rehirn by yourselves, wkout seeking the 
won/^‘ Shepherd, it will be impossible. After 

wandering on this « waste howling wilderness ” vou 

Tf mountains,” Jer. iii. 

, and fall into that lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone. Rev. xx. 10. “ 

In selecting a piece of money as the subject of the 
‘ '® Saviour perhaps aUuded^to the in- 
finite viJue of every soul, Matt.xvi. 26: the soul of 
pe youngest child will live after all the world has been 

bdiJlfv to and soiUs, my youthful readers, 

belong to God. They are his propertv, for he made 
them; and they ought to be entirely employed in such 
a manner ^ to answer his pm-poses, an5 do his iSa- 
suie. But sinners are compared to money which h 

ost, and which can, of course, be of no use to AeSon 

It belongs to You are not capable of being employed in 



But your being lost, means something more than this : 
it means, that unless you are brought back to God, yoii 
will he lost, that is, ruined and miserable for ever. 
Now, Jesus Christ came “to save that. which was 
lost y' to show lost' sinners the way back to -God, Ob- 
serve, the man had ninety- nine sheep besides the one 
that wandered; the woman had nine pieces of silver 
beside the one which was lost. So God had multitudes 
of angels in heaven, who never offended him; thev 
I serve and glorify him continually. But so great were 
his love and pity to sinners wlm had wilfully wandered, 
and had no desire to return, that Jesus Christ left the 
praises and services of those holy beings, and came 
into tins miserable world, on purpose to bring sinners 
back. Nay, he even paid a great price for them, no- 
thing less than his own blood, that they might be his 
own. As the man and woman mentioned in the parable, 
searched diligently till they found what they had lost, 
so Jesus Christ is continually seeking your souls. 
He has given you the Bible to tell you of your danger. 
He gives you parents, and teachers, and ministers, to 
warn you what will be the end of your present wander- 
ings, and to describe to you the happiness of those who 
return to God, 'niough you have forgotten or slighted 
many of their kind admonitions already, yet still thev 
coiitiime to instruct you again and again ; and they do 
so because they know that the Saviour commands them, 
Christ is waiting to be gracious to you. He is able 
to deliver you from Satan; he can give you power to 
resist temptation. His Spirit will teach you to love 
God, and hate every thing that is displeasing to him; 
and because of what the Saviour suffered, God is ready 
to receive you. He is “not willing that any shouloi 
perish ;’’ lie entreats you to return to him ; and if you 
do, he wiir rejoice over you. The persons mentioned 
in the parables called upon their friends and neighbours 
to rejoice with them when they found what they had 
lost : and the Saviour adds, that “ likewise joy shall be 
in heaven, in the presence of the angels of God, over 
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LOST SHEEP, AND PIECE OF MONEY. , 0! 

nets, for they can save tliemselves. Let these parabies 
teach them, that the repentance and conversion of one 
poor wicked cliild would be far more pleasing to God, 

; all the good bebavlGur which they boast of. They 
may despise .those children who He, and steal, and take 
God®s iiaine in vain'; but if they -should at last see 
some of them, converted by the grace of Christ, enter- 
ing into the kingdom of heaven, while they themselves 
are shut out, oh how dreadful will it be ! 

I Blit, before I have done, I would fain try to convince 

them, that there really is less difference than they sup- 
pose between them and tliose wicked children whom 
they despise. I feel anxious to do so, because I know 
that it is impossible for them to be happy, while they 
continue to think of themselves more highly than they 
ought to -think.- 

Let them ■ remember, that “ the Lord seetli not as 
man seeth, for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart ;’h and the 
pride which he sees in their hearts is quite as displeas- 
ing to him as lying or swearing would be. Besides, it 
is not enough only to behave well ; he knows their 
reasons for behaving well ; and if these are not good, 
the best outward conduct can never meet his approba- 
tion. They go regularly to the Sunday school ; but 
is it because they love instruction, and are desirous to 
learn the way to heaven ? Is it not rather that they 
may get praise, and perhaps a reward for regular at- 
tendance ? They always say their lessons correctly, 
and even perhaps learn voluntary lessons ; but is this 
because they love the Bible, and desire to have their 
memories stored with its truths? or is it because they 
wish their teachers to think them more clever and 
attentive than their schoolfellows? They obey their 
parents; - but do they obey them because 'God has said, 

“ Honour thy fiitlier and thy mother?’* or are they 
obedient, only because they know that they would be 
punished for disobedience ? 

' .Let me affectionately beg of ail readers, who are 
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self righteous like the Pharisees, to put such qiiestimis 
as these to theinselves. Let them sit down quietly and 
alone, and think over every thing they do, for which 
they are accustomed to be praised, or which they think 
deserves praise. Let them try to find out the true 
reason they have had for every thing they have done ; 
and seriously ask themselves, if they should be willing 
that their parents or teachers should always know it. 
Let them try to imagine how they shall feel in that 
day, when ‘‘ God shall judge the secrets of men by 
J esus Christ.” And I think they will find, that instead 
of needing no repentance, their very best performances 
need to be repented of. I am quite sure of one thing, 
that they have never behaved well for the ri^ht reason. 
None can behave \vell from a pi’oper reason who do not 
love God. If they love God, they would always try to 
behave well ; but instead of being satisfied with them- 
selves, they would he always grieving that they could 
not do better. Oh let them no longer trust in a refuge 
of lies, but humbly confess their sins, and trust in that 
compassionate Saviour, who came “ not to call the 
righteous, hut sinners to repentance.’’ 




THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON. 

LUKE XV. 1 1 — 32. 

This beautiful parable seems to liave been spoken bv 
oin* Lord, at the same time with those of the lost sheep 
and lost piece of silver. And probably the same per- 
sons were present to hear them all; namely, the scribes 
and i harisees, and those publicans and sinners whom 
they despised. Keeping this in mind, we shall better 
understand what follows. 

^ A certain man^ had two sous.” The Saviour says 
nolnmg about their childhood ; but it is likely that 
tliev were brought up in comfort and plenty, and that 
their father allowed them every reasonable indulgence. 
However, the younger sou was discontented at home : 
probably disliking the restraint of his father’s authority. 
In a very rude and uiidutifiil manner, he said, “ Father, 
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give me the portion of gbods that falleth to me.'’ The 
father must have felt hurt and grieved at such a re- 
quest, but he did not refuse ; he divided all that he had 
between his two sons. It might have been expected 
that after so much kindness received, the sons would 
feel it their duty to remain with their father, and do ail 
in their power to make the rest of his life happy. 
But instead of this, before many days had passed over, 

the younger son gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country.” He seems to have felt no 
concern at leaving home, and parting with his affec- 
tionate father. No doubt lie expected to be very happy 
when he should be his own master, and at liberty to do 
as he pleased. But he found himself sadly mistaken. 
He was so wicked and extravagant in that distant 
country, that he soon spent all he had. He had no 
friend to help him, for he was among strangers ; and, 
to add to his distress, “ there arose a mighty famine in 
that land,” so that even those who might pity him had 
nothing to give away. There was one person who gave 
him employment, hut it does not appear that he gave 
him any food. “ He sent him into his fields to feed 
swine.” This would be reckoned a very mean and 
unpleasant occupation to a J ew ; for swine were among 
those animals which the law forbade them to eat, or 
even touch: see Lev. xi. 7, 8. What a change of 
condition was this! He, who so lately lived with a 
tender father, fed, and clothed, and waited upon, and 
allowed to want for nothing, no.w employed in work to 
which the meanest of his father s servants would not 
have been called! And so pinched with hunger was 
he, that he even envied the swine their coarse nauseous 
husks. 

Now, my youug friends, before I try to explain to 
you what the Saviom* chiefly meant to teach us by this 
part of the parable, I would remark, that there are too 
many young people now, who act very much in the 
same way as the younger son did, and bring themselves 
into misery as great as his. Perhaps among my readers 
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there are none who have actually done so; but I fear 
.there may be some, who have sometimes whslied that 
they were old enougli to do it. No doubt, some of them, 
have pious parents,, who endeavour -to bring them up 
ill the nurture and, admonition of the Lord.’,' ■ On the 
sabbath they take them, to, the house of God, and they 
do not alloiv them to play, or to walk in the fields, oh 
that holy day. They do not cany them to fairs, or 
races, or the theatre, nor will they suffer them to go to 
such places of amusement. 1.' on, who have such parents, 
oiiglit to be truly thankful ; and you should always re- 
member, that when tliey act in this way, they arc giving 
the strongest proofs of their affection for you. But, 
per]iaps,*yoii dislike such restraints, and when you see 
other children spendiBg the sabbath in play, and fol- 
lowing every vain and sinful pleasure, you are apt to 
envy them, and to wisli yourselves in their place. You 
would gladly join with them, if you might, in doing 
what you know would be highly*' displeasing to those 
whom it is your, duty to obey. " But though you are 
now prevented from ninning with the multitude to do 
evil, do not you secretly Intend, that whenever it is in 
your power to act as you please, you will indulge in 
sinful pursuits? Bo not you sometimes wish for the 
time when you shall be old enough to escape from the 
eye and the restraints of your parents?. Nay, you may 
even have resolved to choose some business, or pro- 
fession, that will necessarily carry you into distant 
places, on purpose that you may sin without control. 

And is this the return you make for all the years of 
care, and .anxiety, and trouble, which your parents have 
spent on your account ? Your mother nursed you when 
you were helpless babes.. Many a sleepless night slie 
has passed, Wdiiie she tried to soothe your infant com- 
plaints, and perhaps wept over your, pain, when she 
could not relieve it. Many a day she .has carried you 
about in her arms, or stooped over you, to teach you to 
walk,, when, her own strength was almost, .exhausted. 
How many., hours, has she^ plied 'her needle, '■that you 
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might be neatly and comfortably clotheclj when she 
stood greatly in need of exercise, or of rest ! And your 
father, what has he done for you ? He has been dili- 
gent ill business, perhaps he has toiled very hard, six 
days ill the week, that he might earn bread for you 
to’^eat. Perhaps he has exerted himself beyond his 
strength, to earn sometliing more, in order that he 
might put you to school. Or, he may have been him- 
self your teacher, and patiently instructed you when 
you were very slow to learn. And how much kind 
advice, and what affectionate admonitions have you 
received from both parents ! How often have they 
prayed with you, and how much oftener have they 
prayed for you I And is it really possible, that you 
can wish to grieve such parents? Could you reward 
so much love and tenderness, by doing that which 
ivould almost break their hearts ? Oh, be entreated to 
lay aside for ever the thoughts of such wickedness. 

But if you think little of the sufferings that might 
be occasioned to your parents, will you not tremble to 
think of the misery that you might bring on your- 
selves! Doubtless the prodigal son had wicked com- 
panions, who called themselves his friends while he had 
money to spend with them. But when distress and 
want came upon him, not one of those companions 
appeared to comfort or to relieve him. And so it will 
ever he found ; there is no true love or friendship 
among the wicked. In the time of health and pros- 
perity they may encourage each other in sin, and take 
delight in one another’s company ; but when sickness 
or sorrow comes, “ miserable comforters are they ail.” 
And sorrow and sickness will be the worse to bear, if 
(as is often the case) tbey have been brought on by 
those very sins that once seemed so delightful. But 
even without such afflictions, how could any one be 
liappy, while under a peculiar curse of the Almighty ? 
See Dent, xxvii. 16 ; Prov. xx. 20 ; xxx. 17. 

But to return to the parable itself. There are many 
of my youthful readers who shudder at the thought 
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of sucli unnatural conduct as I have been describing. 
You, ray dear children, love your parents# and you 
would be sorry to grieve them. But do you love God, 
your Father in heaven, and are you afraid to offend 
him? He gave you life, and brought you into the 
world at first ; and he has fed you, and led ■ you all 
your lives long till now. Every pleasure and enjoy- 
ment you have possessed was bestowed by him. Above 
all, he has made known his wonderful love to you, in 
giving his beloved Son to die for sinners. Now, do 
you feel grateful to God for all this kindness ? Do 
you wish above all things to please him, and do you 
“ esteem all his commandments, concerning all things, 
to be right?” Or, is the keeping of them a task and 
a burden to you ? Do you say or think of the sab- 
bath, ^^Wliat a weariness is it ! and when will it be 
over ?’* And do you wonder how people can find any 
pleasure in hearing God’s word, or in thinking upon 
it ? If such be the case, then, however amiable and 
dutiful you may he to your parents and friends, you 
are acting towards God quite as ungratefully as the 
prodigal did to his father. It is true, you cannot go 
from the presence of God, or hide yourselves from his 
eye ; hut you try as much as possible to forget that he 
sees you. 

When the Saviour described the misery to which the 
prodigal son was brought, he intended to teach us that 
all who rebel against God are miserable. This is fre- 
quently spoken of in the Bible : see Prov. iv. 19 ; xxii. 5 ; 
Jer. ii. 12. But perhaps you may say, We are not 
miserable; we enjoy our play as niiicli as any children 
can do ; we do not know how we could he happier than 
we are.’" Ah, my young friends, if you think so, it is 
only because you do not believe what God says to you 
in his word. He says that ^*God is angry with the 
wicked every day that “ tlie face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil.” Is it possible that you could 
be happy, if you really believed that this was true? 
TMnls what the anger of an almighty God. must be!' 
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At present you forget liis anger, because you do iiot feel 
it ; but will you be able to say that you are bappy, when 
the wicked shall be turned into bell, and all the nations 
that forget God?” Observe, particularly, one part of 
the prodigal’s misery: ‘Uie 'would fain have filled his 
belly with the husks that the swine did eat, and no man 
gave unto him.” This is probably meant to teach us, 
that the pleasures of sin can never satisfy the mind ; it 
will always have a craving desire after sometlimg more. 
People may obtain one thing after another ; the}?' may 
even be able to procure every gratification that they 
wish for ; but they will still be as ill-satisfied as the pro- 
digal would have been, after eating the husks on which 
the swine were fed. Husks were not proper food for a 
man ; and so the things of this 'world were never in- 
tended to be food for the soul. God made the soul to 
live for ever, and nothing but that which will last for 
ever can make it truly happy. 

But miserable as the condition of the younger son was, 
it seems to have been a long time before he thought of 
trying to escape from it. When he came to himself, 
he said,’’ etc. This expression, “ When he came to 
himself,” means that before that time, he had been like 
a madman, out of his senses. Unless this had been the 
case, he would certainly sooner have resolved to return 
to his father’s house, where there was bread enough 
and to spare.” Now this is just like the conduct of 
those who continue to live without seeking to be restored 
to the favour of God. As my readers are young, they 
have not yet tried all the enjoyments of this v/orld. And 
perhaps they think that, when they are older, if they 
really find that nothing on earth can make them happy, 
they will then begin to seek for happiness in religion. 
But if they think so, they are only deceiving them- 
selves. There are people who have lived for many 
years in the service of Satan, seeking for happiness in 
worldly things, and continually meeting with disap- 
pointment ; constantly saying, “Who will show us any 
good ?” and never finding any one that can do it. And 
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yet these persons are still as eager as ever in following 
those very pursuits that have liitherto disappointed 

tliem. 

Let the yoinigj then, be entreated to return to God, 
before they liave proceeded any further in the paths of 
inicpity. Come, ye children, hearken unto me ; I 
will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is he 
that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may 
see good ? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good, 
seek peace, and pursue it,” Psa. xxxiv. 11 — 14. But if 
you will still persist in despising the favour of God, and 
preferring “the pleasures of sin, which are but for a 
season,” remember, that every sin you commit will 
harden your heart, and blind your eyes more and more. 
Satan will hind you to his service as with chains, he 
will lead you captive at his will. 

We must now go on to consider the latter part of the 
parable, which is intended to show the love of God to 
sinners, and his willingness to receive them hack, even 
when they have long chosen to wander from him. Bui 
though this gives encouragement to evejy sinner mime- 
diatehj to return, let none presume to resolve that they 
will first weary themselvea with those things which are 
“ vanity and vexation of spirit."’ 

The repenting prodigal did not frame any excuse for 
his conduct. He did not think that^ he deserved to be 
called a son, he was willing to be treated as a hired 
servant, if his father would only allow him once more 
to live in his house. And if you wish to obtain the 
favour of God, you must seek it in the same spirit. You 
must not think that because you are children, and have 
not been openly 'wicked and indecent, therefore; ^024 
need not beg so humbly for mercy. ' If you have loved 
other objects better than God, and chosen' other plea- 
sures ratiier than those that are to be' found in ' Ills 
ways, you have been guilty of the blackest ingratitude, 
and “ it is of the Lord’s mercies that you are not con- 
sumed.”.' 

o 2 
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Observe? also, how glad the father was to see liis son 
return. He did not stay till his son came to him ; ‘‘ but 
when he was yet a great way oiF, his fathp saw him, 
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him/’ And thus God is waiting to be gracious 
to every sinner that will return to him. He is ^‘not 
willing that any should perish, but that ail should come 
to repentance.” The father did not reproach his son 
with misconduct, he did not even mention it to him. He 
interrupted him with expressions of kindness, before he 
had finished his humble petition. Ihiis God has pro- 
mised, to those who return to him, that “their sms and 
their iniquities he will remember no more.’* This is 
not because he thinks ‘slightly of their sins, for sin is 
that abominable thing which he hates, Jer. iv. 4. The 
only reason why he will remember their sins no more 
is, that he laid upon his beloved Son the iniquities of 
them all, Isa. liii, 6. 

The father not only welcomed his son back, but lie 
immediately supplied all his wants, and made a feast of 
rejoicing for his return, and showed his love and regard 
for him before all the rest of the family. And God has 
every thing to bestow on returning sinners, that they 
can possibly need,^ He calls them his children, and 
teaches them to call him Father, Gal. iv. 6, 7, He 
honours them even in time, by permitting them to draw 
near to him at all times in prayer. But he promises 
yet more highly to honour them, at the end of time, 
Mai, iii. 17, 18; and through eternity they shall dwell 
in his own house above, where they shall be continually 
happy in his love. 

The unkind and unnatural conduct of the elder son, 
was intended by our Lord to describe the character of 
the scribes and Pharisees, who murmured because he 
received the publicans and sinners. There will always 
be people like the Pharisees, who fimcy themselves 
better than others, and despise those who are willing to 
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own tliat they are sinners. But whatever men may say 
or doj ‘Hhe Lord reigneth,” and none can hinder him 
from doing all his pleasure. He is “the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth,” Exod, xxxiv. 6. It is impossible 
to express the guilt and folly of those who will not love 
this Best of beings. And it is equally impossible to 
describe the happiness of those who have chosen him 
for their God. “ For the Lord God is a sun and shield : 
the Lord will give grace and glory : no good thing will 
he withhold irom them that walk uprightly,” Psa, 
Ixxxiv, 11„ 


THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND 
LAZARUS. 

I.UKE XVI. 19 — 31 . 


This parable tells us of a man wlio had a great deal of 
wealth, wearing fine clothes, and faring sumptuously 
every day.” But though he had possessed all those 
outward enjoyments, he did not love God, and therefore 
could not be happy. This rich man died; for all his 
money could not bribe death to keep away from him a 
single hour. He had to leave all his possessions, and 
all his pleasures, to enter on the possession of misery 
which he could never leave. 

The parable also tells us of a very poor man, a beggar, 
named Lazarus. He was not only in poverty, hut also 
ill a state of affliction and disease. He had no kind 
children or friends to come and sympathize with him and 
relieve him," no surgeon or nurse to dress his wounds, 
and lessen his pain. So very wretched was he in his 
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outward circumstances, that he had not clothes even to 
cover those painful wounds which the dogs came and 
licked. But though Lazarus #as in such a destitute 
coiiditionj yet he was a good man, and no doubt Ms 
mind was in a much happier state than that of the rich 
man, with all his outward comforts. The beggar also 
died, and was canned by the angels into Abraham’s 
bosom. Being in Abraham’s bosom, means a place in 
heaven near that holy man ; and it intimates that 
Lazarus was an eminent believer, that God loved him, 
and took him to dwell for ever there. 

Here we have a striking proof of the vanity of this 
world, and how foolish those people are who prefer its 
objects to those of eternity ; who attend to the concerns 
of the body, and neglect those of the soul. Perhaps 
some young people, looking only at the outward cir» 
cumstances of these two men while they were living 
on earth, would prefer the situation of the rich man to 
that of poor afflicted Lazarus ; but follow them into the 
world of spirits, look at the difference of their circum- 
stances there — the one miserable, and the other happy 
—and then decide t And indeed, this is the only way 
to decide justly and safely. The young are in great 
danger of being deceived by appearances, and oifaricf}' 
mg those alone to be happy who ai^e rich, have foie 
clothes, and every thing nice to eat and drink. It is, 
therefore, by attending to this parable, and other parts 
of the word of God, that they can see how a man may 
he happy, though in affliction and in poverty ; and that 
unhappiness may dwell in the heart of the man who is 
‘Vclotlied in purple and foie linen.” 

But let not my young reader suppose that Lazarus 
wras happy, or went to heaven because he w^as poor and 
afflicted. By no means ; he was happy because he pos- 
sessed the faith of Abraham ; he loved God and his com- 
mandments. It was religion that comforted his heart in 
the midst of all his outward sufferings. Poverty and 
affliction are in themselves evils, part of the sufferings 
which even good people are called to endure in this 
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world. Ill such circumstances, nothing but the gospel 
of Jesus Christ can comfort the heart. You know that 
there are many poor people discontented and unhappy, 
because they are in poverty ; and if disease is added, . 
they are wretched indeed. But why ? Because they <io 
not love the God of Lazarus, and are destitute of fait"?; 
ill Jesus Christ; because they are ignorant of the con- 
solations of true religion. It is well when the poor and 
afflicted are led to seek the true riches, and the healing 
of the disease of sin, the most fatal of all diseases. 
Happy are those poor people who are heirs of that 
kingdom which Lazarus obtained, and which is promised 
to all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ! 

Neither should my young reader imagine, that the 
rich man was unhappy in this world, and miserable in 
the world of spirits, because he had wealth. There are 
rich men who are good men, and who are happy here, 
and will be happy hereafter. It was because the rich 
man fixed his heart on the enjoyments and gratifications 
which wealth enabled him to obtain, and neglected his 
soul. Because he lived only to himself, and forgot the 
two great coramandments—love to God, and love to 
man. He lived as if he were only made for this world, 
and not for another; and it is to be feared, steeled his 
heart against the wants and wretchedness of his fellow 
creatures. He was, in short, an unbeliever, or destitute 
of Abraham’s faith ; and therefore, when he died, his 
spirit could not go to dwell where the patriarch dwelt. 

We are told that the rich man lifted up his eyes in 
hell, ‘‘ being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom.” This must have been a 
great addition to his wretchedness. He was not only in 
the place of misery, enduring that punishment which the 
justice of God irmicted on him for his sins, hut he saw 
the seat and company of the blessed in heaven, though 
at a great distance from him. He beheld also the very 
man whom perhaps he had neglected and despised, 
placed in a station of honour, safety, and joy, near the 
father of the faithful ; while he was shut out of that 



company, and compelled to endure tlie upbraidings of 
his conscience, and the wrath of an offended God, Of 
what avail to him now were all the possessions he once 
enjoyed ? They could not procure for him even a drop 
of water to cool his tongue. He "was now in that eter- 
!:al world where no distinction is known, but that which 
exists between the righteous and the wicked. He was 
aware of this, hut it was too late to be of any use. He 
knew that God’s mercy could not now be extended to 
him, for he had rejected it while on earth ; and he vainly 
addressed Abraham, saying, “ Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for i 
am tormented in this flame.” He here speaks as if he 
thought Abraham was more merciful than God ; and was 
able and willing to help those whom God was punishing. 
He calls Abraham father and certainly if he was 
a Jew, he w'as related by descent to that good man. 
Now the Jews were accustomed to think, that on account 
of their being the descendants of the patriarch, they 
should be saved. But, in this passage, we see how vain 
and wicked such an opinion was. No Jew could be 
saved, unless he had the faith of his father Abraham, 
Rom. iv. 11 — 13. 

Perhaps, my young reader, you have a pious father 
and mother. They will no doubt instruct you in those 
things that belong to your everlasting peace. They 
will point out to you the way to heaven, and they may 
entreat you to walk therein. But do not deceive your- 
self by supposing that because they are good people, 
you will get to heaven as well as they. N o ; instead of 
this, it will be far worse for you in another world, that 
you had religious parents, and yet you refused to obey 
tlieir instructions, and to imitate their example. Your 
heart must be changed, you must believe in Jesus 
Christ, you must take pleasure in doing God’s will on 
earth, or you can have no well-grounded hope of dwell- 
ing with your parents in heaven. 

This wretched man did not expect -that Abraham 
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{‘oiild deliver him out of the place of torment, or indeed 
give him any effectual relief. All he rec|uested, was a 
momentary alleviation of his agony, a very small abate- 
ment of his exquisite misery. But even this he could 
not obtain. 

Abraham acknowledged the relationship between 
them — that he was his son according to the flesh ; but 
he gave him no reason to expect even a momentary 
relief. On the contrary, he told him that during tiie 
time he had lived in this world he had received his 
good things. The good things he sought were riches, 
sensual pleasures, and the pride of life, in preference to 
the flivom* and image of God, and heavenly happiness. 
He had obtained the things which his heart desired, 
and he had spent all his portion. He must not there- 
fore expect an}'’ more good. Nay : he must expect to 
suffer for the foolish choice he had made. In like man- 
ner, Lazarus had received his evil things. He had, 

, however, feai*ed sin and the wrath of God, more than 
pain and poverty. He hail chosen sanctified affliction, 
rather than prosperity without God. He had endured 
his afflictions patiently, and he had profited by them. 
They were now ended, and he was now comforted in 
the presence of God, and in the company of the re- 
deemed. He could suffer no more pain or sorrow, for 
he was now in heaven. 

To make the answer still more fearful, Abraham as- 
sured liim, that there was a great gulf, or cliasfn, fixed 
between the places of happiness and misery ; so that if 
an inhabitant of heaven wished to relieve any one in 
the place of torment, he would be unable to approach 
him; and it would be equally impossible for a con- 
demned sinner to leave the prison-house, and enter the 
realms of happiness, Both were fixed in their different 
states, by the unchangeable decrees of God, No hope 
whatever was held out, of any deliverance from the 
place of woe. The misery would be eternal. 

When the rich man found that there was no hope of 
obtaining even a temporary mitigation of his torture, 
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lie was desirous tliat it should not be increased. He 
knew that there was a passage open between heaven 
and earth, though not behveen heaven and . hell. ' He 
therefore requested Abraham to send Lazarus to his 
fiv^e brethreiij to testify unto thein, lest they also should 
come into the place of torment 

It appears from thisj that while their brother was 
siifFering. misery' in hell, they were living' in luxury and 
magnificence, as he had done while on earth, and were 
also on their way to the same place of torment. The 
poor despairing wretch wished Lazarus to go and tell 
them of the realities of the invisible world, and to what 
a dreadfiu; condition his sins had brought him ; to warn 
them of the danger of treading in his steps, and to excite 
them to repentance, that they might escape the wrath 
to come. He was afraid that if they came to the place 
of torment, their presence would increase his misery. 
Conscious that he had deeply injured them by his ex- 
ample, and by making them his companions in sin, he 
feared their reproaches. It was therefore a wish to 
escape greater wretchedness, and no feeling of love or 
natural aifectioii, that urgef him to make the request. 
There is no affection in hell. 

It is very probable that the rich man was hut young 
when he died. His five brethren are represented as all 
living in their father’s house, as joint-heirs of the estate. 
He had, however, though young, committed many sins, 
and done much harm by an evil example. 

My young reader has also done evil, he has sinned 
against God ; he has also, as far as liis influence ex- 
tended, injured others by his example ; and it is pos- 
sible that he has himself been injured by the same evil. 
It may be, that some one of your youthful companions, 
with whom you have committed many sins, has gone 
before you to the world of spirits; and if he died with 
an uiirenewed heart, h.e has gone to the place of tor- 
ment. If he knew your present situation, and that 
you were going on in the same evil courses, mto wliich 
he led you at first, oh, how desirous would he be that 
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3^011 sliould turn to God ! If permitted, he could tell 
you the agonies he is enduring, and the despair that 
fills his bosom, and entreat you to act differently, lest 
you also’ go to the same place, and increase his misery 
by your upbraidings. This he is not permitted to tell 
you, but the Saviour has condescended to make known 
the same truths, by means of this parable ; nay more, 
he commands you in his word to return unto him, and 
live. This rich man was told by Abraham, that his 
brethren had Moses and the prophets, and that the}^ 
sliould hear them. He thought, however, if one whom 
they knew should visit them from the world of spirits, 
they would be so convinced that they would repent. 
But he was assured by the patriarch, that if they would 
not hear Moses and the prophets, neither w’ould this 
persuade them to turn to God. They might be af- 
frighted and amazed, and for a time refrain from gross 
sins ; but though this w^ere done, it would not constrain 
them to hate their sins, to humble themseh^es before 
God, to trust in his mercy, and devote themselves to 
his service. 

Perhaps you may have sometimes thought, that if one 
of your former companions were to visit you from the 
world of spirits, and tell you what was going on there, 
it would convince you of the reality of spiritual and 
eternal things, and compel you to lay them to heart. 
But this is a mistake ; if you saw the apparition of such 
a one, and heard a communication from him, it would 
terrify you for a time, it would fill you with many 
alarms ; but it would not convince you of your folly, or 
convert jo\i to the faith of Christ. In the days of the 
Son of God, even his stupendous miracles were insuf- 
ficient to lead the Jews to acknowledge Jesus to be the 
time Messiah. Many saw another Lazarus, John xi., 
rise from the dead, and yet continued in unbelief. 
Thus they had Moses and the prophets, and tlie ad- 
ditional evidence of one rising from the dead, and yet 
they would not be persuaded. 

1 on, my young reader, possess not only Moses and 
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llie propliets, but also tlie New Testament, If, then, those 
who lived in the' days of Christ were without excuse, if 
they did not read, imderstaiid, and obey the Old Testa- 
ment ; how much more criminal must your conduct be, 
if you will not read, understand, and obey the whole 
book of God! The language is plain, and the truths 
are simple. You are told that you are sinners, and 
you know it. You are informed, that by the deeds of 
the law no one can be justified in the sight of God ; that 
God sent his Son into the world to save sinners ; that 
there is salvation in no other ; that if you believe in him 
you shall be saved, and that if you believe not you shall 
be condemned. The rich man was condemned to end- 
less misery, because he did not attend to these con- 
cerns ; and if you, whether you be rich- or poor, should 
neglect this great salvation, you shall not escape the 
wrath to come. How sad, how wicked, and how foolish 
is it, for the young to refuse the blessings of the gos- 
pel, when they are offered without money and without 
price ! Oh take care, and do not continue in that path 
of sin and unbelief which leads to hell, where the mercy 
of God, boundless as it is, is never shown, where misery 
and darkness for ever dwell. Would you escape all 
these evils? seek to possess the faith of Lazarus, be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ, and show by a preference for the 
things of God, that you love them, that you pi’efer the 
liappiness of the soul to that of the body, and that 
eternal life at God’s right hand is more highly valued 
by you than all the pleasures of time and sense. 



THE PARABLE OF THE UNFAITHFUL 
STEWARD. 


LUKE XVI. 1 — 8. 

A STEWARD is a person who has charge of the property 
of another, and whose business it is to manage and take 
care of it for the owner. A gentleman who has great 
possessions may commit them to the care of a stewarci, 
in order to save himself trouble. He may trust so much 
to the steward’s honesty and prudence, that he will not 
be always watching, or inquiring into his conduct. But 
he will certainly give directions as to the way in which 
he wishes his property to be disposed of ; and the 
steward ought not to act, in any matter, contrary to 
those directions. Though he may seem to have all liis 
master’s property in his power, he has no right to em- 
ploy any part of it for his own use ; and he will be 
greatly to blame if he allows it to be wasted and lost, or 
does not improve it by every means in his power. A 
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steward is also set over the other servants, not only to - ti 

see that they do their work properly, but also to; take fj 

care that they have their food, and every thing else fi 

that is necessary for them. ' 

“ There was a certain rich man which had a steward.’ i 

Tile rich man is intended to mean God, who is the great 
Proprietor of all things. All men are stewards to him ; j 

they have nothing of their own ; for naked came they into : 

tliis world, and whatever they enjoy they have received 
from God.^ He does not give people money, or learn- : 

ing, or any thing else, merely that they may use it for : 

their own pleasure, but that they may lay it out for his i 

glory, and the good of others. And, in the Bible, he 
has given abundant directions as to the way in which 
his steivards are to use the property committed to them. ^ 

There is, liowever, one great difference between the 
Lord of heaven and earth and the rich men of this world. 

They employ stewards for their own convenience ; or, 

indeed, they may be obliged to do it, because their. ‘ 

possessions are so large that they could not possibly j 

attend to them themselves. But God does, not- 

the services of any of his creatures. It is great con- | 

descension in him to employ them; and though it is 

their duty to serve him, yet all that he requires them to 

do is for their own benefit, as much as for his glory. 

The rich man was informed that his steward had 

wasted his goods.’' “And he called him, and said 
unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an : 

account of thy stewardship, for thou mayest he no loivmu' ’ ' | 

steward.” There is no person who has at all times iMjr . 

proved every gift of God so much as he might | 

ought to have done. And there are many who ma^’ ■ I 

truly be said to have “ wasted his goods.” Whatever is I 

not spent with the desire and intention of serving God, '| 

and according to the directions of his word, is.*wasted. f 

Perhaps the steward mentioned in the parable hoped | 

that his master would never find out his misconduct. I 

* See Exyslaimtion of the Parable of the Talents. ^ 
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And so people are apt to imagine that God • does not 
notice their behaviour. Or, they ma}'' even be so wicked 
as to say, that what they have is their own, and that 
none can deprive them of it. But though God may 
long have patience with them;, yet the Bible tells them 
that they shall soon be called to give an account of 
their stewardship, when they must be no longer stew- 
ards. When they die, every thing they possess will be 
taken from them ; and they must stand before God, to 
give an account to him of all the mercies that he be- 
stowed upon them. 

The steward had no excuse to make for himself. He 
did not even ask his lord to allow him to continue in 
his situation, or promise to be better for the time to 
come. But he immediately set himself to consider what 
would become of him when his lord turned him away. 
He knew that he would be obliged to hnd some other 
way of earning his bread, and he found it difficult to 
contrive how he might do so. He had never been ac- 
customed to hard work ; he could not dig. He had long 
lived in comfort and plenty, so that he was ashamed to 
beg. At last ,he thought of a plan which seemed to 
him the best, and he lost no time in putting it in prac- 
tice. ■ ■ ■ 

There were several persons who were in debt to Iiis 
lord. Probably no one besides the steward and them- 
selves knew how much each of them owed. He per- 
suaded them to make out a false account of their debts, 
so as to cheat liis lord, while it saved them from having 
so much to pay as they ought to have done. He 
thought they would feel so much obliged to him for this, 
that they would willingly allow him to live with them 
after his lord turned him away. Or, even if they should 
not he willhig to do so, he thought they would be afraid 
to refuse him any thing he asked, for fear he should 
tell liis lord how they had cheated him. At the same 
time he was not afraid of their informing against him, 
because they could not do so without bringing trouble 
on themselves. 
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tliat reads it may learn several lessons from tlie imi- 
faithful steward. There, is one of these lessons, in par- 
ticular, which I wish to set before you. You have been 
told that you must die, that you must leave this world 
to return to it no more. Now, have you acted as wisely 
as he did ? have you made it your chief concern to 
secure an everlasting home? If you have not, then 
wicked as the steward was, he was wiser than you. 

Few young persons like to think of death, or to hear 
it mentioned. But your not liking to think of it will 
not delay it for a moment. Probably the rich man told 
the steward on what day he would dismiss him. But 
“ye know neither the day, nor the hour, wherein the 
Son of man cometh.” If God were now to speak to 
you, he might say, “This night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee.” The very thought of this makes you 
feel sad ; and if you were assured tliat it really would 
be so, how would you tremble ! Oh you might well 
tremble, to think of leaving your dear friends, and all 
that delights you most, and going, naked and alone, 
into a world that is all dark and unknown to you I 

Why, then, remain for a moment in such a state of 
dread and alarm ? The steward committed great wick- 
edness to procure friends, who, after all, could do but 
little for him. But there is an Almighty Friend, wait- 
ing to be gracious to you. He invites you to come to 
him, “ without money, and witliout price.’* Hear what 
he says to all who believe and trust in him : “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions. I go to prepare a 
place for you,” John xiv. 2. xAnd when the thief upon 
the cross said to him, “ Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom he answered, “ To-day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise,” Luke xxiii. 42, 4J3, 
Even though you were not called to die, and leave this 
world, you could never be completely happy here, for 
this is a world of sin and sorrow. But in heaven 
there is no more grief, “neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain,” Pi^ev. xxL 4. 
And if you had Jesus for your friend, j-ou need jiot 


Ij’N'FAITHFUL STEWABD. 


1L3 


feat to venture into 

be waiting to receive y ? pniov iiis love. One 
would live in his P’'®f‘'ff®’'‘^e is\^ecause you know 
reason why you are afraid terri- 

there is, “ after death, . j S stewardship, 

fied to think of g"'«g "tiTorfs^oods. But only 
because you have "'‘‘t*-® ^ blessed Sa-nour, and he will 
seek the friendship of *^y®Xj.^n-ahist you. If 
answer all the clanns to repay to the rich man 

any kind friend had ^PI, ‘ J x pgrbaps he would not 
all that the steward ^brist\ath “ restored 

have dismissed him. _ ’ .■> and if he becomes your 

Sif^od'^^ri^- pay 'vl^at his Son 

has paid f ready. to imitate the steward, in 

when you leave joui pre- you die any sooner ; 

diately for death, would and heaven 

but to know that 1 the tbou<»ht of death 

your eternal you would have “ a 

, ihghtful. Sirist, which is far 

K.’’" P-.“-^''°"Vsav 

feeble bodies, you ®^'i^®'gusTorAis tabernacle were 
know, that if our of God, a bouse not 

dissolved, we bave^ a bui dmg ., ,^j,gu the 

made with hands, eternal in the heaven 
wicked die, fre said ^0 b^®^j^driven^ ^^^y 

wickedness ; ‘‘ Lord, now iettest 

W, foi mine eyes have seen thy salvation ! 


116 


PARABI.E OF THE 



THE PARABLE OE THE PHARISEE AND 
THE PUBLICAN. 

LUKE XVIII. 9 — 14, 


PART I. 

Jesus spake this parable unto certain which trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous, and despised 
others.” It was once remarked by some of the Saviour’s 
hearers, “Never man spake like tliis man and never 
man had a right to speak like him. No other preacher 
can see the hearts, and know the thoughts of those who 
hear him ; and it would be very wrong for him to say 
that any of them “ trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous,’’ except they showed it by their conduct. 
And if this be the case with preachers, still more is it 
true of those who write for the instruction of others. I 
do not ask my readers to try to discover what their 
parents and teachers think of them ; but I do ask them 
seriously to try to discover what He thinks of them, who 
searches their hearts, and knows their secret thoughts ; 
and whether, if they had been present, the Saviour 
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laid down liis life, Heb. ix. 6—14 ; x, 1—4; they were 
meant to teach the people that God could not be 
pleased with them, or with their prayers, unless they 
were trusting in the blood of Christ to wash their sins 
away. But there was not a word of this in the Pliari* 
see’s prayer. It seemed as if he thought God could 
see no fault in him ; nay, he went on to mention some 
things he did which he thought w’-ere so good that they 
certainly deserved to be rewarded. 

Now, my youthful readers, I do not think it very 
likely that you ever prayed as the Pharisee did; but 
yet I fear that some of you may have had thoughts and 
feelings much the same as his. Perhaps you are ac- 
customed, every evening, to repeat a prayer which you 
have been taught, in which you say, ‘‘ 0, pardon every 
one of my faults, and be not angry with me or some- 
thing to the same purpose. Now when you say such 
words as these, do you feel ashamed and grieved that 
you should have offended God so many times through 
the day ? and are you really desirous that he should 
forgive you ? or, do you say such words only because 
they happen to he in the prayer that you have learned ? 
And if any one should ask you what faults you have 
committed, would you not sometimes answer that 3 rou 
did not know of any ? that you had been attentive to 
your lessons at school, and Gbedient to your parents at 
home, and now you had said your prayers, and were 
going to bed like good children, and surely no one 
could find any fault with you ? 

Perhaps you have been present when your teacher 
has reproved and punished one of your schoolfellows 
for telling a lie. When this was the case, did you feel 
very sorry for that poor hoy or girl that had been so 
naughty ; and did you thank God in your heart that he 
had preserved you from deserving the name of a liar ; 
while, at the same time, you remembered with shame, 
that you had been guilty of many other sins which were 
quite as had as lying ? Or, did you turn first to your 
offending schoolfellow, and then to your teacher, with 
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God. Probably it is very true that lie was neither an 

extortioner, nor unjust, nor an adulterer but lie was 
a proud man, and bis pride was what prevented him 
from being justified. “ For every one that exaltetli 
himself shall be abased.*’ “ God resistetli the proud.” 

Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit 
before a fall.” lie went to the temple and prayed, 
and returned home again, hut we cannot suppose that 
he felt comfortable or happy in his own mind ; for it is 
quite impossible for any one to be truly hapjiy without 
the favour of God. 

And I am certain that you are not happy while your 
minds are filled with proud thoughts. If you are al- 
ways wishing and expecting to be praised, you will be 
very often disappointed. If there is pride in your 
hearts, it will show itself in your behaviour, even 
though you may fancy that no one observes it. When 
your teacher, or other friends see it, it will keep tliem 
from praising you, even when you might otherwise 
deserve it ; and even your companions will dislike you. 
You will be constantly getting vexed and affronted by 
things that would not give you the least uneasiness if 
you were modest, humble children. 

But, if it should so happen that you get as much 
praise as you desire, and that you should be loved and 
esteemed by ail who know you, still, I say it again, you 
cannot he happy. You must be sometimes alone, and 
you will find it very tiresome, for you cannot enjoy the 
presence of God, or have any pleasure in thinking of 
that Saviour who is a friend that loveth at all times.” 
You may now be strong and well, but you cannot tell 
how soon sickness may come upon you. If you were 
tossing on your beds full of pain, wmuld it give you 
any comfort to think of the good opinion that others 
had of you ? And if your weeping fether or mother 
sliould be obliged to tell you that the doctor could do 
you no good, and that you were getting worse, oh how 
could you bear to think of your soul appearing before 
Him who knows all your proud thoughts ! 
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But there have been many persons, both old and 
yoimgj who have not only lived, but even died, think- 
ing that tliey certainly deserved to go to heaven for 
their good conduct, and because they were better than 
others. And this may be yotir case. If you will still 
continue to think highly of yourselves, your pride may 
so increase, and your hearts may be so hardened, that 
even the prospect of death" may not alarm you. But 
oh, it is an awful thing thus to go down to the grave 
with ‘'la lie in your right hand I” You may “exalt 
yourselves” to the very last; but how fearfully will 
you “ be abased,” when God shall bring you into judg- 
ment ! Instead of humbly trusting in Jesus Christ, as 
an all-sufficient Saviour, you trusted in your own good 
behaviour ; but when that behaviour, which you thought 
so good, comes to he examined by the Judge of all, it 
will cover you with everlasting confusion. 


PART II. 

But we must now attend to the prayer of the publican. 
Unlike the Pharisee, who probably stood in the most 
honourable part of the temple, he stood “ afar off.” He 
was ashamed to go near any other person who was 
there, for he thought no one was so wicked as himself. 
He felt himself to be such a sinner in the sight of God, 
that he was afraid even to lift up his eyes, to look to- 
wards heaven. He was so sorrowful on account of his 
sins, and so unhappy at the thought of having offended 
his Maker, that his heart was ready to break. He did 
not make any excuse for his past conduct; he did not 
compare himself with others who might have acted 
more wickedly than himself; he did not satisfy himself 
with promising to do better for the time to come : in 
the greatness of his distress, he “ smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.” His prayer 
was very short; perhaps his grief was so great that he 
could say no more ; or perhaps he thought a longer 
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prayer from a sinner like him would only be displeas- 
ing to God. But though it is so sliortj it means a great 
deal. He confesses that he is a sinner; he entreats 
that God would he merciful to him ; and, greatly as he 
is humbled and ashamed, he is not quite without hope 
of obtaining mercy, or he would not have gone to the 
temple at all. 

As I said before, I cannot see my youthfLil readers ; 
hut, if I could, perhaps I might find one of them sit- 
ting alone in some quiet corner, with a sorrowful coun- 
tenance, and the big tears starting from his or her eyes. 
And if it were further possible for me to sit down by 
that little mourner, and to ask the reason of this sor- 
row, perhaps I should get an answer somewhat like 
the following: — “ Oh I am a sad naughty child ! My 
kind father and mother have often told me that I should 
pray to the great God, and for fear I should not know 
what to say, they have taught me prayers which I 
might repeat. But, in the morning, I have been in 
such a hurry to get to my play, that I have often gone 
down stairs without ever thinking of my prayers ; and, 
at night, when I was tired, or the room was cold, i 
have got into bed without so much as going on my 
knees. I have disobeyed my parents so often, that 
they tell me their hearts are almost broken. At school, 
I have been so careless that I scarcely know any thing 
more than 1 did when I first went. 1 have told a great 
many lies ; and, though some of them have been found 
out, and punished, there are far more than any one 
knows, but myself ; but I know that God 

'A book of reckoning keeps. 

For every lie that children tell.’ 

I have done many other things that I knew were wrong. 
I have sometimes tried to repent, and resolved that I 
would be naughty no more, but the very next time 
that 1 was bid do any thing I did not like, I was dis- 
obedient again ; and then, if 1 could hide it by telling 
a lie, my good resolutions were all forgotten. Surely 
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tliere is not one of my sclioolfellows. so nauglity as I 
am. I have been told that God is willing to forgive 
tlie greatest sinners, but I am afraid and ashamed to 
ask him to forgive me. 1 have been trying to do it ; 
but oh, do you think it is really possible that so wicked 
a child as I am can be saved ?” 

The best reply that I could make would be, to point 
to the Saviour’s words about the publican : “ I tell you 
this man went down to his house justified that is, 
God forgave him all his sins, and looked upon him 
with as much kindness as if he had never offended 
him. The Saviour further adds, “ Every one that hum- 
bletli himself shall he exalted.” This does not mean 
that because the publican was humbled he deserved to 
be justified ; for people should never imagine that be- 
cause they are sorry for their sins, they have a right to 
expect that they will be forgiven. But if the publican 
had not been humbled he would not have “ smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful tome a sinner;” 
and none but humble persons ever will say so in ear- 
nestness and sincerity. 

To you, my young friend, whose feelings seem to 
resemble those of the publican, I must say, that much 
as you are grieved and ashamed, still you are not so 
much so as you ought to be. Y ou confess many of your 
faults ; but if you should try to tell them all, they wmuid 
be more in number than you could possibly count. 
You are sensible that you have done wrong in sinning 
against the God of love; but oh, if you could see the 
evil of it as he sees it, you would be overwhelmed with 
confusion. You would be ready to say, Gh that my 
head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of teai’s, 
that I might weep day and night!” And although you 
should do this as long as you live, it would not make 
up for one of the sins you have committed. 

But you may dry up your tears, for the Bible con- 
tains ^‘glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to aii 
people;” and to you in particular they must be glad 
mdeed. *^ God so loved the world, that he gave his 
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only begotten Son, that whosoever beiievetli in him 
should not perish, hut have everlasting life,” J ohn ill. 16 , 
Observe, it is said, whosoever ; even lying and disobe» 
dient children are welcome. Jesus Christ shed his 
precious blood upon the cross : floods of tears could not 
wash out the stain of one transgression j but the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.” God has said^ 
“ The soul that siniieth, it shall die but Jesus Christ 
died instead of the souls that had sinned ; he suffered 
the punishment which they deserved. ‘‘ He is able to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him,” And though he is now in heaven, seated at the 
right hand of God, yet he sees and notices even a sin- 
ful child like you. 

Believe, then, what the Bible tells you respecting 
him ; trust in him alone to deliver you from ail your 
guilt and misery ; commit yourself entirely into his 
hands, as a ruined helpless sinner, and he will not cast 
you out. I'his is the way, and the only way, in which 
you can be “justified;” God will then no longer be 
angry with you for your sins, because he laid all his 
anger upon his beloved Son, you will still have much 
reason to be humbled and ashamed ; indeed, you will 
feel more humbled than ever : but when you pray to 
the great God, instead of being afraid, you will rejoice 
that you are speaking to a kind and tender Father. 

You will then no longer make good resolutions in 
your own strength, which would be broken as before ; 
but you will continually look unto Jesus, to enable you 
to do what is right. You will love him, and this will 
make you hate and avoid every thing that is displeas- 
ing to him. Those duties, which once were a burden 
and a task to you, .will then be a pleasure ; and even 
when your parents or teachers may desire you to do 
something that does not suit your inclination, you will 
feel a delight in doing it, because you know it is your 
Saviours will that you should “ obey them that rule 
over you,” 

The tiiought of death will not then alarm you ; for 
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you will know that your best Friend, he whom you love 
better than the dearest friends on earth, will he ready 
to receive your soul to himself the moment that it 
leaves the body. You will not be afraid of the judg- 
ment-day, for you will expect to stand at the right hand 
of the Judge, and to hear him say, Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.’" You will think with 
delight of heaven, as the place where you are to dwell 
for ever, free from sin and sorrow, and in the presence 
of your beloved Saviour. 

But I cannot possibly describe to you the happiness 
of those who are justihed by believing in Jesus. Only 
be persuaded to try ; to “ taste and see and you will 
say, as the queen of Sheba said, that ‘‘ the half has not 
been told you.” 
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THE PARABLE OF THE HOUSEHOLDER AND 
THE LABOURERS. 


MATTHEW XX, 1 — 16 . 

Tins is a parable wliicb I think all young readers 
can easily understand. A householder, when spoken of 
in the Bible, generally means a person who not only had 
a house, but some land and other property of his own. 
It is the custom, in many places, for people who want 
out-door w'ork, to go and stand in the market-place to 
he hired ; and this householder went there early in the 
morning, to hire labourers to work in liis vineyard. A 
vineyard is a kind of garden ; a place where grapes 
grow. The householder promised to give the labourers 
a penny a-day. You may think that was very small 
wages, but the penny that was used in that country was 
as much as eightpence of our money. He went out 
again about nine o’clock, at twelve, at three, and aliout 
five in the afternoon ; and every time he liired some 
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.vhom be found idle. He did not say how much he 
.Tould give them, hut only that they should Ijave w net 
was right. In the evening he orderisd . his stewaid to . 
pay tie labourers,: and "to begin with those who had 
lln hired last. The steward did so, and gav^ ^ 
same ivages to every one of them. Those 
worked all day began to grumble at this; for tin,,, 
thought, that if those who bad only been an hour in 
the vineyard received a penny, they themselves shou a 
have had more. But the houselmlder told them, tha,. 
it was wrong for them to be discontented because they 
had agreed to work for a penny a-day, which was then 
the common rate of wages. Certainly the otners hai 
not any right to expect a full day’s wages; it was hw 
kindness that made him give tliem soinuch; but the 
money was his own, and no one ought to find fault witii 
him for using it as he pleased. . 

You know that God is the great Master of this woud, 
and of all things that are in it. He orders 
as he pleases, and he never does any thing hut what is 
right . If you see other children who have better clothes, 
or a pleasanter house to live in, or kinder friends than 
you, you should not be discontented, or think Hia o 
deals hardly with you. Remember, that neither 
nor they deserve any good thing at all ; whatever com- 
forts you have, you receive from the kindness oi Goa , 
til ese things all belong to him, and certainly he has a 
good right to divide them as he pleases. , ^ • 

When diiferent hours of the day are spoken ot, it is 
sometimes intended to mean different times ot.ite. 
While people are young, they are in the morning oi hte. 
It is still ‘Nearly in the: morning” with you children; 
and God is inviting you to work for him, as 
holder did the labourers. Perhaps you may sa}^ .What 
work is there that we can do^ for. God ?’ '1 here were 

some people who once put this very question, to nur 
Saviour while he was upon earth. They smo, ‘ U'hat 
shall we do, that we may work the works of God ! and 
the Saviour answered, This is the work of God, that- 
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ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” This is the first 
thing that God calls upon you to do ; and, until you do 
so, you will neither have any real desire to serve God, 
nor yet could he be pleased with your services. But if 
once you really believe that God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
inglife and that Jesus Christ so loved poor sinners, as 
to die upon the cross for them ; and that if it had not 
been for this wonderful kindness, we must have all 
been miserable for ever; I say, if you really believe 
these things, you will love God so much, that it will be 
your greatest pleasure to serve him. The Bible con- 
tains sufficient directions as to what he requires liis ser- 
vants to do ; and these directions are so plain and easy, 
tliat the youngest child who reads this may unclerstanci 
them. 

Perhaps you think that you have many years to live ; 
you may be mistaken ; but if you should live long, you 
will never be sorry that you began to serve God when 
you were young. He is a kind and tender Father, as 
well as a Master, to his servants. He never lets them 
want any thing that is good for them ; and whatever he 
bids them do, is for their own happiness. David was a 
servant of God, and he said, In keeping of thy 
commandments there is great reward,*’ Psalm xix. 11. 
God does what the best earthly master cannot do, for he 
gives his servants strength to do their work. If they 
should sometimes be weary with bearing ‘‘ the burden 
and heat of the day, he encourages them to go on til! 
they have accomplished, as an hireling, their day; and 
tells them, that then they shall enjoy tiie rest” w^bich 
** remaineth” in heaven for them. Instead of being 
afraid to think of death, they expect it with as much 
pleasure as the labourer does the evening, wlien he will 
be allowed to leave his work, and receive his wages. 

The servants of God know, that ail they can do will 
not deserve heaven ; they cannot demand heaven, as a 
labourer can demand the wages he has worked for. But 
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Jesus Cliristj who by bis death saved them from helh 
alsOj by liis life of obedience to all the law of God, ob- 
tained for them the happiness of heaven. Suppose that 
a friend had done a great deal for you ; shown yon so 
much kindness that you thought you could never do 
enough for him in return ; you would watch for every 
opportunity of doing whatever you could for him, and 
would be delighted if be would employ you in any way. 
You would never expect to be jpaid for what you did, 
when you were only showing how thankful 3 rou felt for 
what he had done for you before ; but your friend might 
he so very kind as to say, that he would still give you 
something more as a reward for your services. Now, 
this will help you to understand how it is tliat God’s 
servants expect heaven. They expect it entirely on 
account of what Christ has done ; but they are diligent 
in serving God, because they are so thankful to him for 
giving his Son to die for them, that they think they can 
never do enough to show their love to him. And God, 
their gracious Master, has promised that every good 
work, which is thus done for love and thankfulness, 
shall be rewarded at last. 

You remember, that there are some mentioned in tlie 
parable, who remained idle all the day. But those wlio 
do not begin to serve God in their youth, are worse 
than idle ,* they are busily serving Satan. He is a cruel, 
hard-hearted master. If you will read the account that 
is given of the way that the Egyptians used the Israel- 
ites, Exod. i. 11, 13, 14 : v. ; you will see treatment 
something like that which Satan gives to his servants. 

There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. The 
way of transgressors is hard: destruction and misery 
are in their ways, and the way of peace have they not 
known,” Isa. Mi 21; Prov. xiii. 15; Rom. iii 16,17. 
These are the descriptions which the Bible gives of 
Satan’s service. Instead of having any reward, to 
which they can look forward with pleasure, his ser- 
vants know that the wages of sin is death tliat is, 
not only the death of the body, but the everlasting 
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misery of tlie soul. If they serve Satan all their lives, 
they must expect to dwell with him for ever. 

It is true, that the householder went out several times 
through the day to hire labourers, and once even so 
late as five in the afternoon. This is to teach us, that 
as long as people remain in this world, it is never too 
late for them to begin to serve God. He is willing to 
receive even those aged people who have spent all their 
strength in doing Satan’s work, and who are no longer 
able to do any thing. But there are very few persons 
who do thus return to God in old age. It is very kind 
of him to invite them ; but this is no reason why you 
should delay, and refuse to become liis servants now. 
If you feel unwilliug to serve him while you are young, 
you will be still less likely to desire it if you live to be 
old : and remember, you will not be able to say, like 
the labourers who were standing idle, “ No man hath 
hired us for you have been often invited to enter the 
service of God : and now, once more, I would say to 
you, O taste and see that the Lord is good ; blessed 
are ail they that trust in him,” 
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THE PARABLE OF THE HOUSEHOLDER 
WHO PLANTED A VINEYARD. 

MATTHEW SXI. 33 — 46. 

‘‘There was a certain boiiseliolder wbicli planted a 
vineyard;" that is, lie formed a garden, and planted 
vines in it. He hedged it round about, and digged a 
wine-press in it.” The wine-press was a place made 
for the grapes to be put into when they were ripe,^ and 
where they were trampled, in order to squeeze the juice 
out of them; for it is of the Juice that wine is made. 
The ‘‘tower ” which the householder built was for the 
husbandmen to live in ; or, if they did not live in it, one 
or more of them probably remained m it during the 
ni,o-ht, in order to watch the vineyard.^ The householder 
“ fet it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country. 

“ And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent 
his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive 
the fruits of it.” The vineyard was the property ot 
the householder ; he had only let it out to husbandinen, 
that thev might cultivate and take care oi it. Cer- 
tainly, he had a good right to the fruits which grew m 
it ; but instead of sending these things to him, the nns- 
bandmen beat, stoned, and killed the servants whom lie 
sent to receive them. , /.r 

It appears that he had only one son, and he, at Jengtn, 
sent him to the husbandmen. But the husbandmen 
“said among themselves, This is the heir; ^ they con- 
sidered that the vineyard would be his at his tatiier s 
death. They, therefore, “ caught him, and cast mm 
out of the vineyard, and slew him thinking that then 
thev should enjoy the vineyard as their own. ^ 

file vineyard ‘is intended to mean the nation ot the 
Jews. God had chosen them of all the nations of the 
earth, to be his own people. He had planted, or placed 
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tliem, ill tlielaiid of Canaan, He had given them his 
own word; a temple where his worship was to be con- 
tinually carried on ; and had promised to protect and 
Hess them at all timeSj while they continued obedient 
to liiin. God had done all this, on pinpose that they 
naiglit be fruitful in good works ; that is, diligent in at- 
tending to every duty that he had commanded. The 
priests and rulers of the Jews were like the husband- 
men ; it was their business to watch overall the people, 
and particularly to see that they obeyed and worship- 
ped God. He had especially appointed them to main- 
tain his own worship, and to punish and prevent tlie 
worshipping of idols. When God at first brought the 
people of tlie Jews out of Egypt, and brought them 
into the land of Canaan, he wrought many great 
wonders among them. He divided the Red Sea, so 
tliat they walked across as on dry ground, Exod. xiv. 
15 — Si. He went continually before them, by day in a 
pillar of cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire, Psa. 
ixxviii. 14. When he gave them his law on Mount 
Sinai, he came down with thunders, and lightnings, 
and the sound of a trumpet, Exod. xix. 16 — 20. When 
the people came to the river Jordan, which they must 
cross before they could enter Canaan, God again di- 
vided the waters before them: see Josh. hi. 14 — 17, 
And many other wonders he performed for them : see 
Josh. vi. r X. 12 — 14, etc. Eut as the householder 
went into a far country, so, after the Jews were settled 
in Canaan, God no longer saw it necessary to give 
them those more remarkable displays of his power, and 
proofs of his presence. And they soon ** forgot his 
works, and his wonders that he had showed them.” 
The people, in general, were continually falling into the 
worship of idols, and too many of their kings and 
priests, instead of trying to prevent this, encouraged 
them in it, and set them the example. The wmi-d of 
God was neglected, his law was not obeyed; and, at 
length, there were very few in the land who had any 
true religion. Those who should have acted as the 
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liiisbaiidmen of God’s vineyard, studiod only to please 
themselves ; and used the power and riches which were 
committed to them for tlieir own evil purposes. 

God sent many of lus servants to them, to call upon 
them to bring forth the fruits that he demanded. These 
holy men were called prophets ; they told them of tliat 
Saviour who was to come, and of the happiness they 
w'ould enjoy, if they would only serve God. They also 
reminded them how much lie had done for them al- 
ready, and that all they had belonged to him. But, 
instead of attending to the prophets, who spoke to them 
as the servants of God, or repenting of their wicked- 
ness, they used many of them as the husbandmen did 
the servants of the householder. And the great men 
of tlm land were generally foremost in suclii conduct. 

At length God liad sent his only-begotten and well- 
beloved Son, to tell them more plainly than ever what 
was Ids will ; to warn them of the judgments that 
should come upon them, if the}^ continued to rebtd ; 
and to declare his mercy and readiness to forgive all 
who should repent and turn to him. But the Jews, 
and their rulers in particular, treated him even worse 
than the prophets who had come befoi’o him. Tliey 
paid no regard to his warnings and instructions ; and, 
at last, they sent men to seize on him, drove him out 
of the city of Jerusalem, and nailed him to the cross, 
There were indeed some persons, called his disciples, 
who loved him, and believed his words ; but these were 
very few in number. It was to some of the priests and 
rulers that Jesus spoke this parable. He knew that 
they were contriving how they might put him to 
death, and tliat, in a very short time after, they w'ould 
do so. " ■ . . 

He asked them what they thought the Lord of the 
%dneyard would do to the wicked husbandmen. Tiiey 
say unto him, he will miserably destroy those wicked 
men, and wdll let out his vineyard to other husbandmen, 
which shall render liim the fruits in their seasons.” The 
priests and rulers could see at once that it was foolish, 
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as well as wicked, for tlie husbandmen to act as they 
did ; it was certainly very absurd in. them to expect 
that they should be allowed to keep the vineyard, after 
having killed their lord’s only son. But though they 
answered so readily to the Saviour’s question about the 
householder, they did not see that they themselves 
were acting quite as foolishly as the husbandmen had 
done. 

I'iie Saviour added, ‘‘ Therefore say I unto you, Tlie 
kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to 
a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof,” “ The king- 
dom of God” here means, the word and the worship of 
God, his favour and presence, and all the means of re- 
ligious instriiction which the Jews had enjoyed. And 
very soon after they had put the Saviour to death, all 
these were taken from them. Jerusalem and the temple 
were destroyed, and the Jews were scattered all over 
the world, without any to instruct them. The word of 
God was carried, by good men, to those countries where 
it had not before been known. And in all those coun- 
tries, there were multitudes who gladly listened to it, 
and brought forth fruit to God, hy doing his will. 

Now, my youthful readers, I dare say you think that 
the Jews, with their rulers, acted very foolishly, and that 
God punished them no more than they deserved. But 
let me remind 5roii, that you have even more and greater 
advantages than they had ; and, if you do not render the 
fruits in their season, God can as easily take away your 
opportunities of religious instruction as he did theirs. 
You may become sick or lame, and unable to go out of 
the house. Your pious parents or teachers may be 
removed by death, and you may be left with no one to 
care for your souls. Or, you may remove to some dis- 
tant place, where you will hear nothing about the way 
of salvation. Perhaps you are accustomed to trifle with 
instruction, or to think, ‘‘ What a weariness is it !” But 
would you trifle, if you were sure that you were hearing 
the last sermon you should ever hear ? if you knew 
that your affectionate parents were addressing you for 
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the last time? Yet you can never be sure that such is 
not the case. Nay, even now, while you are reading 
tliis little book, it may be the last time that your atten- 
tion shall ever be called to Divine things. 

You have heard of the poor heathen children, who 
are taught to kneel down and pray to stocks and stones, 
and to do a great many other wicked things. But you 
have also heard, that some good men have gone to tel! 
them, and their parents too, about the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent,” Some of the 
heathen have learned to love that Saviour, who has been 
so often made known to you, but whom they never 
heard of till latety. And even where the parents have 
continued to worship idols, some of their children have 
refused to do so any more : and they have persevered 
in refusing, though their parents have been so angry 
with them on this account, as to threaten that they 
would turn them out of doors. Now, if you do not 
make so good an improvement of your many advan- 
tages as the little Indians or Africans make of the 
little instruction thejy have received, when they must 
expect to suffer a great deal for doing what is right ; 
I say, if this should be the case, you could not be sur- 
prised though God were provoked to deprive you of 
Bibles, and ministers, and teachers altogether, and 
leave you to remain in the broad road which leadeth 
to destruction. 

The Saviour once told some of the Jews, that they 
should see many coining “ from the east, and from the 
west, and from thei north, and from the south,” and 
sitting down in the Kingdom of God, while they tliem- 
seives should be “ thrust out,” Luke xiii 28, 29 : and 
the same may he said to you, if you still refuse to ren- 
der unto God the fruits that he demands of you.* Tiie 
Saviour once wept over Jerusalem, and said, “If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace ! but now they are 
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hid from thine eyes.” And be assured, that, however 
little you think of him, he looks witli grief and pity on 
you, while you disregard your own present and ever- 
lasting happiness. You think that those were hard- 
hearted men, who caught him, and cast him out, and 
slew him but you are not less hard-hearted than they, 
while you keep him out of your hearts ; and neglect 
that Saviour who endured so much suffering at their 
iiands. 
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preach in all parts of the country, about the happiness 
which all might enjoy by coming to him. And after 
lie had gone back to heaven, the twelve apostles, and 
others, preached frequently in Jerusalem, earnestly 
inviting all who heard them to accept of that salvation 
which the Saviour had provided. There w^ere many 
persons w'lio did accept it ; but the far greater number 
of the Jews were like those whom the king sent to 
call ; they not only still refused to come, but some 
treated the messengers of Christ very ill. They had 
put him to death, and they showed how much tliey 
continued to hate him, by their conduct towards his 
servants. They put Peter and John in prison, Acts iv. 
1 — 22 ; at another time, they did the same to the whole 
of the apostles, and even threatened to kill them, v. 
17 — 40. Soon after, they stoned Stephen to death, vii. 
54 — 60 ; and, if you read other parts of the Acts of tlie 
Apostles, you will find several accounts of ill-treatment 
given by the Jews to the servants of Christ, who invited 
sinners to the gospel-feast. 

These good men bore all their sufferings without 
being angry, or returning evil for evil ; indeed, Stephen 
prayed for his murderers. But God was displeased witli 
those, who not only refused the mercy that he promised 
them, but showed cruelty to the men who were sent to 
tell them of it. He had patience with them for a 
time; but as they did not repent, he, at length, brought 
judgment upon them in a very dreadful manner. It is 
said, in the parable, that the king ^‘was wroth, and he 
sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, 
and burned up their city.” This represents the way in 
which God punished the Jews, for putting the Saviour 
and many of his messengers to death. There w^as a 
people called the Romans, who lived in a countiy fiir 
distant from Canaan, and they sent an army to fight 
against J erusalem. J erusalem was the greatest ci ty in 
the land of Canaan, and being the place where the 
Saviour had been cnicified, and where many of his 
servants had been injured, it suffered the most from the 
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promise, that he shall never want any thing that is good 
for iiim, while lie lives ; and that, when lie dies, he shall 
go to his Father’s house in heaven, to stay there for 
ever. And lest any of my readers should be at a loss 
to know what is meant by coming to the gospehfeast, 
I would just add, that it means the same thing as be- 
lieving tile gospel. If you believe that the gospel is 
true, you will earnestly desire to have the blessings 
which it makes known ; you will immediately ask them 
from God, and thus you will obtain them, you will en- 
joy the feast. 

Now, tny dear children, you should be very thankful 
that ever God sent the gospel to tlie Gentiles. Tiiis 
country, where we live, is many hundreds of miles from 
that in which the gospel was first preached to the Jews. 
At the time Jerusalem was destroyed, our forefatiiers 
in this land were as ignorant of the true God, and were 
as foolish in worshipping false gods, as any of the hea- 
then whom you sometimes hear of. And you ouglit to 
bless God, not only for sending his servants to Britain, 
at first, but for allowing them still to continue, to invite 
sinners to the feast. 

You, perhaps, wonder how any one would refuse an 
invitation from a king ; but if you are still careless about 
the salvation of your souls, you are refusing the invita- 
tion of God. And the reason is, that you feel no desire 
for those blessings which he offers to you. When you 
are not hungry, you do not wish for bread ; and if you 
were sick, and had quite lost your appetite, you would 
have no pleasure in eating even the dainties of ta feast. 
God offers you the pardon of all your sins ; but you think 
that you have never done much harm ; you are not 
afraid of being punished, and so you do not care about 
being pardoned. God offers to take you into his favour, 
and to treat you as if you bad never offended him ; but 
you do not love him, and it does not make you unhappy 
to know that he is angry with you. He offers to make 
you his own children, to make you fit for heaven, and 
to take you there when you die ; but you tliiiik that you 
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THE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING- 
GARMENT. 

MATTHEW XXir. 10 — 14 . 

The king’s servants did as lie commanded them, They 
went out into the highways, and gathered together all, 
as many as they found, both bad and good.” And 
after all the guests had been brought to the wedding, 
the king came in to see them. 

In the country where the Jews lived, it was the cus- 
tom at a wedding, not only to make a feast for those 
who ivere invited, hut also to provide a dress for every 
one to wear. And if any person refused to put on the 
dress provided, it was reckoned an affront to the master 
of the house. The king saw one man among the guests 
who had not put it on, and he asked him why he had 
not done so. The man Avas speechless, that is, he had 
no good reason to give for acting* as lie had done. The 
king said to his servants, “ Bind him hand and foot, 
and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness.” 

if we consider who they were that were gathered to- 
gether to this feast, we shall see that they all needed 
Avedding-garments.'- -They were people ' brought in from. 
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tlie liigliways. Perhaps many of them were travellers, 
whose clothes were covered with dust, or even worn with 
the length of their journey. Others might be beggars, 
covered with rags ; and some were, most likely, persons 
engagediii their ordinary business, clothed in their work- 
ing dress. None of these could be fit to sit down and 
feast with a king, dressed as they were and there was. no 
time for any one to go home and change his dress. 

All this is to teach us, that we are not naturally in a 
fit state to appear before God. He is not only infinitely 
great and glorious, while we ai'e poor and feeble crea- 
tures, but he is perfectly holy. “ He is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, and cannot look upon sin that is, 
the sight of sin is disgusting and abominable to him ; 
just as the sight of a dirty, filthy beggar would be to a 
king. Our souls are sinful, they love sin, and are full 
of it ; and in order to show us how hateful to God sin- 
ners all are, they are often compared in the Bible to 
a person covered with sores ; to one who is naked, or 
who is clothed with filthy garments, Isa. i. 5, 6 ; Ixiv. 
6 ; Zech. hi. 3, 4 ; Rev. hi. 17. As wedding-garments 
were provided for those who came to the king’s feast, so 
God has provided something to cover our naked, diseased 
souls, that he may he able to look on them without dislike : 
see Isa. Ixi. 10 ; Zech. hi. 3 — 5 ; Rev. hi. 18 ; xix. 8. 

Now, my youthful readers, what do you think this 
garment is which God has provided to cover our souls? 
It is the righteousness of the Lord J esus Christ, by which 
they hecome holy. He shed liis blood, in order that our 
souls might be washed from the filth of sin; that is, he 
suffered the punishment of sin instead of us ; so that if 
we believe in him, God will not punish us. But some- 
thing more was necessary before God could look at us 
with approbation. You know what it means for a man 
to be condemned to be executed; and you have heard 
that sometimes, after a person is thus condemned, the 
king pardons his crime, and says that he is not to suffer 
execution. But though the man is not punished for his 
crime, yet neither the king nor any one else can think 
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iliat lie Is a good man. His character is lost; e¥ery 
person will remember that he once broke the law of the 
land ; and no one will trust him, or like to have any- 
thing to do with him. Still less would it be likely that 
the king should make him a great man, and take him 
to live in his palace. Now, this will help you to under- 
stand why it is, that we need the righteousness of Clirist, 
as well as his sacrifice on the cross. It never would 
have made us happy to be only forgiven, and saved 
from going to hell, if God had still continued to be dis- 
satisfied with us. The Bible says, that in Iris favour is 
life and though many people are careless about his 
favour, yet it is impossible for any one to be truly happy 
without it. And how could we expect the honour of 
being called his children, and taken to his house above, 
when we have never done any thing that is good ? The 
man of whom we have spoken, who escaped being exe- 
cuted, might hope, by his future good conduct, to gain a 
character, and to deserve respect. And so some people 
fancy, that if they do some good works, and become 
very attentive to religious duties, they will deserve to 
go to heaven. But such persons forget what the Bible 
says, that if one should “ keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, lie is guilty of all,’’ James ii. 10. 
Nothing but perfect and constant obedience to God’s 
law can merit heaven. They forget that to obey God’s 
law, they must love him with all their hearts ; and that 
he can see ■when they sin against him even in tlieir 
thoughts. It is both foolish and wicked for any to try 
to recommend themselves to God by their own good 
works, for he has said, that it is impossible for them to 
do so, Rom. iii. 20; Gal. ii. 16. 

You see then, my dear children, that we have no 
righteousness of our own, and that unless we are made 
righteous, we cannot be pleasing to God, or go to heaven. 
But you have been told, that the righteousness of Christ 
is that wedding-garment which God has provided to 
cover our naked souls. The meaning of this is, that if 
we believe what God says about Jesus Christ, and trust 
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ill liim as our only Saviour, then all his obedieiiee to his 
Father’s law will be reckoned to us, the same as if it 
were our own. Because God is satisfied with the sinless 
and .perfect righteousness of "his- Son, he will look upon 
us ivitli favour, the same as if we had done it all our- 
selves. But, let me tell you one thing, which you must 
never forget, that it is still your duty to try to please 
God in every thing, and to obey all his commandments 
as much as you can. If you hope to he made rigliteoiig 
before him, only by the righteousness of Christ, you will 
never think of deserving any good thing by what you 
can do yourselves ; but, at the same time, you will love 
God so much, that it will be your delight to do his will. 

The great lesson which this parable is designed to 
teach, is — That there are some people wlio call them- 
selves Christians, and who are thought to he Christians 
by others in this world, who will be found, in the day of 
judgment, to have been only hypocrites. It is not said, 
that any of the other guests noticed the man who was 
without the wedding-garment ; ' and so it is possible for 
you to make your feliow^-creatures think that you are 
very good, when you are not really so : they cannot see 
your hearts, and you may behave so well when you are 
in their presence, that you may quite deceive them. 
But as soon as the king came in, he saw the man im- 
mediately. And so at the day of judgment, Jesus Christ 
the Judge wull know at once who have been made righ- 
teous, and who have only pretended to be so. You 
remember, that the man mentioned in the parable had 
never sat down to the feast : and so, if you should only 
appear good outwardly, while you do not seek to have 
your souls made clean, and covered with the robe of 
the Savioiir^s righteousness, you wulhriever taste the 
happiness of true religion. You will never enjoy the 
pleasure of calling God your Father, and knowing*^ that 
he liaS' forgiven you all your 'sins. Though others may 
praise you, you will know in your own mind, that you 
are not pleasing to God; and when death comes near, 
how will you tremble to think of standing in his presence ! 

K ' 2 ■■ 
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Do you not think, that the man would be very mucli 
ashamed, when the king spoke to him, before all the 
rest of tlie people, and asked him why he had not on the 
wedding-garment? And, oh, how ashamed will you 
be, if you are found without it at last, \vhen the liidge 
shall speak to you before the whole world; when he 
shall tell all the secret sins that you have committed, in 
the presence of God, and angels, and men ! The man 
<^ould give no good reason for acting as he had done, 
and neither will you have any excuse to make at last. 
You cannot say that you did not know you needed to 
be made righteous ; for you have been told that again 
and again. You cannot say that you never heard of 
the righteousness of Christ ; for you have been often 
told of that too. As the king commanded his ser- 
vants to bind the man hand and foot, and take him 
away, and cast him into outer darkness,’' so the Judge 
will command his angels to bind you hand and foot, 
and cast you into the place, “ where there is weeping, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.” It will be impos- 
sible for you to escape ; there will be no place where 
you can hide. You must take up your abode for ever 
with the devil and his angels. 

But, my dear children, I cannot bear to think tliat 
any of you should be so miserable. The king has not 
yet come in to see the guests ; there is still time for 
you to put on the wedding-garment. And, oli, when 
you think that Jesus Christ spent his whole life in sor- 
row and suffering, in order to provide that garment for 
you, how can you continue to be careless about it? 
I have tried to explain it to you as plainly as 1 can ; 
but I know you may still find it difficult quite to under- 
stand it. But though I cannot teach you to know the 
meaning of all these things, God can do it. He has 
promised to give his Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him. The Divine Teacher never refuses to instruct 
the youngest or the slowest scholar that really desires 
to learn of him. He is able to make you wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.’ 
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THE PxlRABLE OP THE TEN VIRGINa 

MATTHEW XXY, 1— -IS. 

In tliat country where the Saviour -preacheclj there are 
many customs diflerent from any with which my young 
readers are acquainted. They have already"^ read 
something of wdiat was customary in that part of tlie 
world at a wedding: there ax'e several other things 
which I must tell them before they can understand this 
parable. It was always at night that the bridegroom 
went' to fetch home the bride : when be was accom- 
panied by bridemaids, generally ten in number at least : 
•who carried torches or lamps, 'i’he feast was prepared 
at the bridegroom’s house. 

The ten virginSj or young women, mentioned in this 
parable, were 'bridemaids; and they were sitting up, 
waiting till the bridegroom should call for them. It is 
said, that five of tliem were wise, and five of them were 
foolish. It was certainly very foolish heiiaviour to take 
lamps without oil. The five who were wise were more 
prudent ; they had oil in vessels, besides their lamps. 
They w^ere expected to be ready to go out and meet the 
bridegroonijlie moment he came near ; but it was late 
at iiigiit, and, being drowsy, they all fell asleep. At mid- 
night, they heard a cry tliat the bridegroom was coming. 
They all arose in haste, to get their 'lamps ready. The 
'foolish ,' virgins, found that tlieir 'lamps would not' bum 
for wa'nt of oil, and they, asked the . rest to give them 
some of theirs. But tliough the wise virgins had enough 
for themselves, they had none to spare, so they advised 
the others to go' and buy oil. In the meantime, the 
bridegroom caiiie; the wise virgins being all ready, 
joined liim at once, and too,k the places, appointed for 
them in the procession. The foolisli virgins being too 
late to do tins, came afterwards to the door of. biS' house. 


• Allud'ia*' to the exj,) of Weddirig-garmeiit, osi p. 144. 
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but it was already shut. They called to the bridegroom 
himself to admit them, as if confident that he would 
own their claim to be his guests. His only reply, how- 
ever, was, that he knew them not. 

These ten virgins mean persons who call themselves 
religious, and say that they are waiting till Christ shall 
come, to take them to heaven. I have told you already* 
that he is also called the Husband, or the Bridegroom 
of his people. You know that he is to come again at 
the last day to judge the world ; and ail those who have 
loved and served him on earth shall then go with him 
to his house, which is in heaven. But the bridegroom’s 
coming may also mean the time of our death ; because, 
if we are ready for death, we need not be afraid of judg- 
ment ; and if we are not ready at death, it will be impos- 
sible after it to do any thing to prepare ourselves. The 
virgins did not know exactly at what hour the bride- 
groom would come and want them ; and we know not 
when the hour of our death may be. But they knew for 
certain that he would come, and they ouglit not to luive 
fiillen asleep ; they should have been watching for the 
first sound of his coming, that they might go to meet 
him instantly. And since we know that we must die 
so??2e time, we ought to be always ready for death. 
We should never do, or think, or say any thing that we 
should not like to be doing, or thinking, or saying, when 
death comes to take us out of the world. 

But all are too apt to forget that they may very soon 
be called into eternity : you see that the wise virgins 
slept, as well as the foolish ones. Even real Christians 
are sometimes so taken up with the things of this world, 
that they are not inclined to think about death, if 
they have to work for their living, they may spend too 
much time and thought in providing for the body ; and 
they perhaps begin to think, that they have not so 
much leisure for prayer and reading the Bible, as they 
used to have. Or if they are rich, and have many kind 

* hi explaiuiu;? the Marriaye Feast, see p. i38. 
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frieadSj they are apt to be content witli their present 
enjoyments, and to fee! little desire of going immedi- ■ 

ateiy to heaven « It is very wrong of them to act in . ,i 

this ma'iiiier ; indeed they are more to blame in doing 
so, than if they had never known true religion at ail. , 

It was not at all wonderful that the foolish virgins 
should have slept. And so we cannot wonder if tliose 
who only call themselves Christians sh£>uld live as if 
they were never to die. It cannot he pleasant to them ? 

to think of death ; but they slioukl consider that it will 
come, whether they think of it or not. As they have no 
reason to expect happiness in the next world, it is natural 
for them to seek after every thing that they tliink can 
make them happy in tins. They wish others to tlrink 
well of them ; and for that reason they may go regu- 
larly to a place of worsliip, and appear to be very strict 
in the duties of religion. But they have no pleasure in 
such things ; they are much more concerned about pre- 
sent ease and carnal eiijoyments, than about liaving their 
souls ready to meet the lieaveiily Bridegroom. Surely 
they may well, be called foolish, wlie'u they are content 
to be considered as Cliristians by fellow-creatures, while 
unprepared to meet with Christ iiiniseltj who may come 
and detect them at any moment. ■ ‘';’ 

Aery was made at midnight that the bridegroom was 
corning; and when people- are taken very ill, and they 
find that notliiiig can do tl^em any good, it is a warn- 
ing to them tliat death -is very near, . There 'was no 
difference to be seen between the -wise and tlie f>ohsIi 
virgins while they all sliiriibered ■ and slept, but there 
was a great difference -when they a'woke. The wise 
soon lighted their lamps, arul went' to meet tlie bride- 
groom, but the foolish could not get tiieir lamps to b-urn 
for want of oil. So, in the same way, tliere -may be too 
little di-ffereiice seei'i, between true Ci-iristiaos and some 
others, in the time of health ; but they will- appear 
very different indeed when tliey are laid i,ipo’n a deatli* i 

bed. 

Those who have really believed in Christ, will be sorry 
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that they had been so much taken up with this worldj 
and so forgetful of the next j but they will confess their 
sin to Godj and pray that it may be forgiven for their 
Saviour’s sake. They know that he is an Almighty 
Saviour, and that his blood cleanseth from all sin ; and 
they will not be afraid to commit their souls into his 
hands. They will wonder and be ashamed that they 
shouid ever have preferred any pleasures or employ- 
ments to those of true religion ; and while they blame 
themselves for such conduct, and deeply repent of it, 
they will rejoice to think that in heaven they shall sin 
no more. They will long for the coming of the great 
Bridegroom, that they may go to dwell with him, where 
they shall see him as he is, and love him as they ought. 

But oh, how terrified must those be, at the thought 
that death is near, who ha%e never in their hearts loved 
Christ! The foolish virgins begged the rest to give 
them some of their oil ; and thus many foolish, ignorant 
people, when they are dying, beg tLat a minister or 
some other good person may come and pray with them. 
They fancy that, somehow or other, these prayers will 
do them good. But as the wise virgins liad no oil to 
spare, so it can be of no use to any to have the prayers 
of good people, if they do not pray for themselves. The 
wise advised the foolish virgins to go and buy oil, but 
this must have been difficult at such an hour; and 
before they could get any, it was too late : the bride- 
groom had shut the door. And though a minister or 
any other Christian friend may tell a dying person 
about the Saviour, and that, for Christ’s sake, God is 
willing to forgive his sins, even at the last hour ; yet 
he may he so ill that he can hardly listen to what is 
said ; or he may have read the Bible with so little alteii- 
tioii while he was well, that he scarcely knows what is 
meant. He has been accustomed to slumber and sletui, 
to banish serious thoughts, and avoid every thing that 
might have had a tendency to disturb or alarm him ; and 
now when convinced that death is really at hand, tlunjgh 
terror may induce him to attempt some kind of prcpara' 
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MATTHEW XXV. 14 — 30 . 

This paraWe tells of a ricli man who was going to travel 
into a distant country, to be absent for a long time. He 
did not wish his servants to be idle while he was away, 
so he gave some money to each of them, which they 
were to use for him. We are also told how each of the 
sen^ants used the different sums that he gave them ; 
how he called them to account after he came back ; 
and how he rewarded each of them. 

The man travelling into a far country is intended to 
represent the Lord Jesus Christ, who has left this world, 

; and gone into heaven. The talents given to the ser- 

vants are all the things which Jesus Christ has given to 
those who are his servants, which they can employ in 
' his service. 

Money is one talent which he has given to them ; and 
though they are to provide what is necessary for them- 
selves and their families, whatever money they can 
pare after doing that, ought to he spent in serving 
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Clii'ist. He does not, as you know, iieed it liirnself, 
but lie lias commanded them to help the. poor, especially 
such as love Mm. He considers every kindness shown 
■to' them the same as if done to himself.. It is also the 
' duty of his , servants to give money , to .buy ■ Bibles fo,r 
those. who have none, and who ..canno.t pay for them ; 
to help to support' those ministers'- who employ them- 
selves in preaching the gospel; and- to. assist in the ex- . i 

pense of missionaTies going to the heathen. In these 
ways, and in niaiiy others, money may be used in the 
service of Christ. 

Leisure time is another talent, which he has given to 
his servants. Many of them have to spend a great part 
of their time in working for theh bread; and even 
while they are doing that they are serving him, if tisey 
are diligent and industrious, because he has commanded 
them to he so. But whatever leisure they have, they ^ 

should especially try to use it in his service. They 
should take every proper opportunity of reading the 
Bible, praying to God, hearing his word, and thinking ■ 

about what they have read and heard. By his blessing, '• 

they will thus learn to love hi.m more and more, the}" 

■will become -more anxious to do his wall, and be made . '4 

fit to enter heaven. They should also try to instruct 

those who are ignorant of tlie way of salvation, and to 

talk to them of the love of Christ, that they may be led . ".I 

to love him too. 

It is impossible for me .to tell you all the different 
talents,^ which - Jesus .Christ’ has given, to his - servants ; 
but whatever, they have, that 'they can .in any way use .. 

to serve him, is a talent committed to them by him. ■ , --f 

;i!>, ,A,!id remeniher, that whatever any possesses, he , ';4 

has received from God, whether he is a servant of , 

Christ or not. None should think, that because they do 
not pretend to be his servants, therefore they may make 
What use they ■ please of the things they, have. It is 
still their duty to use the gifts,. of God for . .his glory, : ii 

Those who do not love the Saviour will never think of 
employing their all in his service. ; but ' their . not lovin g ;■ 
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him, instead of being an, excuse, only, maxes tliei,r^ sin 
greater. 

The servants in the parable did not all get the same 
sum of money, but every man according to his several 
ability and neither have all the servants of Clirist re- 
ceived the same number of talents, but each one has got 
what is most suitable for him. Thus, some have more 
money, or more leisure than others; some have a good 
memory, and a great deal of learn ing5%hile otliers know 
very little, and can hardly remember any thing that 
they liear. But as tlie servant that received two talents 
traded with them, as well as the one who had live, so 
none should think that his having less than some others 
is any excuse for neglecting to serve Christ, Perhaps 
children may think, that surely Christ lias not given 
them any talents. But have not you sometimes half- 
pence to spend, which you might give to the Missionary, 
Bible, or Tract Society, or to the poor ? I f you really 
love the Saviour, you would find far more pleasure in 
giving a penny for such purposes, than in buying toys 
or sweet things. And do you not spend a great deal of 
time in play, when you might he reading the Bible, 03? 
going to hear a week-day sermon ? I do not say that 
you should never play ; God does not desire that young 
people should give up innocent amusements, or that 
they should be always reading and praying. But I do 
say, that all your leisure hours should not be spent in 
play; and that you would be much more cheerful and 
happy than you are, if you spent some of them in serving 
Christ. You can read; now, is there no blind, nor 
aged, nor sick man or -woman you know, that would let 
you I’ead a chapter of the Bible, or a tract, to them 
sometimes? Perhaps these persons had not so much 
instriiction when they were young as you have: they 
may not know the way of salvation ; but they might 
learn it, if you were to read to them ; or, if they do 
know it already, it would be a great pleasure to them to 
hear the Bible read when they are not able to read it 
themselves. You see that even children have talents 
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committed to, them; and you may easily -find out others 
besides those that I have mentioned. 

After a longtime, the lord, of those servants cometh, 

' and reckoiietli with them.” This, is to teach us, that 
: Christ will come again to, call men to give an account of 
, the manner in which they have, used their talents. We 
read In the Bible of some people'., who , were so. foolish 
"and wicked as to say, because he is so long in coming, 
that he will never come at all. But, however long it 
may be till theiij he will certainly come, and those who 
have spoken in such a way will find themselves awfully 
mistaken. 

Eacli of the servants told their master what use they 
had made of the money he had given them ; and so, 
‘‘ every one of us must give account of himself to God.” 
i Those of them who had made a good use of it did not 

boast of what they had done. Tims the true servants 
f of Christ, wlio have faithfully employed all their talents 

in his service, will not be proud of their good works, or 
suppose tliat they have deserved any reward for them. 
Wliile they are in this world, they do not do what is 
right in order that men may praise them ; they ratlier 
: try to hide many of their good actions from others. 

But at the day of judgment, the Saviour will call upon 
them to tell all these things before the whole multitude 
of all the men that have ever lived ; and then those 
i who formerly ridiculed them wall be ashamed; v/hile 

they themselves will be unspeakably happy in being 
kindly approved' by tlie Judge. There was sin mixed 
wdth all they did on earth, even with their best services ; 
but tlieir sins will not be mentioned then, because they 
>. have been all forgiven for the Saviour’s sake. The master 

said, ‘“Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast 
'b.eeii faithful over a few things, I will make .thee ruler 
over many things : .enter thou into the j oy of thy Lord. ” 
If you read fro.m the 34th verse to the 40th of the chap- 
ter which contains this parable, you will see what the 
Judge will say .at last, to his faithful' servants, 

, The servant who had but one talent came and said, 
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Lord, I knew thee that, thou art an liard^ man, reap- 
ing where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou 
hast not strawed; and I was afraid, and went and hid 
thy talent' in the earth.” There are few persons so 
bold as to say that God is a hard master, who requires 
more than they can perform ; but many think so in 
their hearts. All men naturally . hate him, and dislike 
to submit to him, Rom.- viii. 7. And at the day of 
judgment, all their wicked and foolish tlioughts -of God 
will be exposed before angels and men. They may 
satisfy themselves now with thinking that their faults 
are hid from others, hut how ashamed will they be then ! 
Dan. xii. 2. 

The lord of that idle servant did not excuse him be- 
cause he had such thoughts ; he showed, that even if 
he had been as hard a master as the servant imagined, 
that should only have made him the more anxious to 
do at least what he could to please him. And those 
will be found without excuse at last, who have refused 
to use their talents in the service of Christ. They will 
be obliged to own that they deserve that awful punish- 
ment which shall come upon them. They will be de- 
prived of all that they once possessed* while more and 
more honour and happiness will be given to the faith- 
ful servants. Those who diligently serve Christ with 
the little that they have, may expect that he will, in 
due time, give them more ; indeed, the longer they 
serve him, the more they will love him, and tlie more 
they will l3e able to do for bim. But such as seek only 
to please themselves, and are too slothful to serve him, 
will sooner or later lose alb the talents they now enjoy : 
this sometimes happens even in this world ; but if not, 
it certainly will be the case at tbe day of judgment. 
The ‘ ‘ unprofitable ser%mnt ” was to be cast into outer 
darkness, where shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” See Matt, xxv, 41— 46. 

There are two things which children should particu- 
larly remember in this parable. The first is, that the 
servant who had -only one talent, had to give an account 
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of it, as wejl as tliose men wlio liad -more.. And if cliil- 
dreri have fewer, or smaller talents than others, still 
they will have to give an account- of themselves to 
God, as well as older people. They ■ will have to tell 
what improveinent they made of .'every sermon they 
heard, every lesson they learned, and every hour 
that they .were allowed to spend as they pleased. The 

d.eQ.dy.s7naU and great,” shall stand to be judged, Rev. 
XX. 12 :. ■ 

The second thing which I wish children to remem- 
ber is, that the servant who was cast into outer dark- 
ness, had not wasted or stolen his master’s money ; he 
liad only allowed it to lie unemployed. And so, it will 
not be enough for children to say, that they did not 
tear or destroy their hooks, that they never spent their 
leisure hours in working mischief, or laughed and 
talked while they were hearing the addresses of their 
teacher. If they have not done so, they will not be 
punished for it ; but they will still deserve punishment, 
if they have not improved the things I have named, as 
they might have done. Let them at once confess their 
past neglects ; and while they earnestly seek forgive- 
ness through the blood of Christ, let them implore also 
Ids grace to use aright all those talents which they may 
receive. 
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.,./Vm PARABLE OE.THE VINE AND 
THE BRANCHES. 

JOHNXY. 1 11. 

PART I. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ was upon earth, there 
were a few persons who so much delighted in hearing 
his instructions, that they were called his disciples, or 
scholars; and they followed him wherever he went. 
Though they were often slow to learn his lessons, yet 
they dearly loved their Master, and he at all times 
showed a tender affection for them. Pie well knew 
what sufferings he had to endure, and more than once 
he told his disciples of this ; but he does not appear to 
have mentioned to them the time when he should suffer 
till it drew very near, Matt. xvii. 22, 23; xx. 17 — 19; 
xxvi. 2, 45. On the night before he was crucified, 
knowing that he had but a very short time to remain 
with them, he spoke to them of Ins death more freely 
and plainly than before. Sorrow filled their hearts, to 
think that they should so soon lose him; and he 
showed all the tenderness of his love to them in what 
he said to comfort them. The verses which we now 
wish to explain are a part of Ms last discourse to liis 
disciples; and nothing could have been more cheering 
to their minds than what these verses contain. When 
people are heavily afflicted, they are often so oppressed 
with their own trouble, that they feel no inclination to 
speak even to those who love them most. But here 
we see Jesus in the immediate prospect of distress 
more dreadful than we can imagine, yet seeming to 
forget ail his own sorrows in his anxiety to relieve the 
sorrows of his friends. 

Some of my readers may never have seen a vine. 
They liave heard of it, however, as the tree on which 
grapes grow; in the land of Judea, vines were very 
common. When Moses sent twelve men out of the 
wilderness, to search the land of Canaan, and to bring* 
some of the fruit that grew in it> they brought back 
with them a large bunch of grapes. Numb. xiii. 1— 25. 
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Some people .suppose that Jesus took occasion to speak 
of the vine, from the juice of tlie vine, which he and 
his disciples had been drinking, and which might still 
be on the table, Matt. xxvi. 27 — 29. Others think 
that he spoke these words on his way to the. Mount of 
Olives, because he liad just before said, Arise, let us 
go hence,'* John xiv. 31. If this were the case, he 
mig’lit point to vines growing near his path. . 

In this parable the Saviour seems chiefly to intend 
to teach us, that all his people are closely joined or 
united to himself ; and also to explain what is meant 
by their being thus joined. The same thing is men- 
tioned in other parts of the New Testament; and 
various figures are used in order to explain it. Thus 
Christ is spoken of as the Head of the body, and his 
people are descxdbed as the members or limbs of that 
bod}^, 1 Cor. xii. 27; Col. i. 18. He is represented 
as the Bridegroom or Husband of his church;, and the 
church is called ins bride, or his wife, Matt. ix. 15; 
2 Cor. xL 2 ; Rev. xix, 7. In this place he begins by 
saying, “I am the True Vine.” Good works are 
often called, in the Bible, by the name of good triiit ; 
and grapes are particularly mentioned when God 
speaks of his church, and of that obedience to his will 
which he expected Irom it, Matt. iii. 8, 10 ; Isa. v. 1 — 7. 
But grapes could not possibly grow without a vine 
being planted, and growing up to have a trunk, or 
ste,iTL So, wlien Christ says, , I am the True Yine,’^ 
he means, that as men are naturally sinful, and love 
to do evil, they can never do .any really good works, 
m]iles.s he enables them.. He is the only Mediator 
between God and men,” 1 Tim. ii. 6,' He alone can 
remove God's anger from sinners, so that God can be 
pleased with any thing they do; and he alone can 
remove the dislike which sinners - have to, God, , and 
inciine them to do ills will from the heart. ■ To accom- 
plish all this he came into the world, obeyed the law 
of God, and saffered death upon the cross., xlnd, it, is' 
only when sinners believe the account of this given in 
tile' Bible, that they begin in earnest to serve God, 
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Jesus atidsj and my Father is the Hushandmaii.” 

God sent not his Son into the world to coridemii 
tlie world ; but that the world through him might be 
savedj’’ John iii. 17. He delights to receive repent- 
ing sinners into his favour,, and rejoices when they are 
brought to seek it. And those whom Christ has re- 
conciled to him he calls his own, John xiii, 1. He 
values them highly, even as a precious treasure, 
Mai. iii. 17, and continually provides whatever is need- 
ful for their improvement; just as a husbandman or 
gardener is concerned that his trees should be fruitful, 
and takes care to do all that can make them more so. 

Though none but believers in Jesus can liave any 
pleasure in the service of God, yet some people wish 
to he thought his servants, while they are not. Tliey 
either fancy that they may thus deceive tlie Judge of 
all ; or else that their fellow creatures will think better 
of them, because they profess to be Christians. But 
whatever people may say, we have no reason to believe 
that they are Christians unless they do what is right. 
The Saviour says in another place, “ By their fruits ye 
shall know them,” Matt. vii. 16 — 20. Now, such per^ 
sons as we have been describing shall not long continue 
among the people of Christ; for he says, verse 2, 
‘•‘Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketli 
away.” They ought to be separated from the church 
of Christ on earth ; for their example must be hurtful, 
and their presence disagreeable to those who truly love 
Christ. But, certainly, on the last day, their real cha- 
racters will be made known, and they will be for ever 
‘•taken away” from among the fruitful branches. Read 
Matt. vii. 21. 

Those who are really joined to the True Vine, show 
that this is the case by the good fruits which are seen 
in their conduct. Their great desire is to please God 
in all things, and to make known how much they love 
him, by doing whatever he commands. Thus children, 
who have been joined to Christ, are dutiful to their 
parents, kind to their brothers and sisters, and attentive 
to their teachers. Love to God makes tliem delight in 
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worshipping Mm ; and they are . ready to say, when tlie 
sabbath conies round, ‘ ■ This is the day wliich the Lord 
hath made ; we will rejoice and be glad in it,” Fsa. 
cxviii. 24. I have said before, that it is only when tlie 
gospel is believed that sinners begin to serve God; in 
other words, it is iaith which joins a sinner to Christ, 
the True Vine. And faith is not' a hard word, wliich 
little clviidren cannot understand. You believe your 
mother, if she promises to have your dinner ready when 
you come home from school ; you believe your fatlier, 
when lie promises to take you out to walk with him the 
first time you have a holiday : this is having faith in 
your earthly parents. Well, if you believe the v;ord 
of God when it says, When we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly, 
Eom. V. 6 ; “ Even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come,” 1 Thess. i. 1 0 ; “ And this is the record 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
ill his Son,” 1 John v. 11;* then this is having fiith 
in your heavenly Father, and in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This faith will join you to Christ ; it will make you 
feel that you are concerned in all that he did, and said, 
and suffered on earth, and in all that he is now doing 
in heaven. Faith will lead you to depend, fearlessly 
and entirely, on him, to save you from sin, and from 
all its consequences. And thus believing. that he will 
make you safe and happy for ever, ■ you will love him 
with all yo.ur heart especially when you re.flect how 
much lie suffered to obtain' eternal happiness- for .you. 
.He delights to see a little child committing its -.'.soul into 
his hands, and loving Mm .as- its best friend, Frov. viii. 
17- T.he love and regard which he feels for such- a 
child is like that which we feel for all the parts of our' 
own body, Eph. v. 29, 30. He. never forgets tlicr 
youngest or weakest believers, for a moment :. he is .ever 
carehil to keep them safe from danger; whatever pain 

* M oiui of my ruadevs will aupposo, that I mean they should believe 
partacuhu- passages of Sciipture, in ilistiiictiatt from the rest. 
Every part of the Bi’!)le declares tlm very same truths coueerning 
riivist, and it is impossihle to heiieve auy one portion of it, without 
believing tlie whole. 
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they may feel, he feels it as if he suffered it himselfp 
Matt. XXV. 42 — 45; Acts ix. 1—5; and he will be 
strengtliening them to bear the fruits of righteousness, 
just as the branches of a tree are kept green and fruit- 
ful, by the juice or sap that comes from the root. Thus, 
my dear children, I have endeavoured to show you 
what faith is, and how it joins the soul to Christ ; but 
ever remember, tliat your sinful hearts are unwilling 
to believe what God says. His Holy Spirit alone can 
remove this unwillingness, and show you the glory 
and beauty of Christ, “ Faith is the gift of God,” Eph. 
ii. 8. May he, of his abundant mercy, bestow this 
precious gift on every child who reads this ! 

Even those who are joined to Christ, and who show 
this by their good fruits, are yet not so fruitful as they 
wish to be. They are never satisfied with themselves, 
as if they had done enough. And God, the heavenly 
Husbandman, is still desiring them to increase and 
abound yet more in every good wmrd and work, 1 Cor. 
XV. 58 ; 2 Cor. ix. 10. Not that he needs their service ; 
but it is for their own advantage, that they should be 
“ filled with all the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God,” 
Phil. i. II. It is said, in verse 2, Every branch in 
me that bearctii fruit, he purgeth” (that is, cleanseth) 
“it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” A gardener 
removes every hurtful worm or fly, and all tlie useless 
leaves mid shoots from his trees. And God is con- 
tinually using means to remove the sin that remains in 
his people. Affliction is one means wdiich he often 
employs for this purpose, Isa. xxvii. 8, 9. A child 
might suppose that a gardener was hurting a tree by 
cutting it. And it may surprise you, that God sliouki 
afflict his people because he loves them. Pain and 
sorrow are certainly very distressing. “ No chasten- 
ing for the present seemeth to be joyous, hut grievous ; 
nevertheless afterward it yieideth the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness unto them which are exercised there- 
by,” Heb. xii. 11. Afifiliction, by itself, cannot yield 
this peaceable fruit: no one is ever any better for 
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merely suffering distress. But, .know tliafe all 
tilings work together for good to them that love God/’’ 
Eom. viii, 28. The Holy Spirit is particularly pro- 
mised to be witli them in the time of trial. A.iid the 
people of God have always found affliction blessed to 
do them good, Psa. cxix. 67, 71. It leads them to see 
niore of the evil of sin, which is the cause of all trou-, 
ble ; : and more of the vanity of every thing on earth. 
And it also convinces them more than ever that Christ 
is precious ; that their only rest and their best enjoy- 
ment are in heaven ; and that their heavenh; Father 
is the God of all comfort, 2 Cor. i. 3 — 5. Thus tliey 
become more careful not to do wrong, and less anxious 
about the things of this world: they are made more 
eager to get home to their Father’s house; and 
yet, loving him better than ever, they become more 
active in serving him below. Affliction, too, is parti- 
cularly suited, when thus sanctified, for bringing to 
perfection many lovely dispositions, which are called 
in Scripture the ‘‘ fruits of the Spirit.” The apostle 
Paul, who had many afflictions, spoke of them thus : 

We glory in tribulations also ; knowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience ; and patience, experience ; and 
experience, hope,” Korn. v. 3, 4: see also Gal. v. 22, 
23 ; James i. 2 — 4. My dear young friend, has God 
afflicted you in early life ? Oh, turn to him that smitetli 
you ; out of the deepest distress cry unto him, and 
he will ■ be very gracious .iirito: .you at the voice of 
your cry.” .He will make the chastening to be for 
your profit, that you may' be a partaker of his holiness, 
Heb, xii. 10 ; and then you will know that ^‘it is good 
for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth,” Lam. 
iii27. 

After mentioning that the great Husbandman cleans 
the fruitful branches, the Saviour' says, ■ verse 3, “'Now 
ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you.” And on the same sorrowed evening, in 
praying for his disciples, he said, Sanctify them 
■through tliy truth ; thy word is. tmth.” Cleaning^ in 
chap. XV.' 3, and sanctifying^ in chap. xvii. 17, mean 
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tlie same thing; to sanctify is' to make holy. It is 
believing the words of Christ that first makes any one 
dislike sin and love holiness. And the reason why 
believers continue to read and hear his word is^ that 
they still, need to be sanctified more and more. NoWj 
there is a part' of one of the Psalms that makes this 
very interesting, to young . persons : ^^Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way ? by taking heed 
thereto according to thy word,” Psa. cxix. 9. To 
cleanse your way, must mean to keep from sinning 
against God; for sin is so offensive to him, that it is 
compared to filth of the most abominable kind, Psa. 
xiv. 3 ; Prov. xxx. 12, etc. And there are many other 
passages of Scripture which speak of the word of Ghxl 
as able to preserve from sin, Psa. xvii. 4 ; Acts xx. 32, 
etc. Oh tlieii, my dear cliildren, value your Bibles ; 
do not think it a task to read them, or to learn portions 
of them by heart. And while you are diligent in read- 
ing and learning, ever remember that the word of God 
will not sanctify you unless you believe it. Seek, then, 
to obtain ‘^precious faith,” like that which Chrisfs 
disciples bad ; see 2 Pet. i. 1. 

In verse 4, the Saviour says, Abide in me, and I 
in you,” He was about to return to heaven, where his 
disciples could not see him ; and the thoughts of this 
were very painful to them. But he assured them that 
he should still be united to them. His love to them 
would remain as great, and he would feel as much 
interested in every thing that concerned them, as he 
had been accustomed to do on earth. Many have 
since that time been disciples of his, though they could 
not see him. it is only by believing what the Bible 
says of him, that we can know anything of him here ; 
hut how delightful it is to think that, in his glory and 
happiness above, he does not forget the poorest of his 
followers below! Nay, so near is he to them at all 
times, that he is said to dwell in them, Eph. iii. 17 ; 1 
John iv. 13. So that he always knows wiiat isiieediiil 
for them, and is ever ready to supply it. And it Is 
their greatest happiness and only safety to abide in 
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liim; that is, to be continually trusting in him and 
thinking of him. They are called to tvalk -by faith; 
that is, to go on every day as long as they live, looking' 
to him. Now, perhaps 3 ^ou remember' a time 'wlimi 
your teacher, or your parents, spoke very affectionately 
to you on the danger you %vere in as a sinner, and on 
the love of Christ, and his willingness to save you. 
You thought very seriously of these things afterwards.; 
you were afraid of going to hell, and you could not 
help feeling that it was kind of Jesus to die for yonr 
salvation. You prayed that, for his sake, God would 
forgive your sins ; and then you felt happy, and 
thought you would try to sin no more. For a few 
days, perhaps, you did every thing right, and really 
found pleasure in religious exercises. But, by degrees, 
you gave over attending so diligently to duty; 3 'oii 
left off one good thing after another, and now you have 
no desire whatever to please God. Ah ! this is because 
you did not abide in Christ ; for he says liere, verse 
4, As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me.” If tliis be 3 "our case, then attend seriously to 
'wliat will afterwards be said on verse 6. 


PART II. 

Jn verse 5, the Savioiw again comforts liis disciples, b}*" 
saying, “ I .am the Vine, ye are the branches. ., He that 
abkletli in, me, and I in Mm, .the- .same bringetlr forth 
much fruit ;• for without me ye can do nothing.”' , Like 
the root of a tree hid in the 'gi-ound, he would soon be 
removed' from the' sight of men, and his people might, 
seem to be left like brandies ' scattered on the grouncl. 
But this should not be the case.' .They should still be 
Joined lo hiiii f and.he could and 'would enable- tlieni to 
bring forth much fruit, while they continued to believe 
his words. But it is not they only who have found this 
to.'bC: true. All his people, to the end of the world, sijall 
be made .faithful , in . the . same 'wa}’’. ■ Every -hour they 
need grace, that .is, help from him ; and ..every hour' they 
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most be .expecting and desiring it. They come bold.ly 
to the throne of grace, that they may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need, Heb. iv. 16. It is 
not meant that they are to be always on their knees, or 
speaking the words of prayer. They can pray in their 
hearts without speaking at all; and though their hands 
are busily employed, Christ is so perfectly acquainted 
with their thoughts, he knows that they are depending 
constantly on him. And as the sap tliat makes the 
branches green is always secretly flowing to them from 
the root ; so the grace which believers need is constantly 
supplied by Christ. He has promised that the Holy 
Spirit should remain with them, to remind them of him, 
and teach them to do his will, Jolm xvi. 13, 14. And 
he has left them an example that they should follow lus 
steps. They are to consider how he acted in fill the 
various occurrences of his life on earth. If they have 
an opportunity of instructing those who know notliing 
of God, they are to remember how Jesus laboured to 
teach the ignorant, how patiently lie bore with their 
dulness, and how kindly he always spoke to such as 
desired information. If they see persons in poverty or 
sickness, whom they could relieve, they are to recollect 
how he felt for the condition of those who were hungry, 
and how readily he healed the diseases of every sick 
person who applied to him. While they are thus made 
to abound in every good work, they are kept humble. If 
they trust for a moment to their good habits, or good 
resolutions, they fail; for “without Christ they can do 
nothing.” They certainly will become more and more 
fruitful, the longer they are joined to the True Vine : 
but this will just be because they feel more and more 
their own weakness, and trust more entirely in him. 

In verse 6, the Saviour describes the condition of those 
w^ho do not abide in him, A branch broken off from a 
vine is fit for nothing but to be burned ; for the wood of 
the vine is not so useful as most other kinds of timber, 
Ezek. XV. And those wdio leave the true vine shall at 
last be gathered together, and “ cast into the furnace of 
fire, where there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.’* 
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Let none tliink that they are safe, because they once felt 
pleasure in hearing of Christ, and seemed to do many 
good things. Many a branch is burned, that once was 
green and flourishing. Whatever appearance your con- 
duct might formerly have, if you are not now bearing 
the fruit of righteousness, there is not' the smallest rea- 
son to think that you ever were in Christ. The apostle 
Paul had long been a faithful branch in the True Vine; 
yet he put no confidence in his past conduct ; bis earnest 
desire was, that he might “ be found in Christ, not 
having his own righteousness, but that whicli is through 
the faith of Christ,” Phil. iii. 9. It is only those who 
endure unto the end who shall be saved, Matt, xxiv, 
13. And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees : therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire,” Matt, iii. 10. 

In verse 7, the Saviour makes a particular promise to 
those who do abide in him : Ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you.” They are permitted to 
make known all their wants and desires to God; he as- 
sures them that he hears their prayers, and that he will 
answer them, Phil. iv. 6 ; Isa. Ixv. 24. Prayer is not a 
task to them ; when they pray, they feel just as children 
do when they ask their mother for bread. They are 
always to remember that their Father in heaven knows 
best what is good for them ; and they ought to he care- 
ful not to ask any thing which he w'oiild disapprove. 
But they know that what is good the Lord will give ; and 
‘’ no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly.” How happy are those children who abide in 
Christ, and are thus permitted to ask all they want from 
God! They need not be afraid, even if their earthly 
parents die, or become unable to provide for them. 

‘‘ Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come,” 1 
Tim. Iv. 8. The Saviour had said at another time, “ Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in hea- 
ven,”: Matt. V. 16 ; 'and here, in verse 8,, he. says, 
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye beai^ much 

n ' ' 


170 


PAEABLE OF THE 


fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples. ’V . The enemies of 
Christ refused to' believe that he was , sent from God ; 
they despised his disciples, and perhaps expected that 
after their Master was dead, they would soon forget all 
his instructions. But, instead • of this, they became 
much more bold and active in doing his will, even when 
they were cruelly treated, Acts iv. 19, 20 ; v. 17— S2, 
They were always ready to confess that it was the grace 
of Christ which made them holy and usefiii as they 
were. And as they w'ere not ashamed or afraid to call 
themselves his disciples, so he would graciously consider 
them as such, and approve of them, whatever foolish 
men might say. 

The further we read in this beautiful discourse, the 
more must we be struck with the tenderness of the Sa- 
viour’s affection to his disciples, and his anxiety to assure 
them that it should continue to be the same after he had 
left them. In ver. 9 he says, that his love for them was 
as great as his Father's love to him ; and he begged 
them to continue in his love ; that is, that they should 
continue to love him, delight in thinking of him, and 
look forward with joy to the prospect of seeing him 
again. The Saviour was about to sit down at the right 
hand of God, to he worshipped as King of kings and 
Lord of lords ; yet so dearly did he love those few poor 
people who had believed his word, that he could not 
bear to tlnnkof them forgetting him. And he had just 
before appointed an ordinance to be observed, foi* the 
very purpose of keeping them in remembrance of him, 
i Cor. xi. 23 — 26, As the Mediator, (see explanation 
of John X. 1,) Christ had carefully and constantly kept 
all the commands of his Father, and on tliis account 
his Father loved him ; he was satisfied and deliglited to 
behold the obedience of his beloved Son. When the 
Saviour should be absent from his disciples, the only 
way in which they could show that they still loved him, 
w'orJd be by keeping his commands. He tells them, in 
verse 10, that as long as they continued to do so he 
should continue to love them. They must never sup- 
pose that their labour was in vain, or that their M’aster' ^ 
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was indifferent wlietlier tliey served him or not. Now 
does any one of my readers wish to know if he is a 
branch of the Tme Vine? ’ If so, this verse may help 
him to find it out; read also chap.^ xiv. 15—25; xv. 
14. Had you ever a very dear friend who went to a 
distance, and was absent a long time ? ■ Did you not try 
to think of every advice and instruction which he had 
given you ? And did it not cheer you to think, that 
when he came back he would approve of what you had 
done while he was away? Weil, did you ever feel the 
same pleasure in doing the will of Christ? Are you 
often asking yourself, “ What can 1 do to please my 
Saviour?!’ And are you always desiring and endea- 
vouring to behave so that he may commend you at 
last? Matt. XXV. 25, 34, 40. If such are your wishes 
and endea%murs, you may feel a constant satisfaction in 
the thought, that he is looking at you, and is pleased 
with your trying to serve him. Though you are but a 
child, and may not be able to do any thing that others 
can notice as being done for Christ, yet, if you really 
love him., every time that you readily obey your parents, 
or sincerely strive against petulance or anger, you are 
keeping his commandments, and continuing in his love. 
But if you have no pleasure in trying to please him, 
remember he has said, “ He thatloveth me not, keepeth 
not my sayings,” John xiv. 24. Oh, think of those 
solemn words, If any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ,: let him be anathema marauatha,” that is, ‘LLet 
him be accursed when the Lord shall come, ” 1 Cor. xrd. 22. 

In verse 11, the Saviour plainly tells the reason why 
he had spoken these things to his disciples- If they 
believed what he had said,’ they would continue to give 
joy to him by their holiness and obedience; they would 
also be able to rejoice themselves. He immediately 
after told them, that they might expect to suffer a great 
deal for his sake, verses i 8 — ^21 . And, chap. xvi. S3, he 
says, “In the world ye shall have tribulation but he 
adds, ^ABe of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
So, in the verse we are considering, he speaks of their 
Joy being full, even wdiile they w^ere in this wmrki of 
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sorrow. Many people, who do not believe the words 
of Christ, think that they can have a great deal of joy ; 
they say they are enjoying themselves, while they are 
sinning against God, Some rejoice because they have 
plenty of the good things of this life : others feel joyful 
when they see their children well and cheerful : and 
some are glad, because they are young and healthy, 
and without care. But none of these kinds of joy can 
be called “full:” there is always a wish in the mind 
for something else. And such joys must very soon come 
to an end. The rich man may lose all his riches, and 
then he can no longer obtain those good things w'liich 
gave him joy : children may die, and their parents will 
feel that they have nothing left which can give them 
any enjoyment, and the youngest and strongest may 
soon come to years, when they shall say, “ i have no 
pleasure in them,” Eccles. xii. 1. But neither poverty, 
nor grief, nor sickness, can take away the joy of the 
Christian. It is believing what Christ has spoken that 
makes lum joyful. Whoever may be unkind, Jesus is a 
“Friend who loveth at all times.” Whatever may be lost, 
there is an “ inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them who 
are kept by the power of God, through faith unto salva- 
tion,” 1 Pet, i. 4, 5. And if a disciple of Christ has 
such joy on earth, what wiU it be when he shall come 
to that inheritance in heaven t This blessedness every 
sinner may obtain, by believing in Christ. And, oh, 
what a happy thing it would be, if all who read this 
would listen to his voice, and believe what he has 
spoken to them ! Then his joy wmuld remain in them, 
and their joy would be full. Then they would be the 
“ransomed of the Lord, who shall return and come to 
jZion wdth songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away,” Isa. xxxv. 10. 
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